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Joint Advisory Committee
October 30, 2026
Agenda Item 02
Posted by the California Department of Education
Subject
[bookmark: _Hlk82123140]Kindergarten through Grade Twelve Strong Workforce Program Data Metrics
Type of Action
Action, Information
Summary of the Issue(s)
This agenda item presents the data metrics for the K12 Strong Workforce Program (K12 SWP). 
Recommendation
[bookmark: _Hlk58920074]The California Department of Education (CDE) staff and the California Community College Chancellor’s Office (CCCCO) staff recommend continuing use of existing K12 SWP Data Metrics to measure and evaluate program outcomes for new applicants.
Brief History of Key Issues
Assembly Bill 1808, enacted in 2018, established the K12 SWP. The purpose of the ongoing statewide funding opportunities is to create, improve, and expand Career Technical Education (CTE) courses, course sequences, program of study, and pathways for students transitioning from secondary to postsecondary education to living wage employment. Structured as a partnership between the CDE and the CCCCO, K12 SWP provides an ongoing $150 million annually to create, support, or expand high-quality CTE at the K12 level (Education Code [EC] Section 88827). To adequately assess the effectiveness of these CTE investments, the CDE and the CCCCO continue to collaboratively improve and align CTE data collection and reporting systems. 
The availability of CTE data has historically been restricted to course and program enrollment data, with some outcome data. Limited CTE data collection between 2015 and 2018 was based on utilizing data from California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) to obtain CTE participation and completer information, and a separate survey to obtain postsecondary data for CTE completers. As a result, CTE data was limited when the K12 SWP began in 2018.
The starting point of any consistent CTE data collection was the 2020 data collection period (with the understanding that data is collected a year in arrears) of the academic year (AY) 2019–20. For this action item, the CCCCO is presenting the current K12 SWP data metrics for the committee members to approve or vote to change.
The California Workforce Pathways Joint Advisory Committee (CWPJAC), per California Education Code (EC) Section 88828(d)(8)(C), has the responsibility for making recommendations regarding the use of metrics for the K12 SWP to the Department of Finance, the Governor, and appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature regarding whether:
1. The data metrics remain the most appropriate metrics to measure and evaluate program outcomes for both new and renewal applicants.
2. Other metrics should be included.
These recommendations are due by November 30 each year.
The K12 SWP Data Metrics
The K12 SWP uses specific data metrics tracked via platforms like DataVista to evaluate student success across secondary education, postsecondary transition, and the workforce. Local educational agencies (LEAs) receiving K12 SWP funds must submit annual performance, expenditure, and student metrics data through the newly updated Data Exchange managed by the CCCCO. Core measurement categories include:
· Engagement: Tracking students attending, focusing, and specializing in CTE coursework and work-based learning.
· Achievement: Measuring academic performance, skill development, and high school graduation rates.
· Transition: Evaluating post-high school movement into the workplace or postsecondary education.
Below are the key K12 SWP metrics tracked to help measure student-level outcomes from K12 to postsecondary education, and employment. 
The K12 SWP metrics that measure K12 student-level outcomes:
· [bookmark: _Hlk82462915]CTE Participants The number of pupils who complete at least one course in a CTE pathway with a grade of C- or better.
· CTE Completers The number of pupils completing two or more CTE courses in high school within the same program of study.
· Enhanced Pathway Completion The number of pupils who complete two or more courses in the same program of study that includes early college credit, work-based learning, or a third-party certification.
· High School Graduation The number of pupils who graduate from high school.
The K12 SWP metrics that measure postsecondary student-level outcomes:
· Registered Apprenticeships: The number of students that entered a registered apprenticeship after participation in a high school pre-apprenticeship program.
· Job Training: The number of students enrolled in another form of job training (other than a California community college).
· CCC Certificate and/or Degree Completion: The number of pupils obtaining an industry-recognized credential, certificate, license, or other measure of technical skill attainment.
The K12 SWP Metrics that measure employment student-level outcomes:
· Related Employment: The number of students employed in a job closely related to field of study after exiting California community college.
· Postsecondary Enrollment: The number of pupils who enroll in a public, private nonprofit, and private for-profit institution within one year of completing secondary school.
Data Timeline
The K12 SWP grant recipients (both Lead and K12 Partner Agencies) submit the required end-of-the-year files by November 1, immediately following the fiscal year for which data are being reported. The data reported is always one AY in arrears, and it takes another full year to compile and analyze the data for presentation to the CWPJAC.
The CDE and the CCCCO are still in the process of negotiating to a data sharing agreement via a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the data needed to populate the CCCCO LaunchBoard for the reporting of the K12 SWP. The CCTD and AMARD staff worked cooperatively to draft the data sharing MOU that has all the requirements listed in the legislation and delivered it to the CCCCO in September 2021.
Fiscal Analysis (as appropriate)
Statewide funding available across the CCCCO’s eight regions under the K12 SWP is $150 million per program year. Grant-seeking LEAs are eligible for up to $2 million each based on their total Average Daily Attendance.
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