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	SUBJECT

New West Charter Middle School: Material Revision Request to Expand From Grades Six Through Eight to Grades Six Through Twelve School and to Change Location of the School.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


	RECOMMENDATION


The California Department of Education (CDE) and The Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS) recommends the State Board of Education (SBE) hold a public hearing and approve the material revision request for New West Charter Middle School (NWCMS) to add grades nine through twelve and change the location of the school effective July 1, 2012.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


NWCMS was authorized by the SBE after the school was denied by the Los Angeles Unified School District (Los Angeles USD) and the Los Angeles County Office of Education. In its December 2001 meeting, the SBE approved the NWCMS charter for an initial period of three years (2002–03 through 2004–05). However, for a variety of reasons principally related to facilities and special education, the school’s opening was delayed to 2003–04. Therefore, in November 2004, the SBE adjusted the initial three-year charter approval period to end June 30, 2006. In March 2006, the SBE approved a material amendment to NWCMS’s charter extending the initial charter approval period to a fourth year (2006–07), thus bringing it to an end on June 30, 2007. In May 2007, another provisionary one–year extension (July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008) was approved by the SBE if NWCMS was not renewed by the Los Angeles USD by 
June 30, 2007. NWCMS was denied renewal by Los Angeles USD and in July 2007, the SBE renewed the charter for the period of July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2012. The NWCMS has been an SBE-authorized charter school for eight years and serves students in grades six through eight. At the September 2011 meeting, the SBE will consider a renewal for NWCMS for July 1, 2012, through June 30, 2017.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The NWCMS charter petition approved by the SBE in 2001 was for a sixth through eighth grade program. This request for a material revision would amend the charter to expand to a sixth through twelfth grade school and change the name to New West 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


Charter (NWC). NWCMS also requests to relocate the school to a new facility to accommodate the additional grade levels and students that the material revision includes. NWCMS currently has approximately 332 students. The school anticipates full enrollment in 2015–16 as 875. Table 1 describes the estimated enrollment for the next four years.
	Table 1. NWCMS Estimated Enrollment

	
	2012–13
	2013–14
	2014–15
	2015–16

	Sixth Grade
	200
	125
	125
	125

	Seventh Grade
	125
	195
	125
	125

	Eighth Grade
	125
	125
	190
	125

	Ninth Grade
	120
	110
	125
	160

	Tenth Grade
	
	125
	110
	125

	Eleventh Grade
	
	
	125
	110

	Twelfth Grade
	
	
	
	105

	Total Enrollment
	575
	680
	800
	875

	Teachers
	29
	35
	41
	47


In addition to expanding the grade levels served, NWCMS is proposing to relocate to a new 50,000 square–foot facility located at 1905–1915 Armacost Avenue, Los Angeles, California 90025. The 2000 United States Census data demonstrates that this location will allow NWCMS to increase in diversity and to serve greater numbers of English learners (EL) and socioeconomically disadvantaged students. Table 2 compares the census zip code data for the current location and the proposed new location.
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	Table 2: Demographic Data by Zip Code for NWCMS

Current Location and Proposed Location

	
	White
	Black/

African American
	Asian
	Hispanic/Latino
	Two or more races
	Families with children under 18 below poverty line
	Spanish Speaker ages 5–17 who “Speak English ‘not well’ or ‘not at all’”

	Current Location

90064
	72.3


	2.5
	14
	15.8
	4.3
	8.5
	10.3

	Proposed Location

90025
	66.1
	3.1
	16.9
	7.7
	15.9
	14.3
	27.0

	Data is percentage of the total population of the zip code area.

2000 United States Census Data retrieved by American Fact Finder June 6, 2011


The NWCMS material revision request includes the high school education program details. The high school education program will build on the current middle school program centered on a small learning community with high standards. Instruction will include integration of subject areas through project based learning, differentiated instruction, and real world experiences. Students will complete courses that meet “a-g” standards, and students will exceed the California graduation requirements including four years of English, four years of mathematics, three years of social science, three years of science, two years of a foreign language, two years of a visual or performing art, and two years of college–preparatory electives. In addition, each student will be required to pass the California High School Exit Examination and annually prepare and present a digital portfolio on the student’s pathway to graduation and college. NWCMS will also seek Western Association of Schools and Colleges accreditation.
The NWCMS material revision request to change school locations is expected to increase the number of EL and socioeconomically disadvantaged students attending the school. NWCMS is prepared to meet the needs of these students through differentiated curriculum, tutoring, Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English techniques and/or sheltered English. Teachers are provided professional development on instructional strategies and programs for EL students. 

On a 2011 CDE staff visit to the school, parents and the board of NWCMS expressed a high interest in expanding the school to include high school grades. Based 

on the level of interest exhibited by parents, the information provided by NWCMS, review of the school’s academic performance compared to the performance of local schools (Table 3), a review of the high school education program and high school measurable student outcomes, the CDE recommends that the NWCMS request to expand to include grades six through twelve and relocate as reflected in the revised amendment be approved.
	Table 3: Academic Data for New West Charter Middle School 
and Surrounding Schools Middle and High Schools within the Los Angeles USD

	
	NWCMS
	Emerson
MS
	Revere
MS
	Webster
MS
	Palisades Charter HS
	Venice Senior High
	Animo Venice Charter High
	University Senior High

	2009 Base API/

2010 Growth API (Growth)
	886/913

(27)
	707/714

(7)
	846/852

(6)
	645/658

(13)
	820/819

(-1)
	705/694

(-11)
	728/739

(11)
	671/679

(8)

	2010 Statewide/Similar Schools Rank
	10/9
	3/1
	9/3
	1/3
	9/8
	3/3
	5/9
	3/3

	2009 Graduation Rate
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	85.59
	72.94
	91.36
	67.91

	Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Data

	Met AYP Criteria 

(Criteria Met/

Applicable Criteria)
	Yes
13/13


	No
17/29


	No
26/33


	No
17/25


	No

23/25
	No

6/18
	Yes

17/17
	No

12/20

	2010–11 Program Improvement (PI) Status
	Not in PI
	Year 5
	Not in PI
	Year 5
	Year 1
	Year 4
	Not in PI
	Year 5

	% Proficient English Language Arts (ELA)
	85.8
	47.2
	71.6
	34.4

SH
	71.5
	50.1
	50.0

SH
	39.8

	% Proficient Mathematics
	63.9
	31.5
	64.1
	19.9
	72.3
	50.5
	54.1

SH
	39.4

	Data retrieved from Data Quest June 27, 2001

AYP Target Percent Proficient 2009–10:  Elementary and middle schools: ELA 56.8 percent, mathematics 58 percent; high school ELA 55.6 percent, mathematics 54.8 percent

SH = Passed by safe harbor: The school, Local Education Agency (LEA), or subgroup met the criteria for safe harbor, which is an alternate method of meeting the Annual Measurable Objective if a school, an LEA, or a subgroup shows progress in moving students from scoring at the below proficient level to the proficient level.
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	Table 4: Demographic Data

for Surrounding Los Angeles USD Schools for NWCMS Proposed Location

	
	Brockton Elementary
	Sterry Elementary
	Charnock Road Elementary
	Emerson Middle School
	Revere Middle School
	Webster Middle School
	Animo Venice Charter High
	University Senior High
	Palisades Charter High


	Venice Senior High

	Demographics

	Student Enrollment
	276
	355
	347
	869
	2,153
	706
	562
	2,233
	2,887
	2,587

	Percentage of Black or African American
	6.5
	11
	13
	17


	16
	28
	6
	18.5
	17
	9.5

	Percentage of Hispanic or Latino
	74
	71
	63
	54
	26
	62
	87
	60
	26
	69

	Percentage of Asian, Not Hispanic
	4.3
	2.5
	10
	6
	9
	1.8
	>1
	10
	8.6
	6

	Percentage of Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
	84
	74
	72
	60
	20
	73
	88
	71
	35
	56

	Percentage of English Learners
	62
	51
	56
	33
	14
	38
	53
	41
	3.4
	42

	Percentage of Special Education
	12
	17
	11
	10
	10
	20
	10
	9
	9
	12

	Data from 2010–11 California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System, Retrieved July 13, 2011
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The NWCMS material revision was considered by the ACCS on July 28, 2011. By a vote of 6 to 0, with 1 abstention the ACCS recommended that the SBE approve the material revision of NWCMS.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


If approved, this school would receive apportionment funding under the charter school block grant funding model. Funding is based on the statewide average funding levels for 
each grade span (kindergarten through grade three, grades four through six, grades seven through eight, and grades nine through twelve). Calculations use revenue limits for unified, elementary, and high school districts.
The proposed budget submitted for NWCMS’s material revision, enrollment and average daily attendance projections are reasonably projected. Revenues and expenditures are budgeted conservatively and reflect appropriate increases for anticipated growth. The budget supports significant costs associated with the school’s move to its new facility while maintaining the recommended levels of reserve consistent with a district of similar size. CDE has confidence that the school can successfully expand to serve grades nine through twelve and maintain its trend of financial stability.
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