Information for Literacy Professional Development Programs Review Committee Applicants
California Department of Education, January 2026
The California State Board of Education (SBE) and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction are seeking candidates to serve on a review committee for the California Literacy Professional Development (PD) Programs List. Committee members will evaluate literacy professional development programs for use in transitional kindergarten through grade five (TK‒5), inclusive, that are aligned with the SBE-approved Criteria and Guidance for the Selection or Development of Literacy PD Programs, which is available on the California Department of Education (CDE) Literacy PD Programs web page. For the purposes of this application, the term “professional development” or “PD” also encompasses “professional learning.”
Applicants should provide evidence of demonstrated experience in at least one of the following areas:
· Facilitating PD programs for educators working with students in grades TK‒5; developing, evaluating, or selecting PD programs for educators working with students in grades TK‒5; aligning professional learning with the Quality Professional Learning Standards.
· Providing explicit and systematic instruction in foundational literacy skills, including print concepts, phonological/phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding, word recognition, and reading fluency, as well as instruction in oral language development, vocabulary, background knowledge, comprehension, and writing. 
· Knowledge and implementation of the following California guidance documents in providing effective instruction to all students and/or serving as an education leader: the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework, the California Dyslexia Guidelines, and the California English Learner Roadmap.
· Supporting all students including evidence-based means of teaching English learner students, including integration of comprehensive English Language Development (designated and integrated) in literacy development; early intervention techniques and tiered supports for students with reading difficulties, dyslexia, and exceptional needs; and ongoing diagnostic techniques that inform teaching and assessment.
It is not necessary for any one individual to have knowledge and experience in all of the areas above in order to be eligible to serve on the Literacy PD Programs Review Committee. 
Background
California Education Code (EC) 33319.6 directs the California SBE to approve and the CDE to post on its internet website by September 30, 2026, criteria and guidance for the selection or development of in-service professional development (PD) programs for effective means of teaching literacy in TK‒5, with a list of in-service PD programs that have been deemed to meet those criteria.
Review Committee Focus: The committee will review PD program submissions for alignment with the Criteria for the Selection or Development of Literacy PD Programs to determine which PD programs shall be recommended for SBE approval.
Review Committee Composition: The committee will consist of multiple reviewers with expertise in effective means of teaching literacy in TK‒5, English language development, and the precepts of effective PD. Committee members will be required to attest that they do not have a conflict of interest with any entity whose program they will review.
Review Committee Commitment: Committee members will attend a virtual calibration session on March 16, 2026, and will be expected to review PD program materials independently during the review period of mid-March through mid-May 2026. Deliberations will be held during the week of May 18‒22, 2026. Committee members must be available virtually during this time. If the nature of any materials submitted requires in-person review, select committee members may be given the option to attend deliberations at a location in Sacramento. If applicable, travel expenses will be reimbursed by CDE.
Review Process
The overall review process will proceed as follows:
· PD providers submit their PD Programs Submission survey and all accompanying evidentiary materials to the CDE.
· A review committee evaluates the literacy PD programs submitted using the Literacy PD Program Evaluation Rubric. The review committee arrives at a consensus regarding each submission and develops a tentative list of PD programs that meet the SBE-approved criteria. If a consensus is not possible, then there will be a vote by the review committee members. 
· A program shall not be approved if it demonstrates ‘No Evidence’ for any required criterion. Additionally, a program shall not be approved if it receives a designation of ‘Minimal Evidence’ for all criteria within Area 1 or Area 2. This restriction does not apply to the optional criterion.
· The CDE posts online a tentative list of literacy PD programs that meet the SBE-approved criteria and that will be recommended for approval by the SBE.
· Applicants may appeal the review committee's determination not to include a PD program on the tentative list of literacy PD programs that meet the SBE-approved criteria and that will be recommended for approval by the SBE. Appeals are limited to the grounds that the review committee failed to correctly apply the criteria in the Literacy PD Program Evaluation Rubric. The appellant must file a written appeal, including the issue(s) in dispute and the basis for and the evidence to support the appeal position. The CDE will not consider incomplete or late appeals. The appellant may not supply any new materials that were not contained in the original submission. The Division Director of the Professional Learning Support Division will evaluate the appeal and will make the final decision in writing as to whether the PD program will be included on the tentative list recommended for approval by the SBE within six weeks from the date that appeals are due to CDE. That decision shall be the final administrative action afforded the appeal.
· The CDE takes public comment in writing concerning the tentative list of literacy PD programs that meet the SBE-approved criteria and that will be recommended for approval by the SBE.
· At a public Board meeting, the SBE considers the review committee’s tentative list of PD programs that meet the SBE-approved criteria and any public comment and decides whether to approve each individual literacy PD program on the tentative list. All decisions regarding whether to approve a particular program are entirely within the discretion of the SBE.
Application Deadline
All applications received by 4 p.m. on Thursday February 12, 2026, will be considered for the Literacy PD Programs Review Committee.
The application will be submitted via an online application, which can be found on the CDE Literacy PD Programs web page.
Questions
If you have any questions about the application process or the role and responsibility of the Literacy PD Programs Review Committee, please email the Professional Learning Support Division at PD@cde.ca.gov.
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