EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT: PLAN SECTION SUMMARY
Title III, Part A: Support for English Learner Students
Purposes of the Program 
· Help English learners (ELs) learn English and have success in academics in English.
· Help ELs meet the same academic standards that all children are expected to meet. 
· Help teachers and other educators create and maintain effective language instruction programs.
· Help teachers and other educators to provide effective education programs that prepare ELs to participate in all-English settings.
· Encourage parent, family, and community participation in language instruction programs. 
California Funding
· In 2015–16, 1.3 million students eligible for Title III
· 2017–18 estimated funding for 2017–18 is $167.6 million
· Districts receive funds if they enroll EL or immigrant students
ESSA State Plan Requirement: Describe how the State will develop standard entrance and exit procedures for ELs with timely and meaningful input from districts. 

California makes sure that students who may be English learners are tested for this status within 30 days of enrollment. Currently, the state uses the California English Language Development Test, or CELDT, to identify ELs. The CELDT will be replaced with the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California, or ELPAC, in 2018. 

State law defines the procedures to exit a student from EL status. These procedures include a review of the following information:

1. Results from the English language proficiency test
2. Teacher evaluation of a student’s mastery of the curriculum
3. Parent consultation, and
4. Comparison of the student’s academic test results to students who are not ELs
Once the ELPAC is in place, California will need to consider updating these procedures. California will make sure that entrance and exit procedures are developed in consultation with districts. This will be done through statewide conferences, trainings, committees, public comment during the regulations process, and policy updates. 

ESSA State Plan Requirement: Describe how the State will help districts meet the State’s long term goals for EL progress and help EL students meet the State academic standards. 

California has adopted academic standards, including English language development, or ELD, standards.  California ELD Standards guide instruction so that ELs gain English language skill that gives them access to academic subjects. California’s academic standards for English language arts, mathematics, and science have been studied for alignment to the ELD standards to make sure the language demands are similar. This supports ELs because it helps them develop English skill at the same level they need in order to engage in these subject areas. 

Curriculum frameworks are the State’s guidance for teaching the state standards. California is the first state in the nation to develop a curriculum framework that integrates English language arts and English language development. Any new curriculum frameworks in other subject areas will also include English language development. The inclusion of English language development in these documents provides all educators, at all levels, practical suggestions for supporting ELs in all courses. ELs also participate in the State assessment system after a year of attending a U.S. school.

California has also included ELs as a group of students whose achievement in several areas is regularly monitored. The State has established long-term goals for ELs in three indicators: 

· the Academic Indicator measures EL academic progress in English language arts and mathematics; 

· the Graduation Rate Indicator measures the number and growth of EL students graduating; and 
· the English Learner Progress Indicator measures English language progress based on CELDT scores and exiting students from EL status. 

The State Plan includes more details about the English Learner Progress Indicator. It measures the percentage of EL students who are making progress towards attainment of English from one year to the next on the CELDT. It also measures the number of ELs who moved from being ELs to fluent English speakers. There are five levels ELs can achieve on the CELDT. The goal is for every EL student to move up at least one level each year. Once the ELPAC is in place, these policies may change. 
There are also several ways the State provides support to districts, including: a library of resources for districts that help to monitor EL progress; professional development that is provided by integrated teams of language, assessment, accountability, and academic experts; and a system of county-level support. Both the State and county offices provide in person, virtual, and web-based assistance to districts to help them plan, implement, evaluate, and report activities that help ELs meet their goals. These activities continue to be improved as the state implements its state system of support. 

ESSA State Plan Requirement: Describe how the State will monitor the progress of districts receiving Title III funds in helping ELs achieve English proficiency. Describe the steps the State will take to help districts whose Title III strategies are not effective. 

The State monitors districts receiving Title III funds through the federal program monitoring process. This process includes on-site and online reviews of districts. The tools that the State uses to complete this monitoring emphasize student achievement of English proficiency. The State also provides technical assistance to districts to help them plan for the use of local and federal funds to meet the State accountability measures. County offices are also trained to provide local assistance to districts on federal requirements, best practices, and improving EL progress. The State also works closely with the Comprehensive Center and other EL and education experts to provide support for districts whose Title III strategies are not effective. Districts are also provided root cause analysis tools so that they can figure out how to modify existing strategies. These strategies will continue to be refined as the state puts in place its statewide system of support. 
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