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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
January 2012 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request under the authority of California Education Code Section 33050 for the Sacramento City Unified School District to waive Education Code Section 48661 relating to the co-location of a community day school with other types of schools; and, for the Tehama County Department of Education to waive portions of Education Code sections 48660 and 48916.1(d) relating to the allowable grade spans for community day schools. 
Waiver Numbers: Sacramento City Unified School District 9-10-2011                                   Tehama County Department of Education19-10-2011
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
The California Department of Education recommends approval that the grade span waiver for the Tehama County Department of Education be limited to grades five through eight and the co-location waiver for the Sacramento City Unified School District Success Academy community day school (CDS) to only apply to the same site as the Accelerated Academy, a specialized satellite campus of Hiram Johnson High School.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The State Board of Education (SBE) has approved previous waiver requests to allow a county office of education to operate a CDS to serve students in middle grades even though it does not operate a traditional middle school. The SBE has also approved several similar requests in the past to allow the co-location of a CDS with another school when the CDS could not be located separately and the district has been able to provide for the separation of students from the other schools.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The California Education Code (EC) sections 48660 and 48916.1(d) provide, respectively, for the allowable grade spans of CDSs and educational services for expelled students. The EC Section 48916.1(a) requires school districts to ensure that each of their expelled students be provided an educational program during the period of expulsion. The EC Section 48661(a) states that a CDS shall not be situated on the same site as a comprehensive elementary, middle or high school, continuation high 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES (Cont.)


school, or an opportunity school.

The law providing for the allowable grade spans for CDSs EC Section 48660 allows for the operation of a CDS serving the same or lesser grade span as any middle school operated by the district. County offices of education do not operate traditional middle schools. However, the school districts served by the county office do. The Tehama County Department of Education is asking to be allowed to operate a CDS with the same middle grades configuration (grades five through eight) as used by its feeder school districts.
Current financial difficulties may preclude a district from locating its CDS at a fully separate site. When co-location with another school is deemed necessary, sites are selected as providing the greatest possible separation from traditional school classrooms and students. The EC Section 48661(a)(1) authorizes a small school district with 2,500 or fewer students to waive the separation requirement based on an annual certification by at least two-thirds of the local board that separate alternative facilities are not available. 
This waiver, if approved, would allow the Sacramento City Unified School District the same local determination option as a smaller district. Separation of the students on this shared campus is then achieved through combinations of physical barriers, scheduling of arrival, departure, and break times, and use of campus monitors. 
The Success Academy CDS and the Accelerated Academy, a specialized satellite campus of Hiram Johnson High School, have been operating on the same campus with no negative interactions between students of the same school. This successful separation has been achieved through different start, end, lunch, and recess schedules, different access points for the campus, a large space between the schools, separate restrooms, and supervision by three hall monitors and a school resource officer in addition to school support staff and administrators.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of Waiver approval.

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:  List of Waiver Numbers, Districts, and Information Regarding Each

                        Waiver (1 page)

Attachment 2:  Sacramento City Unified School District General Waiver Request Package (2 pages) (Original Waiver request is signed and on file in the SBE Office or the Waiver Office.)

Attachment 3: Map of Success Academy and the Accelerated Academy (1 page)

	ATTACHMENT(S) (Cont.)


Attachment 4:  Tehama County Department of Education General Waiver Request Package (4 pages) (Original Waiver request is signed and on file in the  Waiver Office.)
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