sssb-sed-mar11item01

Page 4 of 4

	California Department of Education
Executive Office
SBE-003 (REV. 08/2010)

sssb-sed-mar11item01
	ITEM #06 

	[image: image1.png]





             
	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MARCH 2011 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Request by Compton Unified School District to be a Single District Special Education Local Plan Area.
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	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) deny the Compton Unified School District (CUSD) application to be a single district Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) based on non-compliance with the following codes: Chapter 2, Administration, Article 1, SBE, California Education Code (EC) Section 56100, Chapter 2.5 Governance, EC Section 56195, Article 1 Local Plans, and Chapter 3. Elements of the Local Plan, Article 1.1 State Requirements, EC Section 56205.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE is authorized under EC Section 56100(b) to adopt criteria and procedures for the review and approval of the special education local plans. In 1983, the SBE adopted size and scope requirements for determining the efficacy of local plans submitted by SELPAs, pursuant to EC Section 56195.1(a), to CDE. (Attachment 1)
Special education local plans are submitted for approval to CDE. The Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) reviews the plans and recommends approval or disapproval to the SBE. In January 2000, the SBE voted to approve the criteria for the development and approval (EC Section 56100[b]) of the local plans, and delegate the actual approval of SELPA local plans to the SSPI. 

This item is being brought before the SBE, at this time, so the SBE can determine whether to waive the size and scope requirements and allow CUSD to operate as a single district SELPA effective on July 1, 2011. 

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Background

California Master Plan for Special Education
· Developed in the 1970s

· Adopted by State Board of Education (1974)

· Assembly Bill (AB) 4040, (Chapter 1532, Statutes of 1974), implemented a pilot project of the Master Plan in no more than ten local comprehensive plan areas during Fiscal Years (FY) 1975–76, 1976–77, and 1977–78. The pilot regions included single district schools, multiple district schools, and the county office of education.

· AB 1250, (Chapter 1247, Statutes of 1977), was refined, based on the results obtained through the pilot program, and called for systematically phasing in the Master Plan statewide.
· Senate Bill (SB) 1870 (Chapter 797, Statutes of 1980):

·  Implemented the Master Plan statewide, 
· Brought California into compliance with Public Law 94-142 (eligibility for federal funding), 
· Required Special Education Service Regions (SESRs) to develop a local plan, 
· Revised the role of the county office so that all local comprehensive plans within the county go through the county office to either approve or disapprove based on the described ability of the plan to ensure that special education services are provided to all individuals with exceptional needs.
· SB 1345 (Chapter 1201, Statutes of 1982), revised SB 1870 to rename SESRs to SELPAs
· SBE adopted size and scope requirements for SELPAs (1983) 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 1997–Reauthorization (P.L. 105-17)
· New federal regulations changed the required components of the special education local plans, and submission requirements as originally outlined in California’s Master Plan. It is now required that all local educational agencies (LEAs) have on file with the state educational agency (SEA) a document that contains policies and procedures that meet federal statutes and regulations. These documents are reviewed and approved by CDE prior to release of federal Part B funds to SELPAs.   
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Assembly Bill 602 (Chapter 854, Statues of 1997)

· Established Annual Budget and Service Plans that are adopted at SELPA public hearings. These plans must identify expected expenditures and include a description of services, the physical location of the services, and must demonstrate that all individuals with exceptional needs have access to services
and instruction appropriate to meet their needs as specified in their individualized education program (IEP).
Analysis
The CUSD is currently a member of the Mid-Cities SELPA, located in Los Angeles County. In a letter dated June 25, 2008, CUSD advised CDE of its intent to withdraw from the Mid-Cities SELPA and explore the possibility of becoming a single district SELPA. In a subsequent letter dated August 20, 2009, CUSD provided formal notification of its intent to withdraw from the Mid-Cities SELPA and become a single district SELPA. 

In March 2010, CDE and CUSD staff met to discuss proposed local plans and time lines for submission of local plans. The CDE reviewed both the Mid-Cities SELPA and the CUSD proposed SELPA local plans and determined the following: 

· The CUSD does not meet the SBE’s size and scope requirements (adopted in November 1983) for a single district SELPA (K-12 and 30,000 or more pupils). Note: 
The cover letter from the Los Angeles County Interim Superintendent expresses concern that not only does the district not meet the SBE’s size and scope requirements, but enrollment has declined by nearly 2,000 students and projections indicate that this trend will continue downward. (Attachment 2, cover letter, page 1, of the plan)

· The CUSD Service Delivery Plan does not provide an accurate overview of its array of services. The district has WorkAbility sites at Bunch Middle School, Davis Middle School, Vanguard Learning Center, Walton Middle School, and Whaley Middle School; however, these services are not reflected on the service delivery plan. Services 830 (Vocational and Career Assessment) and 840 (Career Awareness) should, at a minimum, be included. (Attachment 2, page 22 of 28, 2009–10 Service Delivery Plan)

· The CUSD failed to meet state and federal targets on Indicator 9 (Overall Disproportionality) and for “Timely Correction of Noncompliance.” The district is currently in the “Needs Assistance” category and was directed by CDE to seek technical assistance and return to compliance. (Attachment 3, Compliance Letter, dated October 15, 2010)
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


· The remaining three Mid-Cities SELPA members approved the Mid-Cities SELPA local plan with the assumption of removing CUSD as a participating member. Should the SBE approve the CUSD application, the establishment of the CUSD as a single district SELPA does not impact the Mid-Cities SELPA in its ability to meet the size and scope requirement.

Currently, there are 124 SELPAs statewide, with 35 operating as single district SELPAs.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


The Los Angeles County Superintendent, the Mid-Cities SELPA Director, and the CUSD Superintendent stated that the establishment of the CUSD as a single district SELPA would not fiscally impact the Mid-Cities SELPA.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:  California State Board of Education Special Education Local Plan Area

                         Size and Scope Requirements (3 pages)

Attachment 2:  Compton Unified School District’s proposed Special Education Local 

   Plan Area (242 pages),    (www.compton.k12.ca.us<http://www.compton.k12.ca.us/ )
Attachment 3:  Compliance Letter dated October 15, 2010 (5 pages)
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