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[bookmark: _ks5a8w442b76]Parent Communication—Your Child's Language Journey: Understanding Language Support Kindergarten and Beyond
No matter where your child is in their educational journey, the State of California is dedicated to supporting their language development. California is committed to supporting multilingualism, which is a significant asset for young children.
You may have heard your child referred to as a multilingual learner or dual language learner in preschool or TK. In the kindergarten through twelfth (K-12) grades, a child that is developing two or more languages at the same time and needs additional support with developing English is formally referred to as an English learner (EL) based upon federal law.
Identifying your child as an English learner student makes sure your child’s teacher has knowledge about their language experiences in order to support English development and ongoing development of your child’s home language. The goal of identifying your child as an EL is to provide teachers with the information they need to support your child’s language development and leverage the benefits of their multilingualism. We also want to promote a welcoming, culturally affirming environment and make sure your child receives appropriate support without limiting access to their educational opportunities.
[bookmark: _dd5khosuw52k]Benefits
If your child is identified as an EL student your child will receive English Language Development (ELD), which is specialized instruction designed to help English learners develop English language skills while learning academic content. ELPAC results help teachers understand what kind of support your child needs to succeed in school. As an English learner, your child will receive language instruction to support their access to grade level content. The support may include visual support and hands-on activities, opportunities to use both their home language and English. You can expect regular progress monitoring and family communications. Depending on your child’s proficiency with the English language and district resources, they may receive:
· Designated ELD: Specific time each day focused on English language skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing)
· Integrated ELD: English language support woven throughout all subjects (math, science, social studies)
· Home language support: When possible, support in your child's home language to help bridge understanding
[bookmark: _gw2xlurvlgep]Process
Identification (also called classification) of EL students follows these steps:
At Enrollment:
· Your school will ask all families to complete your district's Home Language Survey (HLS) at Kindergarten entry (unless you already completed it at TK enrollment)
In Response to the HLS and within 30 days:
· Your school will administer the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC) screener to all children whose home language is not English. If a student is identified as an English learner based on results of the initial ELPAC assessment, the student will be administered the ELPAC summative assessment annually to measure progress in English language proficiency until they achieve exit status.
· The ELPAC is the test used to measure how well California students understand English in four different areas:
· Listening
· Speaking
· Reading
· Writing
When Receiving Comprehensive ELD:
Every Year (until exit status is achieved):
· Your school will evaluate whether your child is ready to be reclassified to Fluent Reclassified English Proficient (RFEP) and exit EL status.
· In California, students need to meet four reclassification criteria:
1. Assessment of language proficiency: Overall Performance Level 4 on the Summative ELPAC or Overall Performance Level 3 on the Summative Alternate ELPAC
2. Teacher evaluation: Review of the student's curriculum mastery
3. Parental opinion and consultation: Your input about your child's progress
4. Comparison of performance: Student's basic skills performance compared to English proficient students of the same age
· Parents are encouraged to participate in the reclassification process by:
· Sharing your opinion and feedback regarding your child's progress
· Voicing any concerns and questions about your child's likely reclassification
· Working collaboratively with the school to identify strategies to address questions and concerns
After Reclassification:
· Your school district must monitor your child’s progress for a minimum of four years to ensure correct classification, placement, and to provide additional academic support as needed.
[bookmark: _uq056undzb7f]Parental Rights
We want you to feel comfortable with the language support and English Language Development process in Kindergarten and beyond. We understand you may have concerns and are here to answer your questions.
You have the right to:
· Understand how Home Language Survey information and ELPAC results will be used,
· Receive information about ELD support services, and
· Ask questions about the identification and support process.
[bookmark: _x62meo78nagx]Things to Remember
· Your child's home language is an asset - Multilingual students have cognitive and academic advantages
· These identification processes ensure your child receives appropriate support
· You have rights and your input is valued throughout the process
· Student information is protected under the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), as well as state data privacy laws, which safeguard the privacy of student education records
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