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Waiver Number: 12-10-2011
Period of Request: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2011
Period Recommended: July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2011

Freedom Elementary School
CDS Code: 54 75325 0106021
Farmersville Unified School District
LEA Request:

Farmersville Unified School District (USD) is a rural school district located in Tulare County and has a student population of approximately 2,626 students. Freedom Elementary School (ES) serves 418 students in grades four and five. Academic Performance Index (API) data for Freedom ES shows that the school did not exceed the three-year average growth requirement of the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA). API data shows that Freedom ES’s three-year growth average target is 5.0, but its three-year growth average is only 3.3. Farmersville USD was granted a class size reduction QEIA waiver for this school in July 2011 to raise class sizes to 25.0 on average.
Farmersville USD states that it recognized it was not sufficiently meeting the needs of all students. In addition to adding intensive intervention curriculum to its programs, the district contracted with the Tulare County Office of Education for an English Language Arts and a Mathematics consultant. The district states that another change that has been made is how data are used more purposefully. Students are being targeted with the specific instruction they need to fill the gaps in learning. The district states that a final change that has been made is a stronger partnership with the after school program. Tutoring has been added to the after school program which is designed to enhance what has been going on in the regular school day.
Farmersville USD requests a waiver of the QEIA API three-year average growth requirement for Freedom ES for the 2010–11 school year.

Additional LEA and School Information for Consideration:

	School Locale Code
	22*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	2,626

	School ADA
	418

	Grade Span
	4–5

	2008–09 API
	740

	2009–10 API
	746

	2010–11 API
	746

	3 Year API Target Average
	5.0

	3 Year API Growth Average
	3.3

	Made API Growth?
	No

	Made AYP?
	No


*Suburb Midsize: Territory outside a principal city and inside an urbanized area with population less than 250,000 and greater than or equal to 100,000.
California Department of Education (CDE) Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational need of pupils within the meaning of Education Code Section 33051(a)(1). Specifically, (1) QEIA program requirements were known to the district prior to its decision to apply for program participation; and (2) QEIA funding is expected to result in increased academic achievement over time and Freedom ES showed no growth in 2010–11.
Reviewed by Farmersville USD Superintendent’s Cabinet and Freedom Elementary Schoolsite Council on October 6, 2011.
Supported by Farmersville Teachers Association, October 6, 2011.
Local Board Approval: October 11, 2011.
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