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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
march 2011 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by eighty-eight local educational agencies to waive portions of California Education Code sections 35256 (c) and 35258 regarding the annual deadline to make the annual School Accountability Report Card available in hard copy and on the Internet by February 1. 
Waiver Numbers: Various waivers - see attached list. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
The California Department of Education recommends that the February 1 deadline be extended to April 1 for the 2011 year only.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) approved two hundred waivers of this type at its January 2011 meeting. In November 2010, the SBE approved the template for the School Accountability Report Card (SARC) for the 2011 school year.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


All of the listed LEAs request a waiver of portions of California Education Code sections 35256 (c) and 35258, amended by Assembly Bill 568 in Statutes of 2007, contain deadlines for districts to make hard copies of the annual School Accountability Report Card (SARC) available to the public, including parents:

Education Code 35256(c): The governing board of each school district annually shall issue a School Accountability Report Card for each school in the school district, publicize those reports, and notify parents or guardians of pupils that a hard copy will be provided upon request. Commencing with the 2008-09 school year, each school district shall make hard copies of its annually updated report card available, upon request on or before February 1 of each year. 
Education Code 35258: Commencing with the 2008-09 school year, each school district connected to the Internet shall make its annually updated report card available on the Internet on or before February 1 of each year. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Education Code 35258: Commencing with the 2008-09 school year, each school district connected to the Internet shall make its annually updated report card available on the Internet on or before February 1 of each year. 
(b) Commencing with the 2008-09 school year, each school district not connected to the Internet shall make hard copies of its annually updated School Accountability Report Card available, pursuant to subdivision (c) of Subsection 35256, on or before February 1 of each year. 

The action to make changes to the SARC template had been postponed since July 2010. However at its November 2010 meeting, the State Board of Education (SBE) approved the 2010-11 School Accountability Report Card template with changes.

At the same time, after the 2010-11 Budget was finally signed in October 2010, the California Department of Education (CDE) sustained a 5 million dollar cut to its operating budget. This required immediate staffing reductions and the Department determined it would not be able to pre-populate the data that typically are provided to districts as they prepare their SARCs. 

This shift of responsibility for that data collection and reporting to each district (and school), coupled with the late changes to the SARC template itself now require districts and school sites to take on additional duties.  
The Department recommends approval on the condition that the February 1 deadline be extended to April 1 for the 2011 year only.
Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC 33051(a). The state board shall approve any and all requests for waivers except in those cases where the board specifically finds any of the following: (1) The educational needs of the pupils are not adequately addressed. (2) The waiver affects a program that requires the existence of a schoolsite council and the schoolsite council did not approve the request. (3) The appropriate councils or advisory committees, including bilingual advisory committees, did not have an adequate opportunity to review the request and the request did not include a written summary of any objections to the request by the councils or advisory committees. (4) Pupil or school personnel protections are jeopardized. (5) Guarantees of parental involvement are jeopardized. (6) The request would substantially increase state costs. (7) The exclusive representative of employees, if any, as provided in Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code, was not a participant in the development of the waiver.

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval or denial.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: List of local Educational Agencies requesting this waiver, waiver numbers, and other information (4 pages)
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