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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOVEMBER 2011 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Update on Issues Related to California’s Implementation of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and Other Federal Programs Including, but Not Limited to, the School Improvement Grant and California’s Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Plan.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

· Status of renewal of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 Cohort 1 School Improvement Grant (SIG) Sub-grants for local educational agencies (LEAs) and schools under Section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).
· Status of California’s application to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) for a waiver to allow carry over of 100 percent of the FY 2010 SIG allocation to be awarded combined with the FY 2011 allocation for awards beginning in the 2012–13 school year (SY).

· Status of California’s request for a waiver of the timeline to implement teacher and principal evaluation systems for California LEAs that are implementing the Transformation model in their FY 2009 Cohort 1 SIG schools.

· Status of California’s Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy (SRCL) Plan as developed by the SRCL Team.

RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. No specific action is recommended at this time.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
School Improvement Grant Status of Renewal for Funding, Cohort 1, Year 2

In response to the SBE’s July 2011 action to conditionally renew funding for Year 2 of Cohort 1 SIG LEAs contingent on a Corrective Action Plan to address implementation concerns identified during the monitoring and review process, the CDE developed a comprehensive timeline for creating Corrective Action Plan documents and providing 
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
feedback and technical assistance regarding SIG fiscal and programmatic findings to SIG Cohort 1 sub-grantees.
In response to the SBE’s September 2011 action to authorize SBE President Michael Kirst, in conjunction with SSPI Tom Torlakson, to approve funding for Year 2 of Cohort 1, the CDE reviewed the Corrective Action Plans and provided ongoing technical assistance to each LEA on programmatic and fiscal resolution. Pursuant to SBE action, Cohort 1 Year 2 Grant Award Notifications and funding will be released once all fiscal and programmatic findings have been resolved and funding has been approved by SBE President Michael Kirst, in conjunction with SSPI Tom Torlakson.
School Improvement Grant Status of Waiver to Carry Over 100 Percent of Fiscal Year 2010

A waiver request was submitted to the ED as a result of the SBE’s July 2011 action to approve a request for a waiver to carry over 100 percent of the FY 2010–11 SIG allocation to be awarded along with the FY 2011 allocation for awards beginning in the 2012–13 school year. A copy of the ED’s approval of the SIG Waiver to carryover 100 Percent of FY 2010 letter is provided as Attachment 1.

The waiver allows the CDE additional time to provide the assistance necessary for LEAs to create viable proposals for implementation in the 2012–13 SY. These actions will result in refined support for Cohort II and increase all LEAs’ ability to successfully compete for SIG funds and fully implement the selected intervention model. The CDE is in the process of the Cohort 2 competition and plans to award funds in early 2012; this timeline will allow LEAs sufficient time to implement the optional pre-implementation component that was introduced for FY 2010. The application due date for this cohort is November 18, 2011.
School Improvement Grant Status of Waiver of Timeline to Implement Teacher and Principal Evaluation Systems

A waiver request was submitted to the ED as a result of the SBE’s September 2011 action to approve a request to apply for a waiver to permit California, in accordance with criteria the CDE develops, to permit an LEA that is implementing the transformation model in one or more schools to take additional time to develop and implement high-quality evaluation systems.
Additional Elementary and Secondary Education Act Updates as Applicable

This item will also be used for the purpose of informing the SBE about new or recent developments relating to the ESEA including any updates on the federal review of SIG and Title I.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)
California’s Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Plan

The SRCL Team met September 22, 2011, and reviewed the revised Plan based on team member input and public input.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
At its September 2011 meeting, the SBE took action to authorize SBE President Michael Kirst, in conjunction with SSPI Tom Torlakson, to approve funding for Year 2 of FY 2009 Cohort 1 SIG contingent on SIG LEAs submitting a Corrective Action Plan to address implementation concerns identified during the monitoring and review process.

At the same meeting, the SBE also approved California’s application for a waiver of Section I.A.2(d)(1)(i)(B) of the final requirements for the SIG program, which requires an LEA to develop and implement teacher and principal evaluation systems that meet certain criteria during the first year a school is implementing the transformation model.

California’s Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Plan as Developed by the Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Team
In March 2011 the SBE authorized the SBE President, in consultation with the SSPI, authority to submit a Draft State Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Plan as developed by the SRCL Plan State Literacy Team to the ED for review and consideration. The draft Plan was submitted to the ED on April 1, 2011.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
There is no fiscal impact identified at this time.
ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1:
September 20, 2011, Letter from Michael Yudin, Acting Assistant Secretary, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, U.S. Department of Education, regarding Approval for School Improvement Grant Waiver to Carry Over 100 percent of Fiscal Year 2010 (2 Pages)
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