Environment for Services
This chart provides a graphic representation of an IDEA-based continuum of potential service environments to ensure that
all students have access to a free and appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment (LRE).
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	Basic

Description
	Regular education classes

Academic and social support

services available to all students
	Regular education classes

Additional services provided to

students as required by their IEPs
	
Special classes serving students

with disabilities

Additional services provided to

students as required by their IEPs

	Services Provided
	Academic instruction based on state  standards for the appropriate grade  level and/or subject area

Academic and Social Counseling

School-wide Behavior Interventions

Additional Supports and Services for the general student population (e.g. tutoring, after-school programs)


	Academic instruction based on state  standards for the appropriate grade  level and/or subject area

Academic and social counseling

Behavior intervention supports, behavior  intervention plans

Special Supports and Services individualized for students based on IEP goals and services
	Specialized Academic Instruction based on students’ IEP goals

Special supports and services

individualized for students based

on IEP goals and student needs

Behavior intervention supports,  behavior  intervention plans

Residential placement as needed


	Delivery Environments
	· Neighborhood schools

· Regular education classrooms

· Academic intervention classrooms


	· Regular education classrooms

· Regular education classrooms with support from SPED teacher or aide

· Combination of regular and special education classrooms

· Resource Specialist pull-out or in-class support


	· Special classrooms on regular school campuses

· Special education schools

· Learning in non-classroom setting or by using telecommunication services

· Nonpublic schools

· State Special Schools
· Home and Hospital Instruction
· Residential Placement



Note: Some considerations contained in this document are not based on requirements contained in federal regulations (IDEA) or state special education law. Insofar as LEAs choose to make decisions outside of the scope of federal and state special education law, they voluntarily choose to do so and thereby exceed federal and state regulatory requirements. Whenever possible, considerations contained in this document that are beyond the scope of special education law are identified through a footnote. Such considerations reflect information that has been gathered from the field. This guidance is intended to assist LEAs in determining the variety of placement options that are needed in the LEA’s service array.
Considerations for an Array of Services providing a Continuum of Alternative Placement:

• Does the current service array include an instructional program incorporating a range of curricula offerings and a variety of instructional strategies both within a context of system standards and assessments?

• Does the current service array include a trained highly qualified staff
?

• Does the current service array include opportunities that engage students in their interests and areas of strength?

• Does the current service array reflect collaboration among school staff and with community members toward a concerted effort to serve all students in the school?

• Does the current service array include opportunities for family and community involvement?

• Does the current service array include supports that are available and portable across school settings
?

• Does the current service array include effective access to community and agency services, both to serve students and to support school staff?

• Does the current service array include a school-wide approach to behavioral issues
?
• Does the current service array include a system of transitional services to support students as they move to new settings within the school; and a system of supports based on functional assessment/intervention that addresses student needs in the general education and special education setting? 3 
· Does the current service array include general education class services with supplementary aids and services?

- Related Services?

- Special Education Teacher Support Services?

- Collaborative Team Teaching?3
• Does the current service array include special class services part-time and full-time in community school district/high school and full-time in specialized schools?

• Does the current service array include state approved nonpublic schools; and home and hospital instruction?
• For students being considered for residential placement, does the current service array provide a coordinated alternative set of services that would allow students to receive necessary support while remaining in their current residential environment (analogous to the Wraparound process provided pursuant to SB 163)?
Considerations for Determining the Primary Environment for the Delivery of Special Education Services:

While these considerations could assist the IEP team in reaching a placement decision, their purpose here is to assist an administrator in determining what services will be required for the LEA to provide a continuum of alternative placement options for its population of students with special needs.
• Is it possible for the student to receive his/her individually determined services in a general education class?

• Can supplementary aids and services accommodate the student's needs in the general education class?

• Is it possible for the student to access the general education curriculum and meet his/her annual goals in the general education class for some, even if not a significant portion, of the day?

• What are the non-academic benefits to the student from interacting with non-disabled peers?

• Is the student so disruptive in the general education classroom that the education of the student or other students is significantly impaired? 
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� See CDE guidance documents on staffing requirements (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/reqsecuresrvcs.asp" �http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/reqsecuresrvcs.asp�/� HYPERLINK "http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/optsrltdsvcs.asp" �http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/ac/optsrltdsvcs.asp�) 


� Portability of a service is not discussed in Special Education law.


� This is not required under special education law.
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