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Welcome 
California Department of Education (CDE)—Meet the Team
Phoua Her: Office Technician, California Proficiency Program and High School Equivalency (HSE)
Michelle Atwood: Analyst, HSE, California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation Record Requests
Jill Carnie Spring: Analyst, California Proficiency Program and HSE
Carolyn Fernandez: Analyst, California Proficiency Program and HSE
Stephanie Ireland: Education Programs Consultant, Physical Fitness Testing
Gita Raman: Education Programs Consultant, California Proficiency Program and HSE
Don Killmer: Education Administrator, California State GED® and HiSET® Administrator
Topics for the Day
· The California Proficiency Program (CPP)
· The HSE
· The credentials earned after passing the program
· The testing vendors for the CPP and HSE Programs
· How to find more information about and apply for the Homeless and Foster Youth Fee Waiver
The California Proficiency Program
· The CPP is for currently enrolled California high school students.
· The CPP was established by the California Education Code (EC) Section 48412 on the California Legislative Information Code Section web page.
· The CPP is for students who are excelling or who could be struggling in school due to circumstances outside of their control.
· These students may choose to take the CPP to earn their Certificate of Proficiency, the legal equivalent to a high school diploma issued by the State Board of Education, and exit high school with a parent or guardian’s signature to begin attending higher education or start their career. 
· Subjects covered: 
· Mathematics 
· Language Arts
· Reading 
· Writing
· HiSET is the only CPP Vendor.
· Testing languages: English and Spanish
CPP Eligibility 
[bookmark: _Hlk163636507]The CPP is for California high school students who are 
at least sixteen years of age and currently enrolled in high school;
enrolled in at least their second semester of tenth grade; or
enrolled in their first semester of tenth grade for one school year or longer.
CPP test takers must also be subject to California Compulsory Education Laws including
being enrolled in a California public school;
being enrolled in a California private or homeschool; or
possessing a work Permit issued by the Department of Industrial Relations.
For more detailed information on CPP eligibility, please review the eligibility criteria posted on the CDE CPP web page.
[bookmark: _Hlk163636527]CPP Testing Options 
Testing can be scheduled any day of the week at any time.
Test at home online, through live proctoring.
Test at a testing center on the computer or with paper and pencil.
Paper and pencil testing is available at select test sites. Use the HiSET Find Testing & Adult Education Centers web page to locate a test center that offers paper and pencil testing.
Scores are available within 48 hours after testing through the student’s MyHiSET Profile.
Minimum Passing Scores 
CPP passing scores are higher than the HSE because these test takers are currently enrolled in high school and are receiving daily instruction in the core subjects of Mathematics and Language Arts: Reading and Writing.
Score at least 15/20 on each subtest:
· Language Arts
· Reading
· Writing
· Mathematics
Score at least 4/6 on the Writing subtest
Achieve a total scaled score of at least 45/60 on all three subtests
CPP Credentials
CPP Passers earn a Transcript and Certificate of Proficiency 
HiSET issues CPP credentials on behalf of the CDE
CPP credentials are not managed by Parchment 
Comprehensive test scores available online after 48 hours; access through MyHiSET account/profile
Electronic passer-letter emailed to the test taker after one week to the email address used to set up the MyHiSET profile
Hard copy of the Certificate of Proficiency and Transcript are mailed up to one month after passing the exam
If the test taker does not receive the hard copy of their transcript and Certificate of Proficiency please contact HiSET Customer Service via the Contact HiSET web page and clearly state you are a CPP Test taker inquiring about your credentials
HiSET Customer Service Details: Need help? Contact our Test Taker Services team via phone or email, clearly state you are a CPP Passer, and provide your HiSET ID Number
· 1-855-MyHiSET (1-855-694-4738)
· HiSETsupport@psionline.com 
· Hours of availability:
· Monday through Friday 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. CT
· Saturday and Sunday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CT
Students are advised to double-check address in MyHiSET Account; CPP passers are also advised before passing the exam to ensure their mailing address is current and completely filled out with any applicable apartment numbers
· If any changes or updates needed, please apply in MyHiSET Account
After receiving the first free copy of the Certificate of Proficiency and Transcript, test takers can place an order for paid credentials by calling HiSET Customer Service
Test takers or third parties can place an order for a CPP passer letter through PSI Online Store
Opportunities After Passing the CPP 
Apply for Financial Aid/Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
Attend higher education: CA Junior, State, or University of California
Test takers advised to check with their prospective university to ensure all prerequisites have been completed
Enter a trade school
Start career
Take the remaining two HiSET-Equivalency subtests, Science and Social Studies, to earn a High School Equivalency Certificate; accepted across the US and internationally
HSE Program
Overview
· Enacted by the Education Code sections 51420–51427
· Population: adults
· Subjects: Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, and Science, each vendor breaks the subtests down differently
· Credential: Certificate of Equivalency, accepted across the US and internationally as the legal equivalent to a high school diploma
· Vendors: GED or HiSET
· Testing Languages: English or Spanish
Eligibility
The HSE Program is for individuals who are
not enrolled in high school;
eighteen years of age or older; or 
seventeen years of age under certain circumstances by requesting an age waiver from the CDE by emailing hse@cde.ca.gov.
For more information, please visit the CDE HSE Eligibility web page.
HSE Exam Subtests
GED® has four subtests:
Reading and Writing
Mathematics
Social Studies
Science
GED Test Subjects web page
HiSET has five subtests:
Reading
Writing
Mathematics
Social Studies
Science
HiSET About the HiSET web page
GED Accommodations web page
HiSET the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA) accommodations web page
Exam Options
Online, from home, with live proctors (both vendors)
In person, at a testing center (both vendors)
Computer-based testing (both vendors)
Paper-based testing at select testing sites (only HiSET)
HiSET Find Testing & Adult Education Centers web page
GED website
HSE Minimum Passing Scores
GED Passing Scores:
· A score of at least 145 on each subtest
· A minimum total of 580
HiSET Passing Scores:
· A score of at least 8 on each subtest
· A minimum total of 45
GED Test Scores web page
HiSET Get Your Scores & Credentials web page
HSE Credentials
GED Passers
· Passers receive their initial e-transcript and e-certificate included in the price of testing. 
· Paper copies of these documents must be ordered for a fee.
· To place an order for a GED certificate or transcript, please visit the GED Grads and Transcripts web page. 
· Call the GED Parchment help desk phone number: 1-888-906-4031
HiSET Passers
· Passers receive their initial e-transcript, e-certificate, and the first set of paper credentials included in the price of testing.
· Passers may order the next set of credentials for a fee.
· For additional information, access the HiSET Get Your Scores & Credentials web page.
· Call the HiSET Parchment help desk phone number: 1-888-662-0874
Opportunities for HSE Passers
Apply for Financial Aid/FAFSA
Enter a trade school
Start or advance career
Earn higher wages
Homeless and Foster Youth Fee Waiver 
If you are under the age of twenty-five (and certified as a homeless youth by a homeless services provider) or a foster youth as defined in EC Section 48412, you qualify for a fee waiver for the HSE and CPP tests.
Foster Youth Eligibility: If you are under the age of twenty-five and a current or former foster youth you may apply for the waiver.
· CDE Homeless and Foster Youths: Fee Waiver for HSE and Proficiency Tests flyer (PDF)
· CDE Homeless Certification Form (PDF)
Contact Us
CDE HSE Office
Email: HSEoffice@cde.ca.gov
Phone: 916-445-9438
CDE CHSPE Office
Email: CHSPE@cde.ca.gov
Phone: 916-445-9449
CDE CPP Office
· Email: CPP@cde.ca.gov
· Phone: 916-445-9449
Are you a new subscriber? Visit the CDE Assessment Spotlight web page.
Follow the California Statewide Assessment System: @CDEAssessments on X
Thank You!
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