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Section 6: Supporting All Students

Program-Specific Requirements

State Plan Requirement: 6.3 Program-Specific Requirements

Prompt: B. Title I, Part C: Education of Migratory Children

i. Describe how the SEA and its local operating agencies, which may include LEAs, will establish and implement a system for the proper identification and recruitment of eligible migratory children on a Statewide basis, including the identification and recruitment of preschool migratory children and migratory children who have dropped out of school, and how the State will verify and document the number of eligible migratory children aged 3 through 21 residing in the State on an annual basis. 
California’s Response

The CDE has established and implemented a system for the proper identification and recruitment of eligible migratory children, including migratory children in preschool and who have dropped out of school through the use of local data collection software, COEStar, and Migrant Education funded subgrantee procedures, which are outlined in the State Identification and Recruitment Manual. An automated procedure in the COEStar Performance Reporter produces a table that contains a list of all students who might be eligible to be counted or served by the program. To verify residence in years two and three of eligibility, the CDE requires that subgrantees make contact with all families and youth in their geographic areas at least once each year (typically on the anniversary of their qualifying arrival date). The subgrantee must: document the nature of the contact (phone or in person), verify that children on the Certificate of Eligibility are still at the residence, verify if additional, age-eligible, children have joined the residence, and document if a worker has moved to seek or obtain employment. If a new qualifying move has been made, the recruiter must make a personal visit to the residence to complete a new Certificate of Eligibility. Children are not counted unless they have one or more of the following: valid qualifying move date, new residency date, or enrollment date (residency enrollment for non-attendees or a school enrollment for attendees) during the period in question.

To avoid reporting duplicates, the State’s data collection system, Migrant Student Information Network (MSIN), performs a duplicate student test. The duplicate student test is an automated process that examines names, birth dates, sex, and parent names for possible duplicate records between or within regions. The results are compiled into lists that are presented to the regions' data stewards on a management Web site for resolution. The data stewards compare the records and make a determination if the students listed are the same or different. Once all involved data stewards have made a final determination, the records are either kept separately or merged together depending on the outcome of the determination. The potential duplicates that are presented to the data stewards for resolution are monitored by the CDE on the MSIN web site.
ii. Describe how the SEA and its local operating agencies, which may include LEAs, will assess the unique educational needs of migratory children, including preschool migratory children and migratory children who have dropped out of school, and other needs that must be met in order for migratory children to participate effectively in school. 

California’s Response

California assesses the unique educational needs of migratory children, including preschool migratory children and migratory children who have dropped out of school, through two different methods. First, the CDE requires that each subgrantee complete a local Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA). The CNA is conducted by an independent agency for each of the 20 Migrant Education Program (MEP) subgrantees and includes data collected from focus groups, including students and parents, staff surveys, and academic testing data for the region’s migrant student population. The local CNA will provide both the MEP subgrantees and the CDE with an independent assessment and evaluation of regional migrant student and program needs that will provide specific recommendations and solutions for improving outcomes for California’s migrant student population. Each local CNA will serve as the basis for program development and delivery in each respective service area. Additionally, each subgrantee completes an Individual Needs Assessment to identify individual student needs, including medical, social, and mental health needs, and develop a targeted intervention plan for each student ages 3–21 on an annual basis.

iii. Describe how the SEA and its local operating agencies, which may include LEAs, will ensure that the unique educational needs of migratory children, including preschool migratory children and migratory children who have dropped out of school, and other needs that must be met in order for migratory children to participate effectively in school, are identified and addressed through the full range of services that are available for migratory children from appropriate local, State, and Federal educational programs.

California’s Response

To ensure that all educational needs of migratory children, including preschool migratory children and migratory children who have dropped out of school, that prohibit the full participation of migratory children in school are met, the CDE has implemented a three-part process: 1) identify needs via the local CNAs; 2) develop a State Services Delivery Plan (SSDP) based on the meta-analysis of the local CNAs, which will outline the statewide needs, objectives, and measurable outcomes; and 3) revise the regional application based on the SSDP. Furthermore, the CDE will require that all Title I, Part C subgrantees provide an annual update via the regional application. Starting in 2017–18, the regional application will be on a three-year cycle, and subgrantees will have to provide an annual update on three sections: needs of migratory children, expected outcomes, and student performance. Subgrantees will revise the needs of migratory children in the regional application based on several data sources to ensure that all student needs are updated annually. Additionally, subgrantees will revise their direct services and expected outcomes based on student performance and needs of migratory students. To monitor direct services and ensure that the needs of migratory students are met, subgrantees will report out on student performance for each service provided during the school year. This information will contribute to continuous improvement of services based on student needs and provide information to the CDE to tailor technical assistance plans for individual subgrantees.

iv. Describe how the State and its local operating agencies, which may include LEAs, will use funds received under Title I, Part C to promote interstate and intrastate coordination of services for migratory children, including how the State will provide for educational continuity through the timely transfer of pertinent school records, including information on health, when children move from one school to another, whether or not such move occurs during the regular school year. 

California’s Response

Title I, Part C funded subgrantees utilize the Migrant Student Information Exchange (MSIX) and the MSIN to promote interstate and intrastate coordination of services for migratory children, including how the State will provide for educational continuity through the timely transfer of pertinent school records. MSIX is the national data collection system that ensures greater continuity of educational services for migratory children by providing a mechanism for all States to exchange educational related information on migratory children who move from one state to another. MSIN is the California state equivalent to MSIX and provides a mechanism for exchanging educational related information on migratory children who move within the state and assists the CDE funded subgrantees in locating migrant students throughout the state via the Migrant Student Locator. Both MSIX and MSIN help to improve the timeliness of school enrollments, improve the appropriateness of grade and course placements, and reduce incidences of unnecessary immunizations of migrant children. Lastly, the CDE and subgrantees collaborate with other states with whom we share migratory students to ensure students receive services as they migrate. The CDE and subgrantees participate in interstate organizational meetings with the Interstate Migrant Education Council and the National Association of State Directors of Migrant Education.
v. Describe the unique educational needs of the State’s migratory children, including preschool migratory children and migratory children who have dropped out of school, and other needs that must be met in order for migratory children to participate effectively in school, based on the State’s most recent comprehensive needs assessment. 
California’s Response

California is currently implementing a process to identify statewide needs of migratory children based on a meta-analysis of the 20 regional local CNAs. The draft meta-analysis will be ready in late September of 2016. Starting in December 2016, the CDE will convene a group of stakeholders to discuss and prioritize the needs of migratory children that must be addressed in order for migratory children to participate effectively in school. The Statewide CNA report will be available in May 2017 and California will have the updated State Services Delivery Plan ready in June of 2017.

vi. Describe the current measurable program objectives and outcomes for Title I, part C, and the strategies the SEA will pursue on a statewide basis to achieve such objectives and outcomes. 

California’s Response

California is currently implementing a process to identify statewide measureable program objectives and outcomes for migratory children based on a meta-analysis of the 20 regional local CNAs. The draft meta-analysis will be ready in late September of 2016. Starting in December 2016, the CDE will convene a group of stakeholders to discuss and prioritize the measureable program objectives and outcomes must be addressed in order for migratory children to participate effectively in school. The Statewide CNA report will be available in May 2017 and California will have the updated State Services Delivery Plan, including the statewide measurable outcomes, ready in June of 2017.

vii. Describe how the SEA will ensure there is consultation with parents of migratory children, including parent advisory councils, at both the State and local level, in the planning and operation of Title I, Part C programs that span not less than one school year in duration, consistent with section 1304(c)(3) of the ESEA, as amended by ESSA.  

California’s Response

California Education Code, Section 54444.2 stipulates that parents of migratory children, including parent advisory councils, at both the local and State level be consulted in the planning and operation of the MEP. Per EC Section 54444.2, each subgrantee must actively “solicit parental involvement in the planning, operation, and evaluation of its programs through the establishment of, and consultation with, a parent advisory council at both the local and state level.” 

Additionally, in applying for migrant education funding, subgrantees must complete the Parent Advisory Council (PAC) section in which subgrantees identify ways in which parents are recruited and selected for membership in the PAC. Subgrantees must also describe how the PAC is involved in the review of the local CNA, planning, development of the regional application, implementation of services provided to students, and program evaluation. The subgrantees are required to identify any training that will be provided to the PAC to support quality implementation of the program. Once the regional application is completed, it is presented in its entirety to the PAC, and the officers of the PAC (or Regional Parent Advisory Council) then sign the cover page of the regional application to confirm that the PAC was consulted. Additionally, the State Parent Advisory Council (SPAC) is comprised of one elected representative from each subgrantee. These parent representatives communicate information from the direct funded district or region as well as disseminate information from the SPAC to the local level. 
viii. Describe the SEA’s processes and procedures for ensuring that migratory children who meet the statutory definition of “priority for services” are given priority for Title I, Part C services, including: 

a. The specific measures and sources of data used to determine whether a migratory child meets each priority for services criteria;

California’s Response

The current process for identifying Priority for Services (PFS) children is conducted as an annual identification after the end of the Performance Period. This is done using the record of a move made during the regular school year within the Performance Period, in addition to assessment data for the Performance Period. After the child has been identified based on move and assessment scores (four months after the end of the period in which their move occurred), they are marked as PFS for that Performance Period, and are PFS in the following year if still present.  

In 2016–17, the MSIN 6.0 system will function in real time for identifying children as PFS. All of the data required to make the PFS determination (moves and assessment scores) will be present within a single system. If the move is within the dates of the regular school year and the child has a Statewide Student Identifier number, then their most current state assessment scores can be evaluated to immediately identify them as PFS. This immediate identification would allow regions to target services sooner, allow for faster reporting to MSIX, and allow for faster EDFacts file creation.  
b. The delegation of responsibilities for documenting priority for services determinations and the provision of services to migratory children determined to be priority for services; and

California’s Response

The CDE will have the responsibility for documenting the determination of PFS. PFS determination will be made on a daily basis through the MSIN 6.0 system. Subgrantees (Regional offices, LEAs that have MOUs or District Service Agreements [DSAs]) will be responsible for provisioning services appropriate to the child's need.

c. The timeline for making priority for services determinations, and communicating such information to title I, part C service providers.
California’s Response

The determination process will be immediate; children will be evaluated by the State's criteria as soon as the COE documenting the move during the Performance Period is verified. Then subgrantees are notified within 24 hours of the determination. Children identified as PFS will be monitored to ensure services are delivered.
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