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Enrolling Two-Year-Olds
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Maximizing California State Preschool Program Enrollment by Serving Two-Year-Olds
Effective July 2, 2024, through June 30, 2027
[bookmark: _tix6qmyrq294]California State Preschool Program (CSPP) contractors may enroll eligible two-year-old children in part-day or full-day CSPP programs through June 30, 2027.
Definition
A “two-year-old child” is one who has had their second birthday and does not meet the definition of a “three-year-old” (i.e., turning three on or before December 1 of the fiscal year).
Eligibility and Documentation
· Must meet existing CSPP eligibility:
· Child Protective Services (CPS)/At Risk
· Exceptional needs
· A current aid recipient
· Income
· Experiencing Homelessness
· Means-tested government program recipient
· Family with income no more than 15 percent above the income eligibility threshold
· Neighborhood School Eligibility (NSE)
[bookmark: _Hlk214953330]Enrollment Priorities
1. [bookmark: _ry9fkrhwdki]CPS/At Risk: three- and four-year-olds first, then eligible two-year-olds.
2. Exceptional Needs: three- and four-year-olds below income threshold (lowest income first).
3. Not Enrolled in Transitional Kindergarten: Eligible three- and four-year-olds prioritized by lowest income, Dual Language Learner (DLL) status, then longest wait time.
4. Two-Year-Olds: If served, follow same order as above (lowest income, then DLL, then wait time).
5. 15 percent Above Income Threshold: three- and four-year-olds with exceptional needs first, then others by income ranking.
6. After all Others:
· Eligible three- and four-year-olds without a need for services, then two-year-olds;
· Children under NSE, by lowest income (three- and four-year-olds first).
Ratios and Staffing
· Option 1: Up to eight two-year-olds or 30 percent or less of the class ratios are 1:8 adult-child, 1:24 teacher-child ratio
· Option 2: More than eight or more than 30 percent of the class ratios are 1:4 adult-child, 1:16 teacher-child ratio
· If two-year-olds make up more than 50 percent of a class, apply two-year-old ratios to the entire group; otherwise, calculate ratios separately for each age group.
· No additional infant/toddler units required by the California Department of Education but check with Community Care Licensing.
Diapering Policy
· [bookmark: _Hlk214953628]Toileting status is not an eligibility factor; children cannot be denied services or skipped in priority for this reason.
· Contractors must provide all diapering supplies, including wipes.
· Families may provide diapers or pull-ups only if a board-approved policy with parent advisory input is in place.
Reimbursement
· Adjustment factor for two-year-olds is 1.8, same as for three-year-olds.
· If a child qualifies for multiple adjustment factors, contractors may choose the highest applicable factor.
Resources
· Serving Two-Year-Old Children in CSPP: https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/groups/e0cfjrjf/upk-p-3/pages/serving-two-year-old-children-in-cspp-resources
· Management Bulletin 25-03: Guidance to CSPP contractors of the new law that allows, but does not require, two-year-old children to be enrolled in CSPP: https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/mb2503.asp
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