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Section 6: Supporting All Students

Program-Specific Requirements

State Plan Requirement: 6.3 Program-Specific Requirements
Prompt: E. McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children and Youths Program

i. Describe the procedures the SEA will use to identify homeless children and youths in the State and assess their needs.

California’s Response

Over 1.4 million children and youths experience homelessness in a year on a national level. California enrolled almost 240,000 homeless children and youths last year. Due to the lack of shelter, most of these students share housing with friends or relatives, stay in motels or other temporary facilities, or live on the streets, in abandoned cars, and in woods and campgrounds. School is often the only place they feel safe and secure. Homeless children, youths, and their families, face so many barriers to education such as enrollment requirements, transportation, accessibility, and even school supplies. It is critical and essential for the CDE as well as LEAs to implement the requirements of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Act under the Every Student Succeeds Act. The CDE has developed activities and actions that will assist LEAs with these requirements.

The California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) is used to maintain individual-level data including student demographics, course data, discipline, assessment, staff assignments, and other data for state and federal reporting. CALPADS requires every LEA to identify and track the number of homeless students, by grade level. LEAs identify and track these students using a variety of ways including, but not limited to, self-identification, questions on registration forms, data queries, in-take questionnaires, etc. LEAs use the following categories to determine if a student is homeless:

· 100 – Temporary Shelters. 

· 110 – Hotels/Motels. 

· 120 – Temporarily Doubled-Up. 

· 130 – Temporarily Unsheltered. 

These categories are based on the requirements outlined in the Consolidated State Performance Report that is submitted to the U.S. Department of Education annually. In addition to this process, the CDE will:

· Review and revise the current California homeless educational rights poster to reflect new ESSA requirements; make the posters accessible through the CDE’s Resources for Homeless Children and Youths Web site; and disseminate hard copy posters to LEAs. (January 2017)

· Continue to collect the number of LEAs that post and disseminate public notice of the educational rights of homeless children and youths through the Homeless Education Implementation and Policy page in the Consolidated Application and Reporting System (CARS). Offer technical assistance to those LEAs that indicate that they do not post and disseminate public notice. (Annually)

· Develop, disseminate, and encourage LEAs to use an intake template/tool to identify and assess the needs of homeless children and youths. (June 2017)

· Measure the use of such an intake template/tool by the LEAs through the Homeless Education Implementation and Policy page in the CARS. (Annually)

· Offer technical assistance to those LEAs that report they do not use such a template or do not post public notice. (Annually and ongoing)

· Continue to collect the number of homeless children and youths, by grade level and by nighttime residency, enrolled in each LEA through the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS), and offer technical assistance to those LEAs that report “zero” enrolled. (Annually)

· Encourage LEAs to implement case management for homeless children and youths, analyze their homeless data to determine needs, and collaborate/coordinate with various agencies to meet their homeless children and youths’ needs. (Ongoing)

· Continue to offer professional development for school attendance review board (SARB) meetings/trainings due to attendance issues/concerns. (Ongoing)

· Encourage homeless liaisons to attend and participate in SARB meetings at the district level. (Ongoing)

· Include the different definitions of homelessness (U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development) in technical assistance opportunities. (Ongoing)

· Develop and disseminate a training module for LEA-level registrars, attendance clerks, and school counselors to assist with identification. (June 2017)

i. Describe the SEA’s programs for school personnel (including liaisons designated under section 722(g)(1)(J)(ii) of the McKinney-Vento Act, principals and other school leaders, attendance officers, teachers, enrollment personnel, and specialized instructional support personnel) to heighten the awareness of such school personnel of the specific needs of homeless children and youths, including such children and youths who are runaway and homeless youths. 

California’s Response

The CDE will:

· Continue to collect and post a database of homeless liaisons and their contact information through the CDE’s Resources for Homeless Children and Youths Web site. (Annually)

· Continue to collect the number of LEA liaisons participating in homeless education professional development through the Homeless Education Implementation and Policy page in the CARS. (Annually)

· Offer technical assistance to those LEAs and their liaisons that report that they have not participated in homeless education professional development. (Annually)

· Add an additional question to the Homeless Education Implementation and Policy page in the CARS regarding which of these stakeholders have been trained. (April 2017)

· Review and revise the current California homeless educational rights poster to reflect new ESSA requirements; make the posters accessible through the CDE’s Resources for Homeless Children and Youths Web site; and disseminate hard copy posters to LEAs. (January 2017)

· Develop, disseminate, and post various training modules on various homeless education topics for principals, teachers, liaisons, health care providers, outside agencies, registrars, etc. These training modules will include all Education for Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) provisions under ESSA, such as an overview of EHCY, definitions, identification, enrollment, transportation, collaboration, dispute resolution, unaccompanied youths, preschool-age students, Title I, Part A reservation funds, etc. (June 2017)

· Continue to provide homeless education training to LEAs throughout the state. (Ongoing)

ii. Describe the SEA’s procedures to ensure that disputes regarding the educational placement of homeless children and youths are promptly resolved. 

California’s Response

Currently, the CDE has a dispute resolution process that has been in existence since 2004 and was revised in 2007 under the direction of the U.S. Department of Education. The process is posted on the CDE’s Resources for Homeless Children and Youths Web site at https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/documents/disputeresolutionletter2020.docx. The process indicates the necessary steps to follow when an LEA and homeless parent/guardian or youths are in a dispute regarding school selection and enrollment.

· The disputing school must refer the student, parent, or guardian to the LEA's homeless liaison to carry out the dispute resolution process as expeditiously as possible. The homeless liaison must ensure that the dispute resolution process is also followed for unaccompanied youths.

· A written explanation of the disputing school's decision regarding school selection or enrollment must be provided if a parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youths disputes such a school selection or enrollment decision, including the right to appeal [PL 107-110, §722(g)(3)(E)(ii)]. The written explanation shall be complete, as brief as possible, simply stated, and provided in a language that the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youths can understand.

· If the dispute remains unresolved at the district level or is appealed, then the district homeless liaison shall forward all written documentation and related paperwork to the homeless liaison at the COE. The COE's homeless liaison will review these materials and determine the school selection or enrollment decision within five (5) working days of receipt of the materials. The COE homeless liaison will notify the LEA and parent of the decision. Please see the contact information for COE's homeless liaisons. All homeless liaisons’ contact information can be accessed on the CDE’s Resources for Homeless Children and Youths Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/.  

· If the dispute remains unresolved or is appealed, the COE homeless liaison shall forward all written documentation and related paperwork to the State Homeless Coordinator. Upon the review of the LEA, COE, and parent information, the CDE will notify the parent of the final school selection or enrollment decision within ten (10) working days of receipt of materials. 

· LEAs must enroll students experiencing homelessness immediately. If, after enrollment, it is determined that a student is not homeless, as defined in the law, school districts should follow the policies that are in place to address other forms of fraud. Written notice should be given to the parent, guardian, or youths, including his or her right to appeal the decision.

The CDE will:

· Review and revise the current CDE dispute resolution process to include more specific language regarding timelines, roles of all stakeholders, student-centered factors/best interest, and eligibility. The CDE would like to add a deadline for homeless parents/guardians/youths to appeal the decision to the next level, if they are not satisfied with the LEA or COE’s decision. In the past, there has been some confusion with the role of the COE as it relates to the appeal process. The CDE would like to make those roles more transparent. Finally, it is important to add examples of student-centered factors in the dispute resolution process. These factors include, but are not limited to, impact of mobility on achievement, education, health, age, time of year, and safety of the student. (January 2017)

· Decrease in the number of formal disputes. (Annually)

· Provide professional development and technical assistance to LEAs regarding dispute resolution process. (Annually)

· Continue to collect the number of LEAs that have an approved homeless education board policy, which would include the dispute resolution process and offer technical assistance to those LEAs that do not have an approved homeless education board policy. (Annually)

· Continue to offer technical assistance to those LEAs that do not have an approved homeless education board policy or a dispute resolution process in place. (Ongoing)

· Continue to monitor LEAs for homeless education compliance through the Federal Program Monitoring (FPM) process. (Annually)

iii. Describe the SEA’s procedures to ensure that that youths described in section 725(2) of the McKinney-Vento Act and youths separated from the public school are identified and accorded equal access to appropriate secondary education and support services, including by identifying and removing barriers that prevent youths described in this paragraph from receiving appropriate credit for full or partial coursework satisfactorily completed while attending a prior school, in accordance with State, local, and school polices.  

California’s Response

The CDE will:

· Continue to implement California Assembly Bill (AB) 1806 and AB 1166 which allows homeless students, if eligible, to complete school district’s graduation requirements within a fifth year of high school or to complete state graduation requirements. (Ongoing)

· Continue to collect of the number of LEA liaisons participating in homeless education professional development through the Homeless Education Implementation and Policy page in the CARS. (Annually)

· Encourage LEAs to implement case management for homeless children and youths. (Ongoing)

· Train LEAs how to analyze their homeless data, such as dropout rates and graduation rates, to determine homeless students’ needs, and how to collaborate/coordinate with various agencies to meet those needs. (Ongoing)

· Offer technical assistance to showcase model LEA programs that are successful with the implementation of both the federal and state laws regarding their collaboration with higher education. (Ongoing)

iv. Describe the SEA’s procedures to ensure that homeless children and youths:

a. Have access to public preschool programs, administered by the SEA or by LEA, as provided to other children in the State;

b. Who meet the relevant eligibility criteria, do not face barriers to accessing academic and extracurricular activities under ; and

c. Who meet the relevant eligibility criteria, are able to participate in Federal, State, and local nutrition programs.

California’s Response

The CDE will:

· Continue coordination and collaboration with Head Start, Early Head Start, and the Interagency Coordinated Council. (Ongoing)

· Establish coordination with First 5 California, which funds programs that educate various stakeholders about the critical role of a child’s first five years of life. (September 2017)

· Offer professional development/technical assistance to LEAs, as well as to preschool programs, regarding homeless education and preschool collaboration. There will be an emphasis on identification, enrollment, and transportation. (Ongoing)

· Add a question on the Homeless Education Implementation and Policy page in the CARS regarding how many preschoolers were enrolled by an LEA- or SEA-ran preschool program. (April 2017)

· Encourage LEAs and preschool programs to establish a case management process to meet the needs of homeless preschoolers. (Ongoing)

The CDE will:

· Continue the implementation of California’s Senate Bill (SB) 177, the Homeless Youths Education Success Act, which requires a homeless child or youth to be immediately deemed to meet all residency requirements for participation in interscholastic sports or other extracurricular activities. (Ongoing)

· Train LEAs how to analyze their homeless academic data to determine homeless students’ needs, and how to collaborate/coordinate with various agencies to meet those needs. (Ongoing)

The Direct Certification and Certification of Homeless, Migrant, and Runaway’s rule amended the regulations affecting the determination of children’s eligibility for free meals under the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program by direct certification and categorical eligibility. The Child Nutrition and Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Reauthorization Act of 2004 (Reauthorization Act) amended the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act to require LEAs to conduct direct certification in conjunction with the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). Under the direct certification process, an LEA obtains documentation of a child’s receipt of SNAP benefits from the State or local SNAP office. This rule also incorporates provisions from the Reauthorization Act concerning the certification of certain children who are homeless, runaway, or migratory. This rule affects State agencies administering SNAP and the Child Nutrition Programs; local offices administering SNAP; local program operators that administer the School Nutrition Programs; and low income households with school age children. The rule is intended to improve school meal program access for low-income children, reduce paperwork for households and program administrators, and improve the integrity of the free and reduced price meal certification process.

The CDE will:

· Continue to coordinate, collaborate, and monitor LEAs to ensure that homeless children and youths receive the services that they are eligible for, including school meal programs. (Ongoing)

· Compile free or reduced price meal programs by each LEA and compare it to the number of homeless children and youths in the LEA. Share this information with LEAs. (December 2017)

· Develop and disseminate a school nutrition training module for school nutritional staff, school counselors, and other pertinent stakeholders to encourage LEAs to add an “automatic eligible school nutrition” indicator on school nutrition forms, identification intake forms, and other registration forms (June 2017)

v. Describe the SEA’s strategies to address problems with respect to the education of homeless children and youths, including problems resulting from enrollment delays and retention, consistent with section 722(g)(1)(H) and (I) of the McKinney-Vento Act. 

California’s Response

The CDE will:

· Continue to coordinate, collaborate, and monitor LEAs to ensure that homeless children and youths are immediately enrolled in school and participate fully. (Ongoing)

· Offer technical assistance to showcase model LEA programs that are successful with the implementation of the state and federal laws. (Ongoing)

· Continue to monitor LEAs for homeless education compliance through the Federal Program Monitoring (FPM) process. (Annually)

· Review the current California homeless educational rights poster, revise the poster to reflect new ESSA requirements, make the posters accessible through the Web site, and disseminate to LEAs. (January 2017)

· Develop, disseminate, and post various training modules on various homeless education topics. (June 2017)

· Continue to provide homeless education training to LEAs throughout the state. (Ongoing)

· Encourage LEAs to implement case management for homeless children and youths, analyze their homeless data to determine needs, and collaborate/coordinate with various agencies to meet their homeless children and youths’ needs. These agencies can include, but are not limited to, mental health, counseling, housing, medical, vision, dental, basic needs, transportation, etc. (Ongoing)

· The U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) have different definitions for homelessness and under the new provisions, trained liaisons may affirm that a homeless child, youth, or immediate family is eligible for such HUD program or service. The CDE will include the different definitions of homelessness in technical assistance opportunities. (Ongoing)

· Develop and disseminate a training module for LEA-level registrars, attendance clerks, and school counselors to assist with identification. (June 2017)
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