CALIFORNIA’S EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT CONSOLIDATED STATE PLAN
I. Education for Homeless Children and Youth program, McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, Title VII, Subtitle B

The Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) program is authorized under Title VII, Subtitle B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.) (McKinney-Vento Act). The McKinney-Vento Act is designed to address the challenges that homeless children and youths have faced in enrolling, attending, and succeeding in school. Under the McKinney-Vento Act, states must ensure that each homeless child and youth has equal access to the same free, appropriate public education, including a public preschool education, as other children and youths. Homeless children and youths must have access to the educational and related services that they need to enable them to meet the same challenging state academic standards that all students are expected to meet. States and local educational agencies (LEAs) are required to review and undertake steps to revise laws, regulations, practices, or policies that may act as barriers to the identification, enrollment, attendance, or success in school of homeless children and youths.

The McKinney-Vento Act under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) includes, among other things, new or changed requirements focused on:

· Identification of homeless children and youths;

· Preschool-aged homeless children, including clarification that local liaisons must ensure that these children and their families have access to and receive services, if eligible, under LEA-administered preschool programs, including Head Start, Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) (Early Intervention Program for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities), and other preschool programs administered by the LEA;

· Collaboration and coordination with other service providers, including public and private child welfare and social services agencies; law enforcement agencies; juvenile and family courts; agencies providing mental health services; domestic violence agencies; child care providers; runaway and homeless youth centers; providers of services and programs funded under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act; and providers of emergency, transitional, and permanent housing, including public housing agencies, shelter operators, and operators of transitional housing facilities;

· Professional development and technical assistance at both the state and local levels;

· Removing enrollment barriers, including barriers related to missed application or enrollment deadlines, fines, or fees; records required for enrollment, including immunization or other required health records, proof of residency, or other documentation; or academic records, including documentation for credit transfer;

· School stability, including the expansion of school of origin to include preschools and receiving schools and the provision of transportation until the end of the school year, even if a student becomes permanently housed;

· Privacy of student records, including information about a homeless child or youth’s living situation; and

· The dispute resolution process.

California anticipates receiving $10 million in 2017–18 EHCY funds, the majority of which is subgranted to LEAs based on the number of homeless children and youth enrolled in schools served by the LEA. In 2016–17, 61 LEAs received EHCY funds.

1. Student Identification (722(g)(1)(B) of the McKinney-Vento Act): Describe the procedures the SEA will use to identify homeless children and youth in the State and to assess their needs.

	LEAs identify and track homeless students using a variety of methods including but not limited to self-identification, questions on registration forms, data queries, and in-take questionnaires. Each LEA is required to identify and track the number of homeless students by grade level in the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS), which houses student-level data including student demographics, course data, discipline, assessment, staff assignments, and other data for state and federal reporting. 

These categories are based on the requirements outlined in the Consolidated State Performance Report that is submitted to the U.S. Department of Education annually. The data provided through CALPADS serves as the California Department of Education’s (CDE’s) means of identifying homeless children and youth in the State. 

The CDE provides support and technical assistance to LEAs to assist with the identification of homeless students. This includes tracking data in CALPADS and performing targeted outreach to LEAs that identify their homeless count as zero; creating and disseminating training modules on identification methods and strategies to LEA registrars, attendance clerks, school counselors, and homeless liaisons; and providing LEAs with posters outlining the educational rights of homeless children and youths and tracking LEAs’ use of the poster through California’s Consolidated Application and Reporting System (CARS). 

The CDE is currently in the process of developing an intake template that will be designed to collect information related to the individual needs of the homeless students that a school or district serves. Staff will provide the tool and relevant trainings on using the template to LEAs, measure the use of the template through CARS reporting mechanisms, and encourage its use to assess the needs of homeless youth across the state. Additionally, each LEA is required to identify at least one homeless education liaison who is charged with representing the interests of the homeless students that the LEA serves, assessing the needs of these students, ensuring that needs are addressed by the appropriate entity, and serving as a resource to parents, families, and school and LEA personnel. 

To facilitate best practices regarding the assessment of the needs of homeless students, the CDE will continue to support LEAs to conduct data analyses for their homeless students, implement case management models, and collaborate with relevant agencies to coordinate services.


2. Dispute Resolution (722(g)(1)(C) of the McKinney-Vento Act): Describe procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes regarding the educational placement of homeless children and youth. 

	California has revised its dispute resolution process to improve the process and better align with federal requirements and intends to conduct further revisions to the dispute resolution process in 2017 to include more specific language regarding timelines, roles of all stakeholders, student-centered factors, and eligibility to facilitate the prompt resolution of disputes. 

The dispute resolution process involves key steps aimed at ensuring that disputes are resolved promptly while safeguarding the rights of all parties. Every student must be immediately enrolled regardless of any dispute that arises. In the case of a dispute, the matter is first referred to the LEA’s homeless liaison, with a written explanation from the disputing school; the liaison then makes a determination regarding school selection, eligibility, or enrollment. If unresolved or appealed, the matter is referred to the county office of education (COE) homeless liaison, who is required to make the school selection, eligibility, or enrollment decision within five working days of receipt of dispute materials. If the matter is not resolved at the LEA or COE level, the case will then be referred to the State Homeless Coordinator for review and a final school selection, eligibility, or enrollment decision will be made within ten working days of receipt of materials.  

The process is posted on the CDE’s Resources for Homeless Children and Youths Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/disputeres.asp. The CDE will continue to provide professional development and technical assistance to LEAs regarding the dispute resolution process to ensure effective implementation.   




3. Support for School Personnel (722(g)(1)(D) of the McKinney-Vento Act): Describe programs for school personnel (including the LEA liaisons for homeless children and youth, principals and other school leaders, attendance officers, teachers, enrollment personnel, and specialized instructional support personnel) to heighten the awareness of such school personnel of the specific needs of homeless children and youth, including runaway and homeless children and youth.

	The CDE will continue to collect the number of LEA liaisons participating in homeless education professional development through the Homeless Education Implementation and Policy page in the CARS. The CDE will add an additional question to the Homeless Education Implementation and Policy page regarding the status of local training at each LEA and offer technical assistance to those LEAs and their liaisons that report that they have not participated in homeless education professional development.

The CDE will develop, disseminate, and post training modules on various homeless education topics for principals, teachers, liaisons, health care providers, outside agencies, and registrars. These training modules will include all EHCY provisions under the ESSA, such as an overview of EHCY, definitions, identification, enrollment, transportation, collaboration, dispute resolution, unaccompanied youths, preschool-age students, and Title I, Part A reservation funds. The CDE also routinely offers professional development and trainings on homeless education to local school attendance review boards, which are comprised of school personnel and other relevant stakeholders.   

The CDE will continue to collect and post annually a database of homeless liaisons and their contact information through the CDE’s Resources for Homeless Children and Youths Web site to enable school personnel to contact liaisons for specific information and resources as needed. This list of liaisons becomes the basis for the Homeless Education Resources Listserv which allows the State Homeless Coordinator to send out resources, materials, updates, and training modules.




4. Access to Services (722(g)(1)(F) of the McKinney-Vento Act): Describe procedures that ensure that:
i. Homeless children have access to public preschool programs, administered by the SEA or LEA, as provided to other children in the State;

	The CDE will continue to coordinate and collaborate with Head Start, Early Head Start, and the Interagency Coordinated Council and offer professional development and technical assistance to LEAs as well as to preschool programs regarding homeless education and preschool collaboration. There will be an emphasis on identification, enrollment, and transportation with an encouragement for LEAs and preschool programs to establish a case management process to meet the needs of homeless preschoolers. Additionally, the CDE plans to add a question on the Homeless Education Implementation and Policy page in the CARS regarding the number of homeless preschoolers enrolled by an LEA- or state-run preschool program. 




ii. Homeless youth and youth separated from public schools are identified and accorded equal access to appropriate secondary education and support services, including by identifying and removing barriers that prevent youth described in this clause from receiving appropriate credit for full or partial coursework satisfactorily completed while attending a prior school, in accordance with State, local, and school policies; and 

	The CDE will undertake a variety of activities to support access to secondary education for homeless youth. The CDE will continue to implement state policies (AB 1806 and AB 1166) that enable homeless students to complete the school district’s high school graduation requirements within a fifth year or to complete state graduation requirements. The CDE will train LEAs to analyze their homeless students’ data available in the California School Dashboard and other sources, including dropout rates and graduation rates, to determine homeless students’ needs and ways to collaborate and coordinate with various agencies to meet these needs. The CDE has disseminated resources, sample templates, and presentations on credit recovery and partial credit acceptance. Currently, the California Education Code requires LEAs to accept appropriate credit for full or partial coursework, and the CDE will update the 2007 Granting and Transferring of Partial Course Credit letter to reflect new requirements under state policies and the ESSA.  




iii. Homeless children and youth who meet the relevant eligibility criteria do not face barriers to accessing academic and extracurricular activities, including magnet school, summer school, career and technical education, advanced placement, online learning, and charter school programs, if such programs are available at the State and local levels. 

	California state law requires that a homeless child or youth be immediately deemed to meet all residency requirements for participation in interscholastic sports or other extracurricular activities. The CDE continues to collaborate and coordinate internally with regard to access to academic programs for homeless children and youths and the implications for charter schools, expanded learning, special education, adult education, and career and college transition. The CDE will ensure that the various programs are addressed and included in the training modules as it relates to the implementation of state laws, policies, and ESSA requirements. Also, through professional development and technical assistance, the CDE will encourage LEA liaisons to coordinate and collaborate with these different programs to ensure accessibility for homeless children and youths.




5. Strategies to Address Other Problems (722(g)(1)(H) of the McKinney-Vento Act): Provide strategies to address other problems with respect to the education of homeless children and youth, including problems resulting from enrollment delays that are caused by—

i. requirements of immunization and other required health records;

ii. residency requirements;

iii. lack of birth certificates, school records, or other documentation;

iv. guardianship issues; or

v. uniform or dress code requirements.
	The CDE training modules will address each of the issues listed above. The training modules will offer strategies and best practices that remove the barriers to immediate enrollment and how to access various resources to obtain immunizations, other medical records, birth certificates, school records, uniforms, etc. The CDE will also continue to encourage LEAs to use their EHCY grant funding and/or Title I, Part A reservation funds to assist with some of these costs. Currently, the CDE Resources for Homeless Children and Youths Web page (http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/) has various samples of residency forms, intake forms, caregiver affidavits, and other key resources posted for LEAs use. As mentioned above, the CDE will develop and disseminate a training module for LEA-level registrars, attendance clerks, and school counselors to assist with identification, enrollment, and all provisions under the ESSA. 




6. Policies to Remove Barriers (722(g)(1)(I) of the McKinney-Vento Act): Demonstrate that the SEA and LEAs in the State have developed, and shall review and revise, policies to remove barriers to the identification of homeless children and youth, and the enrollment and retention of homeless children and youth in schools in the State, including barriers to enrollment and retention due to outstanding fees or fines, or absences.
	The CDE, through the CARS’ Homeless Education Implementation and Policy page, continues to collect the number of LEAs that have an approved homeless education board policy and the date in which it was last approved. Technical assistance is offered to those LEAs that do not have an approved homeless education board policy. The CDE requires those LEAs that are applying for the federal supplemental EHCY grant funding to submit their approved homeless education board policies and administrative regulations. The CDE and the California School Boards Association (CSBA) work closely together to ensure that the CSBA sample board policies meet all requirements. Finally, the CDE continues to monitor LEAs for homeless education compliance, including approved homeless education board policies, through the federal program monitoring process.




7. Assistance from Counselors (722(g)(1)(K)): A description of how youths described in section 725(2) will receive assistance from counselors to advise such youths, and prepare and improve the readiness of such youths for college.
	Within the training modules mentioned above, the CDE will provide an overview of the requirements and showcase successful implementation strategies. These modules will be for any stakeholder to learn about state and federal law with a focus on collaboration and coordination with higher education, new state laws, and the process of completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. The CDE will assist in various ways with the implementation of California’s AB 801 (2016), which states a postsecondary educational institution must designate a staff member to serve as the Homeless and Foster Student Liaison. This staff member can be employed within the financial aid office, or another appropriate office or department. The Homeless and Foster Student Liaison will be responsible for understanding the provisions of the federal Higher Education Act pertaining to financial aid eligibility of homeless youth, including unaccompanied homeless youth. The liaison shall assist these students in applying for and receiving federal and state financial aid and other available services. Creating connections between LEA homeless liaisons, school counselors, and the Homeless and Foster Student Liaisons is essential for homeless youth to prepare for college.
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