CALIFORNIA’S EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT CONSOLIDATED STATE PLAN
Title I, Part A: School Support and Improvement
A. Title I, Part A: Improving Basic Programs Operated by Local Educational Agencies

The purpose of this program is to provide all children significant opportunity to receive a fair, equitable, and high-quality education, and to close educational achievement gaps.

This program provides financial assistance through states to local educational agencies (LEAs) and public schools with high numbers or percentages of children from low-income families to help ensure that all students meet challenging state academic content standards. LEAs target the Title I funds they receive to public schools with the highest percentages of children from low-income families. 

Title I schools with percentages of low-income students of at least 40 percent may use Title I funds, along with other federal, state, and local funds, to operate a "schoolwide program" to upgrade the instructional program for the whole school. Title I schools with less than 40 percent low-income students or that choose not to operate a schoolwide program offer a "targeted assistance program" in which the school identifies students who are failing, or most at risk of failing, to meet the state's challenging academic standards. Targeted assistance schools design, in consultation with parents, staff, and district staff, an instructional program to meet the needs of those students. 

To support low-income students in meeting the state’s academic content standards, Title I, Part A includes provisions regarding the state’s standards and assessments, accountability system, school support and improvement activities, activities to ensure equitable access to effective educators, and efforts to improve school conditions and school transitions. 

California estimates it will receive $1.8 billion in Title I, Part A funds in 2017–18. Under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), states must reserve 7 percent to support schools identified as needing additional support, not less than 95 percent of which must be subgranted to LEAs to serve identified schools or, with permission of the LEA, subgranted to an external entity to provide such support. The remaining 5 percent of the 7 percent may be used by the state for school improvement activities. In 2015–16, under the No Child Left Behind Act, over 3.9 million students in California participated in programs under Title I, Part A. 

viii. Continued Support for School and LEA Improvement (ESEA section 1111(d)(3)(A))
a. Exit Criteria for Comprehensive Support and Improvement Schools. Describe the statewide exit criteria, established by the State, for schools identified for comprehensive support and improvement, including the number of years (not to exceed four) over which schools are expected to meet such criteria. 

	The statewide exit criteria would consider whether the school would still be eligible for comprehensive support, based on the criteria used initially to identify these schools for comprehensive support, when the next cohort of schools is identified for comprehensive support.  




b. Exit Criteria for Schools Receiving Additional Targeted Support.  Describe the statewide exit criteria, established by the State, for schools receiving additional targeted support under ESEA section 1111(d)(2)(C), including the number of years over which schools are expected to meet such criteria. 
     

	The statewide exit criteria would consider whether the school would still be eligible for targeted support, based on the criteria used initially to identify these schools for targeted support, when the next cohort of schools is identified for targeted support.  




c. More Rigorous Interventions.  Describe the more rigorous interventions required for schools identified for comprehensive support and improvement that fail to meet the State’s exit criteria within a State-determined number of years consistent with section 1111(d)(3)(A)(i)(I) of the ESEA.  

	When a school fails to meet the state’s exit criteria for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) after a pre-determined number of years, more intensive support is then warranted. The goal for intensive support is to ensure rapid and sustained improvement for LEAs and their identified schools. Mandatory intensive support that builds LEA capacity to sustain continuous improvement over time may be implemented.

More rigorous interventions for schools that fail to meet exit criteria will be determined within a multi-tiered statewide system of support, where coordination of differentiated assistance and intensive intervention are provided by county superintendents, the CCEE, and the CDE/State Superintendent of Public Instruction. To inform these decisions, LEAs and their identified schools will use the California School Dashboard to identify strengths and areas for continued improvement. At minimum, the state may, through the statewide system of support, assist any LEA with schools that fail to exit from CSI to:

· Conduct a new school-level comprehensive needs assessment that focuses on systemic factors and identifies gaps between current conditions and desired conditions. The state may require that the LEA partner with an external entity, agency, or individual with demonstrated expertise and capacity to conduct a comprehensive, evidence-based review of the LEA and school. 

· Place identified gaps and needs in priority order and target resources to address needs.

· Identify evidence-based interventions, strategies, activities, and/or practices or additional supports that contain greater rigor. 

· Within the system of support, California may determine a limited set of evidence-based interventions, strategies, activities, and/or practices available for use and may offer additional intensive assistance such as customized planning support, coaching, participation in cohort networks, and COE mandatory planning and embedded coaching. 

In making a determination about additional, more rigorous evidence-based interventions, strategies, activities, and/or practices, the state may consider outcomes of prior and existing school improvement supports and efforts and recommendations from partner agencies involved in the improvement work. 




d. Resource Allocation Review.  Describe how the State will periodically review resource allocation to support school improvement in each LEA in the State serving a significant number or percentage of schools identified for comprehensive or targeted support and improvement.

	California will review resource allocation to those LEAs and schools identified for CSI and Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) through a multi-tiered statewide system of support and review process. Based on available data, elements of that process may include, but are not limited to, the following activities:

· Comprehensive Support and Improvement Review: Within a statewide system of support, California will review and approve initial CSI plans, including a review of how the LEA will address identified resource inequities.

· Targeted Support and Improvement Review: Within a LEA-level system of support, LEAs will review and approve initial TSI plans, which may be incorporated in the Single Plan for Student Achievement and will include a review of how the LEA will address identified resource inequities.

· Consolidated Application Reporting System (CARS): The CDE will revise and periodically review resource allocation pages in the CARS for LEAs with a significant number of schools identified for CSI and TSI.

· Federal Program Monitoring: The CDE will annually review selected LEAs, including LEAs with a significant number of schools identified for CSI and TSI, for resource allocation inequities, strategies designed to resolve resource allocation inequities, and progress in resolving resource allocation inequities. This process may include technical assistance and support for program strategies.

· Differentiated Assistance: The CDE will provide assistance to LEAs and schools identified for CSI and TSI with more intensive and differentiated assistance focused on LEAs with a significant number of schools identified for CSI and TSI with the intent to build LEA capacity to identify, correct, and monitor the resolution of resource inequities. 




e. Technical Assistance.  Describe the technical assistance the State will provide to each LEA in the State serving a significant number or percentage of schools identified for comprehensive or targeted support and improvement. 

	The California Way is rooted in collaboration and shared decision-making among stakeholders in order to effect positive educational change. The SBE, CCEE, COEs, and CDE all have key roles in providing supports to help LEAs and schools improve and in providing more focused assistance for LEAs and schools that are struggling. Continuing collaboration and coordination among these agencies, as well as other state, regional, and local partners, will facilitate coherent technical assistance and support at the local level and ensure alignment of efforts with the California Way. 

Based on feedback from stakeholders and in partnership with the CCEE, COEs and the CDE, the SBE will further define the emerging statewide system of support over the coming year, including roles and responsibilities, coordination among agencies, the nature and scope of assistance and support activities, and goals and progress monitoring to assess the statewide system of support’s effectiveness. This will include establishing parameters for the technical assistance the state will provide to each LEA in the state serving a significant number or percentage of schools identified for comprehensive or targeted support and improvement.  




f. Additional Optional Action. If applicable, describe the action the State will take to initiate additional improvement in any LEA with a significant number or percentage of schools that are consistently identified by the State for comprehensive support and improvement and are not meeting exit criteria established by the State or in any LEA with a significant number or percentage of schools implementing targeted support and improvement plans. 
     
	Not applicable.
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