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Legislation and Guidance

[bookmark: _ggr13ial007m]House Lawmakers Introduce Companion Bill to Senate IAA Block

A small but bipartisan group in the House of Representatives has introduced legislation that would mirror an earlier proposal in the Senate. The bill, H.R. 10232, would prohibit the U.S. Department of Education (ED) from transferring certain functions to other agencies. The functions called out in the bill include those performed by the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE), the Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE), the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS), and the Office of Indian Education.

The legislation would prohibit ED from taking action to 

“enter into any agreement, or implement any agreement existing on the date of enactment of this Act, with another Federal agency, or procure services from, contract or carry out an agreement with, obtain any goods or services from, transfer activities or appropriations to, use the research, equipment, services, or facilities of, jointly carry out projects of common interest with, or enter into a similar arrangement with, another Federal agency.”

Nor would the Secretary be permitted to transfer functions within the agency to bypass those prohibitions. The bill also instructs ED to provide a quarterly report on the cost of grant administration, training and professional development, training of grantees, overhead and administrative costs, reductions in force, employee relocation, and changes to facilities and technologies related to any agreements.

The legislation will face stiff opposition in the House, where there is already legislation that would codify some of the signed interagency agreements. But this bill, along with its Senate counterpart, serves to balance that support. If Democrats take control of either or both chambers in the midterm elections, lawmakers may act to walk back some of the agreements that are being implemented.
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ED Releases “Learning Agenda Playbook” for States

The U.S. Department of Education (ED) released a “Learning Agenda Playbook” on Wednesday that is designed to help States strengthen capacity to “return education to the States.” ED encourages States to create their own learning agenda, which is a multi-year plan to address identified State education needs, and to use the playbook as a resource to assist with designing such agenda.  

The playbook is comprised of four different tools for States: a facilitator’s guide, a facilitator’s toolbox, a learning agenda template, and a capacity continuum tool. These tools include a step-by-step guide for State leaders using the playbook, worksheets and other resources for “hands-on implementation,” a guide to help States create their own agenda, and a tool to assist States with assessing their capabilities. 

ED worked with eight pilot States to design and test the Learning Agenda Playbook, including Arkansas, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, New Hampshire, Tennessee, Utah, and Wisconsin. The playbook incorporates case studies from the eight participating States. In a related fact sheet on the playbook, ED emphasizes that using the playbook is not mandatory and it is only designed to be an optional resource for States. “The Trump Administration has been consistently clear that returning education to the states means reducing federal micromanagement and top-down mandates, not creating new ones,” the fact sheet states. 
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Other Items to Watch

Kelly Rogers, who was Acting Assistant Secretary for the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS), abruptly resigned this week. The announcement came the same week that much of OSERS was scheduled to move to a new building. Rogers has been Acting Secretary since May. "I have made the decision to resign from my position as Deputy Assistant Secretary/Acting Assistant Secretary for OSERS to return home to Florida, effective September 11, 2026," Rogers wrote on Wednesday morning to staff. Department of Education officials told press that Rogers is moving home to “be closer to her family.”

The House Committee on Appropriations will hold an oversight hearing next Tuesday on the Economy Act, featuring testimony of experts from the Congressional Research Service and the Government Accountability Office. The Economy Act has been cited as statutory authority for many of the interagency agreements and other shifts of agency authority, and some lawmakers have expressed discomfort with the breadth of its use. The hearing begins at 10:00am ET here.

Senator Bill Cassidy (R-LA) has suggested he will try to “hotline” his literacy bill, the READ Act (S. 4689), toward passage in the Senate next week. The hotline is an expedited legislative process in the Senate that involves passing legislation by unanimous consent. The bill has passed out of the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee, which Cassidy chairs, but some lawmakers say that the Science of Reading, on which the legislation is based, is not a good fit for all students.

The American Federation of Teachers (AFT) says it has reached a privacy agreement with Microsoft regarding the use of AI in schools. The agreement includes a provision which says Microsoft products will not use student or teacher data to train or improve AI models and prohibits AI from making independent decisions in schools. The agreement comes amid a Congressional stalemate on AI guardrails and growing concerns about the capabilities of AI tools. AFT says it is in negotiations with other tech companies on similar principles. 

A report from the Department of Labor (DOL) Office of Inspector General found that former Labor Secretary Lori Chavez-DeRemer did not comply with DOL policies that prohibit harassment, consumed alcohol on federal property, combined personal and official travel, and failed to report gifts received. The report also detailed an inappropriate relationship Chavez-DeRemer had with a staffer. The report also found similar violations by three other DOL officials, including misusing government resources. Chavez-DeRemer, who also faced multiple civil rights complaints from staff, resigned in April. 

Dates to Remember

· September 22nd – The Bruman Group’s next quarterly legislative webinar, “Understanding the FY 2027 Funding Picture,” will be on September 22nd at 1pm ET. Your team can register here. 
· September 23rd – Comments due on EDGAR proposed revisions.
· October 1st – Fiscal year 2027 begins.
· October 13th – Comments due on E-Rate Program Review.
· November 3rd – Election Day.
· November 3rd – Comments due on IRS proposed rule on racial discrimination in private schools.
· November 12th – Reply comments due on E-Rate Program Review.
· December 2nd to 4th – The Bruman Group’s annual Fall Forum in New Orleans, LA. 
· December 11th – Fiscal year 2027 continuing resolution expires. 
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