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[bookmark: _k42xxy366og4]Parent Communication—Your Child's Language Journey: Understanding Language Support in Transitional Kindergarten (TK)
No matter where your child is in their educational journey, the State of California is dedicated to supporting their language development. California is committed to supporting multilingualism, which is a significant asset for young children.
There are different terms used to describe children that are learning more than one language. In Transitional Kindergarten (TK) we refer to children who are developing two or more languages as multilingual learners (MLLs), and we use a process to ensure your child’s teacher has knowledge about their language experiences in order to support English development as well as your child’s home language.
Later when your child enters kindergarten you will hear children learning more than one language referred to as MLLs or English learners.
We want to understand your child’s multilingual experience when they enter TK so we can provide your child’s teacher with the information they need to support your child’s language development and leverage the benefits of multilingualism. We also want to promote a welcoming, culturally affirming environment.
[bookmark: _hxkfw96txt80]Benefits
[bookmark: _g6114fv6lcg3]This information helps your child’s teachers and school staff to effectively support your child's English and home language development:
· Research shows cognitive, economic, and long-term academic benefits of multilingualism and multiliteracy
· The languages and cultures that children bring with them are an asset to their learning communities
[bookmark: _bbzloeaiznoq]Process
Understanding your child’s multilingual experience follows the following steps:
At Enrollment:
· Schools will ask all families to complete your district's Home Language Survey (HLS) upon enrollment to TK.
· If a language other than English is identified on the HLS, your district may provide additional screening and specific language support services.
· Beginning in the 2027–28 school year, California will implement a mandatory TK Multilingual Learner (ML) screener. The TK ML screener will be developmentally appropriate for younger learners and support the services-first approach by providing educators with actionable information to differentiate instruction and support for MLLs during the critical TK year.
[bookmark: _989386q8bfm6]Parental Rights
We want you to feel comfortable with the language support available in TK. We understand you may have concerns and are here to answer your questions.
You have the right to:
· Understand how the Home Language Survey information will be used
· Know what additional screening your child may benefit from
· Receive information about multilingual support services
· Ask questions about our approach to understanding your child’s multilingual experiences
[bookmark: _7p1uouptxb9q]Things to Remember
· Your child's home language is an asset - Multilingual children have cognitive and academic advantages
· These processes ensure your child receives appropriate support
· You have rights and your input is valued throughout the process
· Student information is protected under the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), as well as state data privacy laws, which safeguard the privacy of student education records.
Questions? Concerns? Don't hesitate to reach out to your child's teacher or school administrator. We're here to support your child's language journey every step of the way.
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