CALIFORNIA’S EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT CONSOLIDATED STATE PLAN
C. Title I, Part C: Education of Migratory Children 

The purpose of this program is to:

· Assist states in supporting high-quality and comprehensive educational programs and services during the school year and, as applicable, during summer or intersession periods that address the unique needs of migratory children.

· Ensure that migratory children who move among states are not penalized in any manner by disparities within the state in curriculum, graduation requirements, and challenging state academic standards.

· Ensure that migratory children receive full and appropriate opportunities to meet the same challenging state academic standards that all children are expected to meet.

· Help migratory children overcome educational disruption, cultural and language barriers, social isolation, various health-related problems, and other factors that inhibit the ability of such children to succeed.

· Help migratory children benefit from state and local systemic reforms. 

It is estimated that California will receive $116.2 million in Title I, Part C funds to be used to administer the program and fund regional migrant education programs. In 2015–16, almost 97,000 migratory children in California were eligible to receive services under Title I, Part C.

1. Supporting Needs of Migratory Children (ESEA section 1304(b)(1)): Describe how, in planning, implementing, and evaluating programs and projects assisted under Title I, Part C, the State and its local operating agencies will ensure that the unique educational needs of migratory children, including preschool migratory children and migratory children who have dropped out of school, are identified and addressed through:
i. The full range of services that are available for migratory children from appropriate local, State, and Federal educational programs; 
	The California Department of Education (CDE) subgrants Migrant Education Program (MEP) funding to 20 local educational agencies (LEAs) that provide supplementary services in the areas with the highest concentrations of migratory workers. These MEP subgrantees’ identification and recruitment (I&R) staff regularly review the mobility data of migrant populations to plan area I&R activities, and this mobility information allows subgrantees to target I&R efforts for the times of year when higher numbers of migratory families and youths arrive in their areas. All of the state’s subgrantees develop specific I&R plans and strategies to meet the needs of their respective communities. School- and community-based approaches are both utilized to identify migratory families that may be eligible for MEP services. Recruiters in urban and mixed communities rely more on using school-based strategies, such as interviewing the parents of students who are newly enrolled in the local school district. Recruiters in less-populated or more rural areas typically utilize more community-based opportunities to interview families and youths, such as visiting farms, fields, orchards, dairies, ranches, and farmworker housing facilities. 

Once a migrant family or youth is identified, a recruiter interviews the parent, guardian, or youth to determine eligibility for MEP services using a customizable interview script that is facilitated by the state’s data system, the Migrant Student Information System, or “MSIN 6.0.” An automated procedure in the MSIN 6.0 COEStar Performance Reporter produces a table that contains a list of all students who might be eligible to be counted or served by the program. To verify residence in years two and three of eligibility, the CDE requires that subgrantees make contact with all families and youth in their geographic areas at least once each year (typically on the anniversary of their qualifying arrival date). The subgrantee must document the nature of the contact (phone or in person), verify that children on the Certificate of Eligibility are still at the residence, verify if additional age-eligible children have joined the residence, and document if a worker has moved to seek or obtain employment. If a new qualifying move has been made, the recruiter must make a personal visit to the residence to complete a new Certificate of Eligibility. Children are not counted unless they have one or more of the following: valid qualifying move date, new residency date, or enrollment date (residency enrollment for non-attendees or a school enrollment for attendees) during the period in question.

Students that are identified as migratory students receive the core instruction as provided through state funds. Students who are low-income and disadvantaged receive supplementary services from Title I, Part A. In California, about half of the migratory student population is identified as English learners and these students receive supplementary services through Title III. Additionally, migratory students in California receive supplementary services in preschool through grade 12 and services for those identified as out-of-school youth. Collaboration between educational services and health agencies is coordinated by the 20 subgrantees.


ii. Joint planning among local, State, and Federal educational programs serving migratory children, including language instruction educational programs under Title III, Part A; 
	The California MEP collaborates with other local, state, and federal programs to ensure that comprehensive services, including language instruction programs under Title III, Part A, are provided to migratory students. At the state level, the CDE works with other state and federal programs, including Title I and Title III, to provide a variety of resources to the local MEP subgrantees. California solicits parent involvement in the planning, operation and evaluation of the MEP through the establishment of state and local parent advisory councils.

California’s Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) reinforces joint planning among local, state, and federal programs serving migratory children. The LCFF emphasizes equity by focusing on student group performance and coordination of services and provides core and base services for all students, including migrant students. California’s new accountability system has an academic achievement indicator, a graduation rate indicator, and an English learner progress indicator amongst other state and federal indicators. Approximately half of all migrant students are English learners and having both the state and local indicators emphasize the accountability progress of English learners provides a mechanism to jointly plan applications for local, state, and federal funds and collaborate on services to be provided. 




iii. The integration of services available under Title I, Part C with services provided by those other programs; and 
	Additionally, the CDE meets with community-based organizations to identify promising practices at the local level and then share them with the MEP Directors as appropriate during the Migrant Director’s quarterly meetings. California Education Code sections 54443.1(c)(10) and 54443.1(h) requires MEP subgrantees to coordinate with other state and federal education programs at the local level. At the state level, both the Title III Program and the Migrant Program reside in the same CDE division in order to promote integration of services. The administrators of both programs present at various events including the annual Title III conference, Title III quarterly meetings, annual State Parent Conference, and statewide migrant meetings and conferences. Interagency coordination between the MEP and other programs that improves services to migratory children is monitored through the CDE’s Federal Program Monitoring process. This integration of services ensures that migratory children are receiving the services to meet their unique educational needs.




iv. Measurable program objectives and outcomes. 
	California assesses the unique educational needs of migratory children, including preschool migratory children and migratory children who have dropped out of school, through two different methods. First, the CDE requires that each subgrantee complete a local Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA). The CNA is conducted by an independent agency for each of the 20 MEP subgrantees and includes data collected from focus groups, including students and parents, staff surveys, and academic testing data for the region’s migrant student population. The local CNA provides both the MEP subgrantees and the CDE with an independent assessment and evaluation of regional migrant student and program needs, and provides specific recommendations and solutions for improving outcomes for California’s migrant student population. Each local CNA serves as the basis for program development and delivery in each respective service area. Additionally, each subgrantee completes an Individual Needs Assessment to identify individual student needs, including medical, social, and mental health needs, and develops a targeted intervention plan for each eligible student ages 3 to 21 on an annual basis.

The second method CDE uses to ensure that all educational needs of migratory children, including preschool migratory children and migratory children who have dropped out of school, are met and that the students participate effectively in school, consists of a three-part process: 1) identify needs via the CNA; 2) develop a State Services Delivery Plan (SSDP) based on the statewide CNA, which outlines the statewide needs, measureable program objectives and outcomes; and 3) revise the regional application based on the SSDP. Furthermore, the CDE requires that all Title I, Part C subgrantees provide an annual update using the regional application to monitor program and student achievement. Starting in 2017–18, the regional application will be on a three-year cycle, and subgrantees will have to provide an annual update on three sections: student needs, measurable program outcomes, and revision of programs based on outcomes. Subgrantees will revise the needs of migratory children in their regional application based on several data sources to ensure that all eligible student needs are reviewed annually. Additionally, subgrantees will revise their direct services and measurable program objectives and outcomes to implement a cycle of continuous improvement.

California is currently implementing a process to identify statewide needs of migratory children based on a meta-analysis of the 20 regional local CNAs and a review of statewide data. In February 2016, the CDE began a series of stakeholder meetings to discuss and prioritize the needs of migratory children that must be addressed in order for migratory children to participate effectively in school. The Statewide CNA report will be released in May 2017.

California is currently implementing a process to identify statewide measureable program objectives and outcomes for migratory children based on the development of the statewide CNA and input from stakeholders. California will have the updated SSDP, including the statewide measurable program objectives and outcomes, ready in June 2017.




2. Promote Coordination of Services (ESEA section 1304(b)(3)): Describe how the State will use Title I, Part C funds received under this part to promote interstate and intrastate coordination of services for migratory children, including how the State will provide for educational continuity through the timely transfer of pertinent school records, including information on health, when children move from one school to another, whether or not such move occurs during the regular school year. 
	Title I, Part C funded subgrantees utilize the Migrant Student Information Exchange (MSIX) and the MSIN to promote interstate and intrastate coordination of services for migratory children, including how the state provides for educational continuity through the timely transfer of pertinent school records. The MSIX is the national data collection system that ensures greater continuity of educational services for migratory children by providing a mechanism for all states to exchange education-related information on migratory children who move from one state to another. The MSIN is the California state equivalent to the MSIX and provides a mechanism for exchanging education-related information on migratory children who move within the state and assists the CDE-funded subgrantees in locating migrant students throughout the state using the Migrant Student Locator. Both the MSIX and the MSIN help to improve the timeliness of school enrollments, improve the appropriateness of grade and course placements, and reduce incidences of unnecessary immunizations of migrant children. Lastly, the CDE and subgrantees collaborate with other states serving the same migratory students to ensure these eligible students receive services as they migrate. The CDE and subgrantees participate in interstate organizational meetings with the Interstate Migrant Education Council and the National Association of State Directors of Migrant Education.




3. Use of Funds (ESEA section 1304(b)(4)): Describe the State’s priorities for the use of Title I, Part C funds, and how such priorities relate to the State’s assessment of needs for services in the State. 
	California’s priorities for the use of Title I, Part C funds directly relate to the State’s evaluation of the unique educational needs of migratory children. The CNA identifies specific needs of migratory children. In turn, the SSDP guides the MEP in planning and service delivery at the state, regional, and local levels to address the needs of migratory children with a focus on students identified as Priority for Services (PFS).
The current process for identifying PFS children is conducted as an annual identification after the end of the Performance Period established by the U.S. Department of Education. This is done using the record of a move made during the regular school year within the Performance Period, in addition to assessment data for the Performance Period. After the child has been identified based on move and assessment scores (four months after the end of the period in which their move occurred), they are marked as PFS for that Performance Period, and are PFS in the following year if still present.  

In 2016–17, the MSIN 6.0 system will function in real time for identifying children as PFS. All of the data required to make the PFS determination (based on moves and assessment scores) will be reported in a single system. If the move is within the regular school year and the child has a Statewide Student Identifier number, then his/her most current state assessment scores can be evaluated to immediately identify him/her as PFS. This immediate identification enables regions to target services sooner, allows for faster reporting to the MSIX, and allows for faster EDFacts file creation.  

The CDE will have the responsibility for documenting the determination of PFS. The PFS determination will be made on a daily basis through the MSIN 6.0 system. Subgrantees (regional offices and LEAs that have MOUs or District Service Agreements [DSAs]) will be responsible for providing services appropriate to the child's need.

The determination process will be immediate: children will be evaluated using the state's criteria as soon as the county office of education documenting the move during the Performance Period is verified; subgrantees will be notified within 24 hours of the determination; and children identified as PFS will be monitored to ensure services are delivered.

Strategies to administer Title I, Part C funds may be updated to align with the emerging statewide system of support. 
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