EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT: PLAN SECTION SUMMARY
California’s Draft ESSA State Plan Introduction
The California Way

When the Every Student Succeeds Act, or ESSA, was signed in 2015, California was already on its way to redesigning its education system with recently adopted standards and tests, a new way of funding schools, and a new way of holding the education system accountable and providing support based on the new funding formula, the Local Control Funding Formula, or LCFF. 
In 2015, State Superintendent of Public Instruction Torlakson brought together a diverse group of education stakeholders to further define a vision for California public schools. At the center of this vision, described in A Blueprint for Great Schools, Version 2.0, is what this planning team termed “The California Way.” 
As the state continues to redesign its public school system, a commitment to The California Way will guide its actions, as it is built upon a few key principles: 
· Positive change may only be achieved through a collaborative team approach. 
· Educators want to excel and should be trusted to improve when given proper support. 
· Districts should be provided flexibility to deploy resources so they can improve.
· Students, parents, and communities are engaged in the decision-making process.
· Supplemental resources are available to support the state’s most vulnerable students. 

The journey on the California Way and a shift to local control has led to: 
· Adoption of standards and assessments that are focused on critical thinking, authentic learning experiences, and formative assessment. 
· Renewed focus on the whole child, including social/emotional needs and school climate. 
· Efforts to integrate early learning into a clearly defined preschool to grade 12 system.
· Teaching and learning that encourages engagement and responsive instruction.
· A shift to improved outcomes across a broad range of measures.
· An emphasis on equity through funding and expectations linking needs, funding, and outcomes.
· Moving away from a system that is compliance-bound to one that is focused on performance, equity, and improvement. 

ESSA State Plan Guiding Principles

Building upon the LCFF and the California Way, the State Board of Education unanimously approved these guiding principles for the development of California’s ESSA State Plan: 
· Create a single, coherent system to avoid having separate state and federal accountability structures. 
· Make sure State priorities and direction lead the State Plan using ESSA programs to accomplish State goals and objectives. 
· Applications, plans, and commitments will be refreshed to ensure that districts provide evidence that they are aligning federal funds to State and local priorities. 
· The State Plan will be used to continue the state’s focus on the implementation of rigorous state standards, equity, local control, performance, and continuous improvement. 
· State administrative funds will be used to realign operations of the California Department of Education to state priorities. 
· The State Plan will strategically approach state-allowed reservations authorized in ESSA programs to further state priorities. 
Key elements of the aligned system include integrated planning processes, aligned accountability metrics, and coherent supports and interventions. 
Integrated Planning Process  
California Department of Education staff and district and county representatives worked to design an approach to meeting federal planning requirements in the context of the Local Control and Accountability Plan, or LCAP, process. This working group agreed that a well-written LCAP includes many of the federal requirements. The group was able to map ESSA plan requirements to LCAP priorities and considered how best to address the requirements that may not be included in an LCAP. A prototype for the LCAP Addendum was developed through this process. It is meant to supplement the LCAP, just as ESSA funds are meant to supplement state funds. This new addendum will be piloted with several districts in 2017. 

Aligned Accountability Metrics

Like the LCFF, the ESSA requires the use of multiple measures for school accountability. The LCFF requires evaluation rubrics that include performance standards for districts, schools, and defined student groups, which include the student groups required under the ESSA. In developing and approving the evaluation rubrics, the State Board decided that the state indicators included in the evaluation rubrics will be used as the required indicators under the ESSA. These indicators are: 

· Academic Indicator and College/Career Indicator

· English Learner Progress Indicator
· Graduation rate 

· Chronic absence 

· Suspension rate 

At its January 2017 meeting, the State Board finalized the details for a field test of the evaluation rubrics during 2016–17, before the state’s new accountability system is fully operational for schools and districts in 2017–18. Performance data from the evaluation rubrics will be reported to the public through the California School Dashboard, a new Web site that parents/guardians, educators, and the public can use to see how districts and schools are meeting the needs of California’s diverse student population. 

Coherent Supports and Interventions

California is developing a statewide system of support that is inspired by the framework behind a Multi-Tiered System of Supports, and will align state and regional resources to support improvement for all schools and districts. The emerging system builds upon three levels of support. 

· The first level of support is for all districts and schools. State and local agencies provide an array of support resources, tools, and technical assistance to improve student performance and narrow disparities among student groups. 
· The second level of support is differentiated assistance for districts and schools with identified performance issues provided by county superintendents and the California Collaborative for Educational Excellence, CCEE, and the State Superintendent and California Department of Education when assistance is provided to counties. 
· The third level of support is intensive intervention that may be required by the State Superintendent for districts or schools with persistent performance issues and lack of improvement over a specific time period. 

Critical roles are also played by multiple stakeholders, including other state entities (such as the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing and the California Subject Matter Projects), labor, state associations, researchers, non-profit organizations, institutions of higher education, philanthropy, and coalitions. Systematic collaboration and coordination among these entities will promote coherent supports at the local level and ensure alignment of efforts with the California Way. 
California’s ESSA Consolidated State Plan

At the request of the State Board, California’s State Plan has been written to meet, not exceed, federal requirements. It describes how California plans to use, manage, and monitor federal funds to support implementation of rigorous state academic standards, consistent with the LCFF approach, providing the state maximum flexibility to use federal resources to support California’s accountability and continuous improvement system. 

Stakeholder Consultation 

Stakeholder consultation is key to the development and implementation of California education policy. Stakeholders have been, and continue to be, involved in the development of the new accountability system and in providing feedback on the best approach to other plan requirements. The State has consulted with the following groups:

· California Practitioners Advisory Group (CPAG)

· LCFF Policy Input Group

· User Acceptance Testing Group

· Technical Design Group

· English Learner Progress Indicator Work Group

· School Conditions and Climate Work Group

· College/Career Indicator Work Group

· Alternative School Task Force 

Please see the draft state plan for more details about the work of these groups. 

Since the ESSA became law, the state has engaged in public state board and advisory group meetings, webinars, regional stakeholder meetings, surveys, and targeted consultation. Thousands of Californians have contributed to the State Plan, through three phases of stakeholder engagement that began in May 2016. 

Phase IV of stakeholder engagement includes the required 30-day public comment period on the complete draft of the ESSA State Plan. During the public comment period, stakeholders can participate in webinars and regional stakeholder meetings to learn about the contents of the plan and the public comment process. The public comment period is scheduled to take place May 22 and continue through late June 2017. 
There is some additional information you need to know before reviewing the draft State Plan: 

· Each section of California’s State Plan begins with an introduction in Italic font that provides the purpose of the program, an estimate of how much funding California will receive, and how many students are served by the program. 

· The State Plan is organized by the U.S. Department of Education’s State Plan template. The template instructions and requirements appear in Times New Roman font. 

· California’s responses to the prompts appear in blue shaded boxes. Within those boxes appears additional Italic font that provides readers with some contextual information for California’s response. 

· State Plan Glossary is provided as part of the State Plan draft as a reference for readers of the plan to clarify terms that are used throughout the draft. 
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