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	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
JANUARY 2012 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

Update on Issues Related to California’s Implementation of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and Other Federal Programs Including, but not Limited to, the School Improvement Grant Approval of Funding of Local Educational Agencies and Schools for the 2012–13 School Improvement Grant Sub-Grants Under Section 1003(g) and Authorization to Approve California’s FY 2011 Continuation Awards Only School Improvement Grant Application.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

On September 20, 2011, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) approved California’s waiver request to carry over 100 percent of fiscal year (FY) 2010 School Improvement Grant (SIG) funds of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Section 1003(g). These funds are to be awarded beginning in the 2012–13 school year (SY) under the condition that the California Department of Education (CDE) award local educational agencies (LEAs) and their respective schools sub-grants no later than February 2012.
RECOMMENDATION
The CDE recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE):
· Approve funding for the recommended list of LEAs and schools that have applied for SIG sub-grants provided under Section 1003(g) of the ESEA for the 2012–13 SY based upon submitting an approvable application
· Authorize the SBE President or designated liaison, along with the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, to approve California’s FY 2011 Continuation Awards Only SIG application to the ED.
The list of LEAs and their respective schools recommended for funding using FY 2010 SIG funds will be provided as Attachment 1 in an Item Addendum.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

The September 2011 approved waiver allowed the CDE additional time to provide the assistance necessary for LEAs to create viable proposals for implementation in the 2012–13 SY. The CDE has provided technical assistance and support through:
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)

(1) posted SIG information on the CDE SIG Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/sw/t1/sig09.asp; (2) Webinar on SIG application forms and process; and (3) individual consultations with eligible SIG applicants. These actions resulted in refined support for Cohort II and increased all LEAs’ ability to successfully compete for SIG funds and fully implement the selected intervention model. In addition, this timeline allows LEAs sufficient time to implement the optional pre-implementation component that was introduced for FY 2010.
LEA applications were due to the CDE by November 18, 2011. The CDE conducted a readers’ conference on December 5–7, 2011, to review and rate the applications.
California was allocated $66 million dollars to fund the Cohort 2 SIG, an amount which was adequate to fund all of the LEAs and schools whose applications met the eligibility requirements.
On December 2, 2011, the ED released its FY 2011 SIG application for state education agencies (SEA). In order to reduce the burden on SEAs that used FY 2010 funds to pay for the first year of three-year SIG awards, the ED is not requiring an SEA that will use FY 2011 funds solely for continuation awards to submit a new SIG application. Such an SEA is only required to submit a document titled “Continuation Awards Only Application for FY 2011 SIG Program,” containing assurances that it will use its renewal process and not make new awards. California is planning to make continuation awards only for Cohort 2. The SEA application document is provided as Attachment 2.

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
At its July 2011 meeting, the SBE took action to approve a waiver request to carry over 100 percent of the FY 2010 SIG funds. The waiver allowed the CDE additional time to provide the assistance necessary for LEAs to create viable proposals for implementation in the 2012–13 SY.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
The SIG funds are anticipated to provide LEAs with grants ranging from $50,000 to $2 million per SY. A maximum of $66 million is available under Section 1003(g) for FY 2010.

ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1:
The List of Local Educational Agencies and Their Respective Schools Recommended for Funding Using School Improvement Grant Funds will be provided in an Item Addendum.

ATTACHMENT(S) (Cont.)

Attachment 2:
Continuation Awards Only Application for FY 2011 School Improvement Grants (SIG) Program (1 Page)
	Continuation Awards Only Application for FY 2011 School Improvement Grants (SIG) Program


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 California assures that it will use FY 2011 SIG funds solely to make continuation awards and will not make any new awards
 to its LEAs.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 California assures that it will use the renewal process identified in California’s approved FY 2010 application to determine whether to renew an LEA’s School Improvement Grant.
In the table below, list any LEAs with one or more schools for which funding under previously awarded SIG grants will not be renewed. For each such school, note the amount of unused remaining funds and explain how the SEA or LEA plans to use those funds (e.g., reallocate to other schools with SIG grants or retain for a future SIG competition).
	LEA Name
	School Name
	Description of how remaining funds were or will be Used
	Amount of Remaining Funds

	
	
	Not Applicable - California’s Cohort 2 will commence implementation in 2012
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Amount of Remaining Funds:
	


By submitting the assurances and information above, California agrees to carry out its FY 2010 SIG application and does not need to submit a new FY 2011 SIG application.
X ____________________________

� A “new award” is defined as an award of SIG funds to an LEA for a school that the LEA was not previously approved to serve with SIG funds in the school year for which funds are being awarded—in this case, the 2012–2013 school year.  New awards may be made with the FY 2011 funds or any remaining FY 2009 or FY 2010 funds not already committed to grants made in earlier competitions.
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