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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2011 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP):  Presentation by the NAEP 12th Grade Preparedness Commission Regarding the Preparedness of 12th Graders for Postsecondary Education and Job Training. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The State Board of Education (SBE) staff recommends that the SBE review the item and attachments and take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. No specific action is recommended at this time. 
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION ANDANDACTIONACTION


None. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES 


The Mission
Appointed by the National Assessment Governing Board, the NAEP 12th Grade Preparedness Commission is to increase awareness of the importance of preparing students academically for postsecondary education or training for employment after high school, as measured by the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). The Commission will
· Study and organize NAEP results and Governing Board sponsored research on the academic achievement of 12th grade students and the relation of these results to students’ preparedness for postsecondary education or training for the workforce;

· Develop a communications strategy that directs attention to these results and findings;

· Communicate with the public, policy makers, educators and potential employers on the results and findings;

· Conduct meetings, organize presentations, hold public hearings and meet individually with groups and individuals;

· Review the effectiveness of the communications strategy through interactions with policy makers, business and community organizations, the media and other interested organizations;

· Report to the Governing Board on the strategy and on suggestions for continuing communications activities.
The Commission’s concepts and methodology will help the State Board of Education (SBE) to think about the design of future curriculum and assessment to prepare students for college and careers. 

.
Commission Structure
The Commission has 9 members, including two members of the Governing Board.  Members are drawn from the ranks of those who receive 12th grade students (e.g., colleges, training programs, business) and from those in the K-12 system that produces 12th graders. 
The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
NAEP, also referred to as The Nation’s Report Card, is the only continuing nationally representative and state-comparable measure of achievement in core subjects over time at grades 4, 8, and 12. Funded by Congress since 1969, NAEP compares performance among states, urban districts, public and private schools, and student demographic groups, and informs the public about elementary and secondary student achievement.

Under the guidance of the National Assessment Governing Board, NAEP is being transformed to report on the academic preparedness of 12th grade students for entry into college and postsecondary training for occupations.  

As the only source of nationally representative data on 12th grade student achievement, NAEP is uniquely positioned to serve as an indicator of 12th grade students’ academic preparedness for postsecondary education and training.  

The National Assessment Governing Board

The Governing Board is an independent, bipartisan organization created by Congress in 1988 to set policy for NAEP. The Board’s 26 members are appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Education and include governors, state legislators, local and state officials, educators and researchers, business representatives, and members of the general public. 
The Governing Board oversees NAEP, identifies subjects to be tested, determines test content, sets performance standards called achievement levels for each assessment, approves test questions, and releases NAEP results in The Nation’s Report Card. The Board also works to improve the reporting of results to make sure they are communicated effectively to a wide range of the American public.
Governor Ronnie Musgrove, Commission Chairman, and Greg Jones, Vice Chairman, will be providing a PowerPoint presentation to the State Board of Education at its May 2011 meeting. Their presentation will describe the program of research underway to transform NAEP 12th  grade reporting into an indicator of preparedness for postsecondary education or training for employment after leaving high school.

	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


None.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:  “Origins of the Preparedness Initiative,” NAEP 12th Grade Preparedness Commission, National Assessment Governing Board (5 Pages). 
Attachment 2:  “12th Grade NAEP as a Measure of College and Employment Preparedness,” PowerPoint Presentation by David T. Conley, Ph.D., Member, NAEP Technical Panel on 12th Grade Preparedness Research, n/d, selected slides (11 Pages).
Attachment 3:  Making New Links 12th Grade and Beyond, Technical Panel on 12th Grade Preparedness Research, Final Report, National Assessment Governing Board, June 2009, pages 17-23 (13 Pages). Entire report may be accessed at: http://www.nagb.org/publications/PreparednessFinalReport.pdf. 
Attachment 4:  “NAEP Schedule of Assessments – Approved May 15, 2010” (1 Page). 


