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California Workforce Pathways
Joint Advisory Committee
September 11, 2026
Agenda Item 02
Subject
Update on the Kindergarten through Grade Twelve Strong Workforce Program (K12 SWP), the Strengthening Career and Technical Education for 21st Century Act (Perkins V), and the Career Technical Education Incentive Grant (CTEIG) grants.
Type of Action
Information
Summary of the Issue(s)
This agenda item provides updates on the award process and grants awarded for career technical education (CTE) programs overseen by the California Department of Education (CDE) and the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office (CCCCO): K12 SWP, Perkins V, and CTEIG. The item will also include the braiding of the K12 grants awarded so far this year, Perkins V and CTEIG.
K12 SWP
In 2018, the California legislature introduced the K12 SWP as an ongoing statewide funding opportunity. It is designed to support kindergarten through grade twelve (K–12) local educational agencies (LEAs) in creating, improving, and expanding CTE courses, course sequences, programs of study, and pathways for students transitioning from secondary education to postsecondary education to living-wage employment. Annually $150 million is awarded to LEAs by the CCCCO, who oversees this grant.
Perkins V
The Perkins V Act is a federal act established to improve CTE programs, integrate academic and CTE instruction, serve special populations, and meet gender equity needs. California receives a portion of the Federal Award annually. For fiscal year 2026–27 the total award amount was approximately $142 million. Perkins has benchmarks for how funds can be distributed, and 85 percent of the funds must be distributed for the LEA awards. Therefore approximately $121 million was distributed between CDE and the CCCCO for the distribution of grants.
CTEIG
The CTEIG program is a state education, economic, and workforce development initiative with the goal of providing pupils in K–12, with the knowledge and skills necessary to transition to employment and post-secondary education. The purpose of this competitive grant program is to encourage, maintain, and strengthen the delivery of high-quality CTE programs. The Budget Act of 2021 (Assembly Bill 130) amended Education Code (EC) Section 53070(d) and increased the annual allotment to $300 million for the 2021–22 fiscal year (FY), and each FY thereafter. For the 2026–27 grant year, and additional $150 million was made available increasing the total available to award to $450 million for 2026–27 awarding year only.
Brief History of Key Issues
California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office Updates
The FY 2026–27 K12 SWP Application Process
FY 2026–27 Round 9 Request for Applications (RFA) will be released in early September and can be found on the Chancellor’s Office website at https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Workforce-and-Economic-Development/K12-Strong-Workforce/K12-SWP-Request-for-Applications.
FY 2026 award notifications are expected by November 2026. The results of the RFA will be available for the next CWPJAC meeting.
We have launched the new Data Vista Upload Tool and completed several training webinars with the field.
The FY 2026–27 Perkins V Application Process for the CCCCO Awards
For FY 2026–27 the CCCCO received $62,920,582 from CDE that was distributed to 72 community college districts (CCD) in California based upon the 2024–25 unduplicated counts of students enrolled in CTE programs who met the economically disadvantaged criteria.
Perkins V Grantees Awarded (CCD): 72
Funding Release: Perkins V subgrants and annual allocations for CTE programs became officially available to 72 community College Districts in July. Districts have begun executing their approved grant activities, purchasing equipment, and rolling out new sequences of academic and technical courses.
September 30 Deadline: The final expenditure report deadline for Perkins V (Title I, Part C) grants for the 2025–26 grant year is September 30.
California Department of Education Updates
The Perkins V Application Process and Award Counts
LEAs eligible to apply for Perkins V funding through the CDE include high school districts, charter schools, county offices of education (COEs), Regional Occupational Centers and Programs (ROCPs), adult schools, and State Special Schools (SSS). Applicants must meet the eligibility requirements outlined in Sections 112, 131, or 132 of Perkins V, based on their institution type and program offerings.
Perkins V Grantees Awarded (K–12): 355*
Perkins V Grantees Awarded (Adult Schools): 39*
Perkins V Grantees Awarded (SSS): 3
*These amounts include consortia members.
CTEIG Application Process and Award Counts
Pursuant to California EC Section 53072, an eligible grant recipient may consist of one or more, or any combination, of the following entities: school districts, COEs, charter schools, and ROCPs operated by a joint powers authority (JPA) or a COE.
The FY 2026–27 CTEIG Request for Applications was released on May 18, 2026, and closed on June 19, 2026. An application webinar was held on May 26, 2026, providing prospective applicants with an opportunity to ask clarifying questions about the application process.
The CDE's Career and College Transition Division received 446 applications, which are currently under review and evaluation. The list of recommended grantees and their funding allocations will be presented to the State Board of Education (SBE) for approval at its September 2026 meeting.
Braiding of CTE Funds in California
	Grant Combinations*
	LEAs Awarded (includes consortia members)

	Both Grants
	334

	Only Perkins (Secondary)
	21

	Only CTEIG
	276


*Grantees in this table are K–12 grant recipients only. These figures do not include the CCD, Adult Schools, or SSS.
Fiscal Analysis
Funding awarded to eligible recipients under each grant is as follows:
· CTEIG: $449,999,901
· Perkins V (CDE):
· Secondary (K–12): $55,085,283.00
· Adult Schools: $3,431,811
· SSS: $475,000
· Perkins V (CCCCO): $62,920,582
· K12 SWP: $150,000,000 (Awards will be announced in Winter 2026)
Attachments
· Attachment 1: Fiscal Year 2026–27: Grant Comparison by Grant Type (with County Names). (18 pages)
· Attachment 2: Fiscal Year 2026–27: Grantee Counts Broken Down by County (with County Numbers). (2 pages)
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