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Waiver Number: 53-3-2011 and 54-3-2011
Period of Request: July 1, 2010, to June 29, 2012
Wilson Elementary School

Jefferson Elementary School

Dinuba Unified School District 54-75531
LEA Request:

Dinuba Unified School District (USD) is an urban fringe school district located in Tulare County. Wilson Elementary School (ES) and Jefferson Elementary School (ES) serve students in kindergarten through grade five. Dinuba USD has a student population of 5,984 students. Dinuba USD provided teacher experience information from 2005–06, the base year upon which Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) Teacher Experience Index (TEI) targets are calculated, showing that the average Dinuba USD TEI is 8.1. Dinuba USD’s average TEI for 2010–11 for this type of school is 7.79.

Dinuba USD states that to deal with budgeting issues, retirement incentives were offered to encourage experienced teachers to retire. In fully implementing QEIA class size reduction (CSR) requirements, all QEIA schools recruited teachers that had less experience than existing teachers. In addition, the teacher transfer articles of the collecting bargaining agreements limit teacher assignment options, making the transfer of more experienced teachers to the QEIA schools difficult. The results are that the CSR requirements of the QEIA program have been met for QEIA schools in 2010–11, but hiring less experienced teachers has created the schools’ inability to meet the established TEI requirement. Dinuba USD requests a waiver of the QEIA TEI target for Wilson ES and Jefferson ES and establishment of alternative TEI targets of 7.7, and 7.5, respectively, which are based on 2010–11 TEI levels. The 2010–11 TEI alternative targets of 7.7 and 7.5 are less than Dinuba USD’s 2010–11 TEI average of 7.79 for similar schools.

Additional LEA and School Information for Consideration:

	School Name
	Wilson ES
	Jefferson ES

	School Locale Code
	32*
	32*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	5,984
	5,984

	School ADA
	483
	611

	Grade Span
	K–5
	K–5

	Total Number Of Schools With Similar Grade Span
	5 elementary
	5 elementary

	2005–06 TEI
	8.1
	8.1

	2010–11 QEIA School TEI
	7.7
	7.5

	2010–11 Similar Type School TEI
	7.79
	7.79

	Percent Of Similar Type School
	98.8
	96.3

	Made API Growth?
	Yes
	Yes

	Made AYP?
	Yes
	Yes


*Town Distant: Territory inside an urban cluster that is more than 10 miles and less than or equal to 35 miles from an urbanized area.

CDE Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Dinuba USD’s request to reduce its TEI target. Dinuba USD is located in rural Tulare County, has an average daily attendance fewer than 6,000 students, and has three other schools with a similar grade span, and the schools have met the QEIA Academic Performance Index growth requirement.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to teachers at Wilson ES and Jefferson ES; (2) Wilson ES and Jefferson ES maintain the average TEI at the school level to 7.7 and 7.5, respectively, or greater in the 2010–11 school year; (3) Throughout the term of this waiver, Wilson ES and Jefferson ES must meet or exceed the district average TEI for this type of school; and (4) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Dinuba USD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the TEI requirement.

Reviewed by Wilson Elementary Schoolsite Council on March 7, 2011, and Jefferson Elementary Schoolsite Council on March 10, 2011.
Supported by Dinuba Teachers Association on March 16, 2011, and California School Employees Association on March 19, 2011.
Local Board Approval: March 8, 2011
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