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Waiver Number: 161-2-2012
     Period of Request: July 1, 2011, to June 30, 2012
San Francisco Unified School District

International Studies Academy



    CDS Code: 38 68478 3830533
Local Educational Agency Request:

San Francisco Unified School District (USD) is a large urban school district located in San Francisco County and has a student population of approximately 55,571 students. International Studies Academy (SA) serves 417 students in grades six through twelve. Academic Performance Index (API) data for International SA shows that the school did not exceed the three-year average growth target required by the Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA). International SA’s three-year growth average target is 9.7, but its three-year growth average is 9.0.
San Francisco USD states that International SA was a grades nine through twelve school at the start of QEIA funding in school year 2006–07 and expanded to its current configuration in school year 2008–09. The district states that International SA serves an economically challenged neighborhood with approximately 69.3 percent of the student population qualifying for free and reduced lunch. The district states that International SA works with vertical alignment and Professional Learning Communities focused on improving services for English Learners and students with disabilities.

San Francisco USD requests a waiver of the QEIA API three-year average growth requirement for International SA for the 2010–11 school year and instead requests the API growth average measurement be modified to a four year average over school years 2009–12.

Additional Local Educational Agency and School Information for Consideration:

	School Locale Code
	11*

	LEA Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
	55,571

	School ADA
	417

	Grade Span
	6–12

	2008 API Base
	601

	2008–09 Target/Growth
	10/-11

	2008–09 API
	590

	2009–10 Target/Growth
	10/29

	2009–10 API
	622

	2010–11 Target/Growth
	9/9

	2010–11 API
	629

	3 Year API Target Average
	9.7

	3 Year API Growth Average
	9.0

	Met API QEIA Growth Target?
	No

	Made AYP?
	No


*City Large: Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with population of 250,000 or more.
California Department of Education Recommendation and Conditions:

The California Department of Education recommends denial of this waiver request because its approval would not adequately address the educational needs of pupils per California Education Code Section 33051(a)(1).
Specifically, (1) QEIA funding is expected to result in increased academic achievement over time and International SA has not demonstrated the required growth; (2) the LEA neither describes extenuating circumstances that may have contributed to not meeting its QEIA API target, nor does it describe specific steps it is currently taking to ensure API growth; and (3) International SA’s API growth has been uneven in the past three years, including an 11-point negative growth in one of the years that could not be offset with growth gains in the other years to meet its QEIA target.
Reviewed by International Studies Academy Schoolsite Council on February 8, 2012.
Supported by United Educators of San Francisco, February 13, 2012.
Local Board Approval: February 14, 2012.
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