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May 19, 2011

Christine Gordon

Waiver Office, California Department of Education

1430 N Street, Suite 5602

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Gordon:

Please find attached a renewal waiver request for Education Code: 4866Ja with regard to the location of the Chico Unified School District community day school, Academy for Change (AFC). In fall, 20 10, severe budget constraints forced us to apply for a first-time waiver to move AFC to the campus of our continuation high school, Fair View. The schools have been successfully sharing the site all year.

The intent of this waiver is to request that AFC continue to be housed on the Fair View campus in 2011-12 .The facilities are such that the fully expelled students are able to enter and exit the campus from a different location. Schedules for start, lunch, break and end times are staggered to accommodate all students and allow for complete separation of the two schools. Support personnel are sufficient to ensure that all students are supervised and that a "no kid zone" separates the students at all times.
Fair View is afforded the opportunity to have a full-time School Resource Officer who has been able to extend support to the AFC staff and students. Additionally, a part-time probation officer will continue to be housed on the AFC portion of the campus to increase support for staff and students. Students in 12th grade who are transitioning out of the AFC program have the opportunity to attend Fair View and/or return to the comprehensive high schools.
It is the consensus of administration and staff at both AFC and Fair View that the coexistence of Fair View and AFC has been a very successful this year. On May 18, our Board of Trustees affirmed their belief in the success of this shared campus arrangement by unanimously voting to approve our application for a waiver renewal.
Thank you for your consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

Janet L. Brinson

Director, Educational Services

cc: Dan Sackheim

