
the age of two years lear n how to help them 
act ively view PBS chi ldre n's prog rams and how 
to extend the children's vieWing ex perience 
by participating in loca l .....orkshops that use 
children's books, television, and related materia ls. 

Child Care Initiative Project 
The Child Care Initiative Project (CO P) focuses 
on infants and toddlers and provides educational 
activities, technical assistance, and ongoing 
suppon in multiple lan ~u ages for individual s 
who are interested in becoming licensed family 
child carecaregi ....ers. 

Gwup trai ning 
and ind ividual 
support a re offered 
for ca regiver$ who 
are interested in 
begin ning a fa mil y 
child ca re business, 
as .....ell as those wi th 
yea rs of ex perience. 
Continuing support 

services for both new and ex perienced lice nsed 
caregivers include opportunities for meeting wil h 
ot her licensed caregivers, ed ucaliona l home visi ts, 
resource and information sharing, and ass istance 
to obtain loca l co mmunit y services. 

Educationa l oppor tunities address ~uch topics "s 
child de ....elopment, hcalth and sa fety, slls tainable 
business practi ces, and professionali sm. 

Visit the Californ ia Child Care Resourcc and 
Referral Nel .....ork's Web sil t: , hlt ~:Uww\'ll, 
rrnl,'twork.or&, or ca ll 4 IS-X82-02J4 to find 
your loca l R&R. 
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Grandparents, relatives, friends. 
neighbors, and babysitters can 

provide learning opportunities that 
will strengthen child ren's school 
readiness. 

The California Department of 
Education's Child Development 
Division supports the work of these 
informal caregivers (those who are 
exempt from licensing) by offering 
fun activit ies that are purposeful and 
playful and instill a love of learni ng 
and joy in young chi ld ren. 

The programs described in this 
brochure support the basic things 
that can strengthen a child 's readiness 
for school. These opportunit ies also 
serve to help caregivers like you build 
skills and fu rther advance your career 
in child care. 

Growing, 
Learning, 
and Caring 
Project 
Resource and Referral 
Agencies (R&Rs), wh ich 
are located in all S8 
counties, provide ser
vices fo r license-exempt 
informal caregivers. ' 
The Growing, Learning, 
and Caring Project 
ensures that informal ca regivers throughout 
California have access to quality training and 
support services that a re meaningful and 
culturally releva nt. Priority is given to those 
caregivers who ca re for children whose parents 
receive financial assistance for ch ild ca re. 

Local projects adapt to the changing needs of 
the community by offering support in muhiple 
languages and providi ng free educat ional aClivities 
that are tailored 10 the diverse needs of the areas 
served. The projects can also help informal 
ca regivers connect with local community 
services. 

Educationa l opportunities address va rious 
topics, includi ng health and safe ty, nutrition, 
di scipline and guidance, family support and 
com mun ication, lea rning through play, fami ly 
literacy, character developm ent and educat ion, 
and school success. 

Technical assistance services indude educationa l 
home visits and the shar ing of g3mes, resources, 
information , and toys for ch ildren in care. 

· Licen~e·ncml't caregi\"er ~ ~re srandpan-nu, aunu. or undn. 
Individuals who care for mcm\l{>r$ ofonl)' one other famil)' 
~re ~Iso ("scmpt from ticensure. 

Your Local Resource 
and Referral Agency 
Re..,oufce and referra l agencies (R&Rs) t rai n 
caregivers in an effort to increase the qualit y and 
supply of fa m ily child care across the state. Your 
local R&R agency ca n help )'OU lea rn about the 
followi ng tra ining s('rvices; pediatric hea lth and 
safety training; th<.: Growi ng, Learn ing, and Caring 
Projec t: Presc hool Educa tion Program; ;lOd the 
Child Ca re Initiative Projec t. 

Pediatric Health 
and Safety 
Training 
Pediatric health and safety 
trainin g is avai lable loca lly 
throughout Ca lifornia. 
Partial or full scholarships 
for this traini ng may be 
available through your local 
R&R. These health and sa fe ty 
classes present the follow ing 
topics: card iopul monary 
resuscitation (CPR), first a id , handwashing, 
diapering, d row ni ng prevention, sudden infa nt 
death sy ndrome (SIOS), shaken baby sy nd rome, 
motor vehicle and school bus safe ty_ and disease 
prevention. 

Preschool Education 
Program 
The Preschool Ed ucation Progra m is supported 
by the Public Broadcasting Se rvice (PBS) a nd 
the Cali fo rnia Departmen t of Ed ucation's Child 
Development Division . PBS stations in Eureka, 
Fres no, Los Angeles, Redding, Sacramento, San 
Diego, San Franc i ~co , and San Jose participate in 
this program . Ca regivers of children who are over 


