EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT: PLAN SECTION SUMMARY
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act: Education for Homeless Children and Youths
Purposes of the Program

· Address the challenges that homeless children and youths have faced in enrolling, attending, and succeeding in school, including: 
· Identification of homeless children and youths
· Support for preschool-aged homeless children
· Collaboration and coordination of service providers
· Professional development and technical assistance
· Removing enrollment barriers
· School stability/transportation
· Privacy of student records
· Dispute resolution process
California Funding

· California anticipates receiving $10 million in 2017–18 Education for Homeless Children and Youths funds, the majority of which is sub-granted to districts based on the number of homeless children and youth enrolled in schools served by the district. 
· In 2016–17, 61 districts received Education for Homeless Children and Youth funds.
ESSA State Plan Requirement: Describe the procedures the State will use to identify homeless children and youth in the State and to assess their needs.

California school districts are required to identify and track the number of homeless students they serve in the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System, or CALPADS. 

  

The California Department of Education provides support to districts to help identify homeless students. This includes tracking data in CALPADS, creating training materials to help school and district staff identify homeless students, and providing districts with posters that describe the rights of homeless children and youths. The California Department of Education is also developing a new intake template to collect information related to the individual needs of the homeless students that a school or district serves. 

Each district is required to identify at least one homeless education liaison who represents the interests of the homeless students that the district serves, assesses the needs of these students, works to make sure that these needs are addressed, and serves as a resource to parents, families, and school and district personnel. 
ESSA State Plan Requirement: Describe programs for school personnel to heighten their awareness of the specific needs of homeless children and youth, including runaway and homeless children and youth.
The California Department of Education provides materials on various homeless education topics for principals, teachers, liaisons, health care providers, outside agencies, and registrars. These materials include: 

· An overview of Education for Homeless Children and Youths program

· Definitions 

· Identification of homeless children and youths 

· Enrollment 

· Transportation 

· Collaboration and dispute resolution 

· Unaccompanied youths 

· Preschool-age students and

· Reservation of Title I Part A funds

 

The CDE also maintains a database of homeless liaisons and their contact information on its Web site. This allows district staff to contact liaisons for information as needed. It also allows the State Homeless Coordinator to send out resources, updates, and training materials to liaisons as needed.
ESSA State Plan Requirement: Describe how the state makes sure that homeless children and youth have access to a variety of programs, including public preschool programs and secondary education and support services. States are also asked to describe the steps taken to remove barriers to academic and extracurricular activities, including magnet school, summer school, career and technical education programs, advanced placement, online learning, and charter school programs.
The California Department of Education will continue to coordinate with Head Start, Early Head Start, and the Interagency Coordinated Council and offer professional development and technical assistance to districts and preschool programs regarding homeless education and preschool collaboration. Topics discussed include identification, enrollment, and transportation, and districts and preschool partners are encouraged to establish a case management process to meet the needs of homeless preschoolers. 

The Department will also undertake a variety of activities to support access to secondary education for homeless youth. State policies allow homeless students to complete the school district’s high school graduation requirements within a fifth year or to complete state graduation requirements. The CDE will train districts to analyze their homeless students’ data available in the California School Dashboard and other sources, including dropout rates and graduation rates, to determine homeless students’ needs and ways to collaborate and coordinate with various agencies to meet these needs. California Education Code requires districts to accept appropriate credit for full or partial coursework, and the CDE has developed resources, sample templates, and presentations on credit recovery and partial credit acceptance.

California state law states that a homeless child or youth automatically meets all residency requirements for participation in sports and other extracurricular activities. The Department continues to collaborate with stakeholders to make sure that homeless children and youths can participate in charter schools, expanded learning, special education, adult education, and career and college transition programs. The CDE will include these programs in new training materials for school and district personnel. Also, through professional development and technical assistance, the CDE will encourage local homeless liaisons to coordinate and collaborate with these different programs to make sure that homeless children and youths can participate.

States are also asked to:

· Describe the dispute resolution process: In the case of a dispute, the matter first goes to the district’s homeless liaison and the liaison makes decisions about school selection, eligibility, and enrollment. If that decision is appealed, the matter goes to the county office of education homeless liaison to make a decision within five working days of receipt of dispute materials. If the matter is not resolved at the district of county level, the case goes to the State Homeless Coordinator for review. The final school selection, eligibility, or enrollment decision will be made within ten working days of receipt of materials.  This process is posted on the CDE’s Resources for Homeless Children and Youths Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/disputeres.asp. 
· Demonstrate that both the State and districts have policies in place to remove barriers for homeless children and youth: The California Department of Education collects information on the number of districts that have an approved homeless education board policy. The Department also offers assistance to districts that do not have an approved homeless education board policy and requires districts that are applying for Education for Homeless Children and Youths funds to submit their approved homeless education board policies. The California Department of Education and the California School Boards Association work closely together to ensure that the sample board policies meet all requirements. Finally, the CDE monitors districts to make sure they have approved homeless education board policies through the federal program monitoring process.
· Describe how youths receive assistance from counselors to help them be ready for college: To support college readiness, the CDE will develop training materials that provide an overview of McKinney Vento requirements and showcase successful implementation strategies. These materials will help all stakeholders to learn about state and federal law with a focus on coordination with higher education, new state laws, and the process of completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. California law requires colleges to designate a staff member to serve as the Homeless and Foster Student Liaison. This staff member can be employed within the financial aid office or another appropriate office or department. Homeless and Foster Student Liaisons are responsible for understanding the federal laws for homeless youth and financial aid, and will help these students to apply for and receive financial aid and other available services so they are more prepared for college success. 
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