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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
MAY 2011 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Update on Issues Related to California’s Implementation of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and Other Federal Programs Including, but Not Limited to, the School Improvement Grant and California’s Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. There is no specific action recommended at this time.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


This is a routine item for the purpose of informing the SBE on new or recent developments relating to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and other federal programs.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


Update on the School Improvement Grant
California’s School Improvement Grant (SIG) application was resubmitted to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) on March 24, 2011, providing minor revisions to the application based on a request for clarification from the ED. To date, California has not received final approval on the SIG application. 
During the week of March 7, 2011, two monitoring teams from the ED reviewed four SIG districts and schools; two each in northern and southern California. A conference call providing preliminary feedback from those visits was held on March 22, 2011. The ED will provide a draft written report within 35 business days. The report will be included as an Item Addendum if received prior to the May board meeting.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Update on California’s Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program

The 2010 Striving Reader Comprehensive Literacy Program (SCRL) is progressing. A draft literacy plan was submitted to the ED on April 1, 2011. At the time of posting, the CDE opened an e-mail account to provide an opportunity for members of the public to comment on the plan. Forty comments were received. SBE and CDE staffs, working with the State Literacy Team, are reviewing the public comments for inclusion in the plan. The Literacy Team will continue to provide input to the draft plan.
The federal Request for Applications for the competitive SRCL Grant Program was posted on March 10, 2011. CDE staff, with offered policy direction from SBE liaison and staff, and working with the State Literacy Team, drafted the California state application. An initial outline of the grant was discussed with the State Literacy Team at an April 19, 2011, meeting. It is anticipated that an initial draft of the state’s grant application will be made available for public review on May 3, 2011, with a target date of May 9, 2011, for submission of the grant application to the ED by SBE President, Michael Kirst. 
A reply to the state application is expected by August 2011. Should the California SRCL implementation grant be funded, the CDE will begin a competitive sub-grant application process as required by the federal SRCL program for a late summer release. 
Funding for the 2011 SCRL Program was eliminated in the April 14, 2011, ED Budget.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


Any state or local educational agency that does not abide by the mandates or provisions of the ESEA is at risk of losing federal funding.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


None.
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