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[bookmark: _o9mzou2kmtfb]Parent Communication—Your Child's Language Journey: Understanding Language Support in California State Preschool Programs (CSPP)
No matter where your child is in their educational journey, the State of California is dedicated to supporting their language development. California is committed to supporting multilingualism, which is a significant asset.
There are different terms used to describe children that are learning more than one language. In the California State Preschool Program (CSPP) we refer to children who are developing two or more languages as Dual Language Learners (DLLs) and we use an identification process to ensure your child’s teacher has knowledge about their language experiences in order to support English development and ongoing development of your child’s home language.
Later in Transitional Kindergarten (TK) and the kindergarten through grade 12 (K-12) grades you will hear children learning more than one language referred to as multilingual learners (TK) or English learners (K-12).
By identifying DLLs in preschool, our goal is to provide teachers with the information they need to support your child’s language development to ensure they experience the benefits of multilingualism and promote welcoming, culturally affirming environments.
[bookmark: _fnddelrvl2f]Benefits
There are many benefits when your child’s educator has more information about the languages your child speaks:
· Children receive support for their language skills and strengthen their overall language development
· Families get information about the importance of developing your home language
· Families and educators have better connections
· Educators respect and incorporate your child's cultural and linguistic background into the learning
[bookmark: _2udfg7jne3ys]Process
Identification of DLLs follows the following steps:
At Enrollment:
· Programs will conduct the Family Language Instrument to determine your child’s DLL status. They may also obtain information on your child’s designation as an English learner if your child is also enrolled in TK or kindergarten. Designation as an English learner means your child speaks another language at home or has not yet demonstrated English proficiency.
Within 30 Calendar Days:
· Your child is designated a DLL if a language other than English is the answer to any of the following questions on the Family Language Instrument:
· [bookmark: _hjit28u5irjj]What language(s) does your child hear and/or is exposed to at home?
· [bookmark: _ca3s4ywsym8n]Which language(s) does your child understand and/or respond to?
· [bookmark: _ykinwgo8ek6y]Which language(s) does your child speak and/or use to communicate?
· If your child is designated as a DLL, your child's teacher or other staff will conduct the Family Language and Interest Interview with you.
· A teacher may designate your child as DLL based on further observation if your child demonstrates that they speak, respond to, or understand a language other than English within 30 calendar days of enrollment.
DLL identification ensures your child will receive additional support and resources, not differential treatment. Research shows that maintaining the home language benefits your child's overall development and will help your child reap the long-term benefits of bilingualism.
[bookmark: _iqn4gp6xwge]Your Rights as Parents
We want you to feel comfortable sharing information about your child's language background. We understand you may have concerns and are here to answer any of your questions.
You have the right to:
· Understand why we are asking about your child's language background
· Know how this information will be used to support your child
· Ask questions about the identification process at any time
· Receive information in your preferred language when possible
[bookmark: _jby6d4tg5tur]Things to Remember
· Your child's home language is an asset - Multilingual children have cognitive and academic advantages
· These identification processes ensure your child receives appropriate support
· You have rights and your input is valued throughout the process
· Student information is protected under the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), as well as state data privacy laws, which safeguard the privacy of student education records
Questions? Concerns? Don't hesitate to reach out to your child's teacher or school administrator. We're here to support your child's language journey every step of the way.
California Department of Education
February 2026
image1.png
Calfornia's
P . Prel(mdexgar(en gmfsM




