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Waiver Number: 24-10-2011
Period of Request: July 1, 2011, to June 30, 2012
Period Recommended: July 1, 2011, to June 30, 2012
Barbara Webster Elementary School

CDS Code: 56 72587 6055545
Glen City Elementary School


CDS Code: 56 72587 6055578
Grace S. Thille Elementary School

CDS Code: 56 72587 6055586
Santa Paula Elementary School District
LEA Request:

Santa Paula Elementary School District (ESD) is located in a small city in Ventura County and has a student population of approximately 3,760 students. Barbara Webster Elementary School (ES), Glen City Elementary School (ES), and Grace S. Thille Elementary School (ES) serve 404, 592, and 369 students, respectively, in kindergarten through grade five. The district met the Class Size Reduction (CSR) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) in school year 2010–11 and is asking for an alternative QEIA CSR target in grades kindergarten through grade three for the above schools in the 2011–12 school year. The district’s current QEIA CSR target for kindergarten through grade three is 20.44 per class.
Santa Paula ESD states that revenue limit funding cuts have resulted in teacher reductions, causing an increase in the student-to-teacher ratio in all schools in the district. The district states that all QEIA first grade classes have twenty students and non-QEIA schools have twenty-six students, which is the maximum capacity allowed based on the bargaining unit agreement. As new students attempt to enroll at the QEIA schools, combination classes will be created. The district states that kindergarten and grade two classes are at capacity at two of the three QEIA schools and results in students being transported across the district where space may exist.
Santa Paula ESD requests a waiver of the QEIA CSR targets for kindergarten through grade three at Barbara Webster ES, Glen City ES, and Grace S. Thille ES for school year 2011–12 and the establishment of alternative CSR targets of 22.0 per class in kindergarten through grade three.
The California Department of Education (CDE) Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Santa Paula ESD’s request to increase its CSR targets for kindergarten through grade three. The alternative target is consistent with the intent of QEIA to ensure that students at funded schools benefit from lower class sizes.

The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to classes in kindergarten through grade three at Barbara Webster ES, Glen City ES, and Grace S. Thille ES for school year 2011–12; (2) Barbara Webster ES, Glen City ES, and Grace S. Thille ES increase enrollment to 22.0 per class in kindergarten through grade three for the 2011–12 school year; and (3) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Santa Paula ES must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the CSR requirement.

Reviewed by Barbara Webster, Glen City, and Grace S. Thille Elementary Schoolsite Councils on October 4, October 11, and September 21, 2011.
Supported by Santa Paula Federal Teacher’s Union, October 11, 2011.
Local Board Approval: October 11, 2011.
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