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Waiver Number: 16-9-2011

Period of Request: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2011
Period Recommended: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2011

Jefferson Elementary School

CDS Code: 19 64709 6014963
Lennox School District
LEA Request:

Lennox School District (SD) is an urban school district located in Los Angeles County and has a student population of approximately 6,102 students. Jefferson Elementary School (ES) serves 795 students in kindergarten through grade five. Monitoring performed by the Los Angeles County Office of Education indicates that the Class Size Reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Jefferson ES in five grade three classes for the 2010–11 school year.
Lennox SD states that in December 2010 it was finally able to declare a positive certification, and when staffing schools it was imperative to be fiscally responsible and not overstaff. The district states that it was that need for fiscal responsibility that resulted in the grade three classes at Jefferson ES to be slightly above the CSR target of 20.44. The district states that it is committed to reducing class sizes and has had contractual agreements to maintain reduced class sizes at all grade levels. Because of high enrollments in October 2010, the school was not accepting any new students in grades three, four, and five. The district states that QEIA funding helped Jefferson ES exit program improvement at the end of the 2009–10 school year.
The district states that it has every intention of closely monitoring the grade level averages throughout all remaining QEIA years to ensure compliance with QEIA CSR target requirements. The district states that it is committed to participating in QEIA and is proud of the academic achievement of its QEIA schools.

Lennox SD is requesting a waiver for exceeding its QEIA CSR target in five grade three classes at Jefferson ES for the 2010–11 school year by .52, .50, .88, 1.23, and 1.55 students. The district is not asking for a revised QEIA CSR target for the 2011–12 school year.
California Department of Education (CDE) Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Lennox SD’s request that the QEIA CSR requirements for five grade three classes at Jefferson ES be waived for the 2010–11 school year.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to classes in grade three at Jefferson ES for school year 2010–11; (2) Jefferson ES meet the class size requirements in 2011–12 and all subsequent years the district received QEIA funds; and (3) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Lennox SD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by District QEIA Advisor Committee on August 30, 2011.
Supported by Lennox Teachers Association, August 3, 2011.
Local Board Approval: August 23, 2011.
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