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2016 Revision of the

Science Framework for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve

Science Focus Group

Discussion Questions
1. Considering what you know about The Next Generation Science Standards for California’s Public Schools Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve ( NGSS) , identify one or two key components of effective science instruction that you would include in the Science Framework for California Public Schools Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve (Science Framework).
2. A major purpose of the Science Framework is to provide direction for implementing the NGSS into instructional practices and materials. There are a number of shifts in instruction that need to be addressed that primarily focus on the practices of science which extend beyond the current meaning of “inquiry” based learning, have an increased emphasis on the four domains of science (physical sciences, life sciences, the earth and space sciences, and engineering), and developing the crosscutting concepts that apply across all domains of science.  What guidance should the Science Framework provide to address these new areas of emphasis?
3. The NGSS identifies a Performance Expectation (PE) to provide a way for students to demonstrate their understanding of each standard.  How can the Science Framework help teachers develop a variety of approaches, activities, and strategies to address these PEs? 
4. How can the Science Framework support access to standards-based curriculum for all students, including students with disabilities, gifted students, English Language learners, and other student groups? 
5. Assessment of student progress is essential for student success. What information would you include in the Science Framework to provide support for effective student assessment within the classroom? 
6. Finally, what other guidance, that does not fit in any of the questions above, would you suggest to improve the Science Framework to support kindergarten through grade twelve standards-based instruction and curriculum aligned to the NGSS?
7. In what ways can the Science Framework support middle school teacher’s transition from the current standards (6th grade Earth Science, 7th grade Life Science, 8th grade Physical Science) to the NGSS-CA where PEs and sequence of Disciplinary Core Ideas may have shifted and are now an integrated approach?
Send your comments on what guidance and information should be included in the revised framework by February 18, 2013, to:

scienceframework@cde.ca.gov (Comments period closed)
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