EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT: PLAN SECTION SUMMARY
Title II, Part A: Supporting Effective Instruction
Purposes of the Program

· Increase student achievement consistent with the challenging state academic standards;
· Improve the quality and effectiveness of teachers, principals, and other school leaders;
· Increase the number of teachers, principals, and other school leaders who are effective in improving student academic achievement in schools; and 
· Provide low-income and minority students greater access to effective teachers, principals, and other school leaders.
California Students and Funding

· The California Department of Education anticipates that California will receive $250 million in Title II, Part A funds in 2017–18.
· In 2016–17, 1,250 districts and direct-funded charter schools received these funds. 
· Ninety-five percent of the state grant is sub-granted to districts and direct-funded charter schools. The remaining 5 percent is used for administration and state-level activities.
· States may also reserve 3 percent of the Title II, Part A sub-grant allocation for activities for principals or other school leaders.
ESSA State Plan Requirement: Describe how the State will use Title II, Part A funds received under Title II, Part A for State-level activities, including how the activities are expected to improve the skills of teachers and principals and improve student achievement.

· Implementation of State Academic Content Standards: The California Department of Education, State Board of Education, and county offices of education are working together and with other state, regional, and local partners to support the implementation of state academic content standards. The plan states that California will build upon this work using Title II, Part A funds to provide professional learning opportunities for educators to support student achievement of the content standards. 
· Support for School Leaders: California also plans to use the optional 3 percent Title II, Part A set aside to support activities that will focus on providing professional learning and other supports for principals and other school leaders. 
· Equitable services for nonprofit private school teachers and administrators: Funds will also be used to provide state-wide professional development activities to California’s nonprofit private school teachers and administrators
· Administration and technical assistance: Funds will be used to support CDE staff who distribute, monitor, and provide support regarding the use of local Title II, Part A funds.
· Educator Equity: Funds will be used to collect data about whether or not students from low income families and students of color have access to effective teachers, and then prepare and provide a report on equitable access. The state will incorporate resources and supports for districts to address issues regarding educator equity into the statewide system of support, and may use Title II, Part A funds for this purpose. 
ESSA State Plan Requirement: Describe how the State will improve the skills of teachers, principals, or other school leaders to identify students with specific learning needs and to meet those needs.

· Curriculum frameworks: These documents, one for each subject, are developed by content experts and educators and adopted by the State Board of Education. The frameworks provide guidance to educators on how to teach California standards while meeting the needs of diverse students, including children with disabilities, English learners, students who are gifted and talented, and students with low literacy levels. The frameworks are the foundation of educator preparation programs and professional learning for educators, and also guide publishers to develop classroom resources that support the frameworks.

· English language development standards: California also has adopted English language development standards to support the success of English learners. California is the first state to adopt an integrated English language arts/English language development framework, and all frameworks adopted since 2013 include strategies for English language development. 

· Serving students with disabilities: California’s Statewide Special Education Task Force report, “One System: Reforming Education to Serve All Students,” is helping the state to think about how to better meet the needs of students with disabilities. The Commission on Teacher Credentialing is updating its teacher preparation standards so that all teachers get more training in how to serve students with disabilities. 

· California School Dashboard: The California School Dashboard helps schools and districts to understand how particular groups of students are doing relative to state priorities. Schools and districts can use this information to identify the professional learning needs of their principals and teachers, and to set goals around meeting those needs.

States are also asked to:

· Describe how the State certifies and licenses educators: The Commission on Teacher Credentialing is responsible for issuing all licenses required to serve in the public schools in California.

· Describe how the State will use data and ongoing consultation to update and improve the activities funded with Title II, Part A funds: At the local level, Local Control and Accountability Plans are updated every year. This allows districts to see how well they are meeting their goals, and to make adjustments as needed. Under ESSA, districts will also complete an LCAP Addendum. Here, they will describe programs and activities for which they will use their Title II, Part A funds. Therefore, the use of these funds is planned for in consultation with the local school community. State-level Title II activities will also be evaluated and improved through data analysis and consultation. Within the state system of support, the state will regularly review Dashboard data and LCAP Addenda to identify and address areas of greatest need.

· Describe how the State may improve preparation programs and strengthen support for teachers, principals, or other school leaders based on State needs: California does not plan to utilize Title II, Part A funds to improve preparation programs. Additional supports for educators will be made within the larger state system of support, which will be developed over the coming year.

California Department of Education | May 2017 | Page 2
California Department of Education | May 2017 | Page 1

