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State Board of Education
Goals and Priorities
The State Board of Education (SBE) has a defined set of responsibilities, established in state statute and in the state’s Constitution. These include:

· Adopting rules and regulations for the governance of the state’s public schools;

· Adopting academic content standards, curriculum frameworks, and instructional materials;

· Adopting assessment and accountability policies;

· Considering requests from local education agencies to waive statutory and regulatory requirements; 

· Acting on petitions to unify or reorganize school districts;

· Authorizing certain charter schools and handling many appeals related to charter schools; and

· Acting as the designated State Education Agency (SEA) for federally funded education programs, with the responsibility for overseeing compliance with federal law and in some cases, allocating federal funding. 

To carry out these duties, the SBE has adopted the following priorities that will guide the current and future work of the SBE:
1) 
Develop a comprehensive plan for bringing the state’s curriculum frameworks, instructional materials, professional development efforts, assessments, and accountability policies into alignment with the Common Core Standards.  
2) 
Support and strengthen the teacher and school administrator workforce; ensure that professional development efforts are aligned to the Common Core Standards.
3) 
Grant appropriate flexibility to local schools and districts to help them meet the needs of their particular communities and make most effective use of limited financial resources. 

4) 
Strengthen coordination between K-12 and higher education; make policy decisions that aim to improve students’ readiness for career, college, and civic participation.

5) 
Support innovation—whether in charter schools or traditional schools—paired with accountability for improved student outcomes. 

6) 
Facilitate and support the best uses of technology, with the goals of improving student outcomes and increasing efficiency. 

7) 
Ensure that California schools are serving all students, including those who are struggling, those achieving at high levels, and those in the middle.
