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Waiver Number: 45-10-2011
Period of Request: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2011
Period Recommended: July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011
Lincoln Junior High School



CDS Code: 15 63800 6010136
Taft City School District
LEA Request:

Taft City School District (SD) is a rural school district located in Kern County and has a student population of approximately 2,108 students. Lincoln Junior High School (JHS) serves 710 students in grades six, seven and eight. Monitoring performed by the Kern County Office of Education indicates that the Highly Qualified Teacher (HQT) requirements of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) were not fully met by Lincoln JHS for the 2010–11 school year.
Taft City SD states that Lincoln JHS is the only school in the district that serves students in grades six, seven, and eight. During an October 2011 monitoring visit, the district was informed that it was not HQT compliant for school year 2010–11 because of one teacher. The district states that the teacher had ample support to take the CSET, but unfortunately was unable to pass the exam and employment was ultimately terminated. Taft City SD states that a new HQT science teacher was hired for the 2011–12 school year and Lincoln JHS is now fully HQT compliant.
The Taft City SD is requesting that the HQT requirement for teachers at Lincoln JHS be waived for school year 2010–11.
CDE Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) supports Taft City SD’s request that HQT requirements for teachers at Lincoln JHS be waived for school year 2010–11.
The CDE recommends approval with the following conditions: (1) Applies only to teachers at Lincoln JHS for school year 2010–11; (2) Lincoln JHS meet the HQT requirements in years 2011–12 and all subsequent years the district receives QEIA funds; and (3) Within 30 days of approval of this waiver, Taft City SD must provide to the CDE a description, including costs covered by QEIA funds, of professional development activities and any other school improvement activities added to the school improvement plan as a result of the additional funding now available, if any, through this waiver of the HQT requirement.

Reviewed by Lincoln Junior High Schoolsite Council on October 19, 2011.
Supported by Taft Elementary Teachers Association, October 13, 2011.
Local Board Approval: October 20, 2011.
12/21/2011 3:38 PM

