ESSA Policy Option Factsheet: Reclassification of English Learners
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires states to describe standardized statewide entrance and exit procedures for English learner (EL) programs in its ESSA State Plan. To inform State Board of Education (SBE) decision-making, the California Department of Education is gathering information from diverse Californians regarding how to address this requirements; specifically:

· What type of guidance and support would be helpful from the State as it relates to local criteria for identifying and determining exit criteria for English learners?
Relevant Statute and Background Information
ESSA Section 3111(b)(2)(A)

(A) Establishing and implementing, with timely and meaningful consultation with local educational agencies representing the geographic diversity of the State, standardized statewide entrance and exit procedures, including a requirement that all students who may be English learners are assessed for such status within 30 days of enrollment in a school in the State.
California Education Code Section 313(f) outlines the four criteria for reclassification of EL students:

1. a score of proficient on the State’s assessment of English language proficiency;

2. teacher evaluation;

3. parental opinion and consultation; and

4. a comparison of the performance of the pupil in basic skills against an empirically established range of performance in basic skills based upon the performance of English proficient pupils of the same age. 

These criteria are further clarified in the California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 11303. The California English Language Development Test (CELDT) Information Guide provides guidance for the implementation of entrance and exit procedures (identification and reclassification criteria) for EL programs. 

In the past, a range of scores on the California Standards Tests (CST) or the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) was used to satisfy the academic criterion related to a comparison of basic skills for reclassification purposes. Ever since the CST, which was included in the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) program, and the CAHSEE were ended by legislation, local educational agencies have varied in the application of the defined reclassification criteria across the state.
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