EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT: PLAN SECTION SUMMARY

Title I, Part A: Assessment
Purposes of the Program

The purpose of Title I, Part A is to provide all children the opportunity to receive an equitable, high-quality education, and to close educational achievement gaps. Under Title I, Part A, California provides funds to districts and schools with low income families. The funds are intended to help students meet state academic content standards.  

Although not included in the draft ESSA State Plan, under federal law, states are required to provide a quality assessment system that assures students receive a fair, equitable, and high-quality education. Each state must provide evidence that it has adopted challenging academic content standards and academic assessments. California has adopted the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress, or ‘CAASPP’, which is designed to annually measure progress toward college and career readiness. Assessment peer review is the process through which a state documents that is has met federal law and requirements. The CAASPP Assessment System is fully described and has been vetted through the federal peer review process as stipulated by federal requirements. 

ESSA State Plan Requirement: Does the State administer an end-of-course mathematics assessment?

California does not administer any end-of-course math assessments. Instead, California requires all students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for mathematics, using the same standards for all students. California has determined that the Smarter Balanced mathematics assessments, which are computer-adaptive, best meet ESSA requirements. The adaptive nature of these tests, the significant range of difficulty, and the extensive accessibility features, allow all students to demonstrate their mastery of grade level math content.
ESSA State Plan Requirement: Provide a definition for languages other than English that are spoken by a significant portion of the state’s student population and identify which specific languages meet that definition. State Plan requirements also ask about assessments that exist in languages other than English and what assessments are not available but needed. 
· Spanish is California’s most populous language other than English: Spanish is spoken by over 33 percent of students in kindergarten through grade 12. The next most populous language is spoken by only 1.3 percent of students. Within the English learner student group, Spanish is spoken by over 83 percent of students, with the next language following far behind at 2.2 percent.

· Mathematics assessments are translated into Spanish: California provides Spanish translations and glossaries for CAASPP mathematics in grades three through eight and grade eleven. In addition, for the CAASPP Smarter Balanced mathematics and English language arts assessments, California provides translated test directions in seventeen languages. For the California Alternate Assessment in mathematics, eligible students may have any instructional supports and/or accommodations, including the language of instruction used in the classroom. 

· California Spanish Assessment: California is currently developing a Spanish Reading Language Arts assessment, which will be called the California Spanish Assessment. This test will measure student competency in Spanish language arts and will provide student-level data in Spanish competency. It will also provide group-level data that may be used to assess Spanish language arts programs at the local level and will serve as a high school measure suitable to be used for the State Seal of Biliteracy. 

ESSA State Plan Requirement: States are asked to describe the development of assessments in languages other than English, including a timeline, a description of the process the State used to gather meaningful input about the need for assessments in languages other than English, and an explanation of the reasons the State has not yet completed their development.

· California Science Test: California is currently developing stacked translations in Spanish simultaneously with the development of the California Science Test. These stacked translations will be available once the science test becomes operational in 2018–19.

· Consultation is ongoing: The Department seeks regular opportunities for gathering meaningful feedback from a wide range of stakeholders. In March 2016, State Superintendent Torlakson delivered a report to the Governor entitled Recommendations for Expanding California’s Comprehensive Assessment System, which was the final report based on an extensive series of state-wide stakeholder meetings. The California Department of Education continues to meet regularly with parent, educator, and family advocacy groups.

· Additional assessments are in development: Since 2013, California has been in the process of replacing all of its required annual assessments. Each assessment requires defined steps and processes over time to fully develop an operational test. The state anticipates that it will complete the full scope of newly developed assessments by the year 2020. 
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