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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This agenda item is an update to inform the State Board of Education (SBE) and public regarding the development and implementation of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) activities. 
RECOMMENDATION
This is an information item only and the California Department of Education (CDE) recommends no specific action at this time.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
On June 9, 2011, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for California to join SBAC as a governing state with decision-making capacity was signed by SBE President Michael Kirst, State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) Tom Torlakson, and Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. 
Currently, there are 21 governing and 4 advisory states participating in this state-led initiative of developing an assessment system aligned with the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in English–language arts/literacy and mathematics for grades three through eight and eleven. The system—which includes both summative assessments for accountability purposes and optional interim assessments for instructional use—will use computer adaptive testing technologies to provide meaningful feedback and actionable data that teachers and other educators can use to help students succeed. SBAC assessments will go beyond multiple-choice questions to include extended response and technology-enhanced items as well as performance tasks that allow students to demonstrate critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

The summative assessment will be administered during the last 12 weeks of the school year and will consist of two parts: a computer adaptive test and performance tasks that will be taken on a computer but will not be computer adaptive. Optional interim assessments will be administered at locally determined intervals. These assessments will provide educators with actionable information about student progress throughout 

the year. In addition, formative assessment practices and strategies are being developed and will include professional development materials, resources, and tools aligned with the CCSS. Research-based instructional tools will be available on demand to help teachers address learning challenges and differentiate instruction. Finally, a secure, online reporting system is being developed to provide assessment results to students, parents, teachers, and administrators. The reports will show student achievement and progress toward mastery of the CCSS.

The timeline for creating and implementing the SBAC system is aggressive. The federal grant that funds SBAC’s work requires that the assessment system be operational in 2014–15. To meet this timeline, SBAC is currently rolling out small-scale trials, with pilot testing taking place in 2012–13, a large-scale field test in 2013–14, and the setting of performance standards in 2014. A timeline of SBAC implementation in California is provided in Attachment 1.

The following list highlights some of the many SBAC activities:

· Small-Scale Trials and Pilot Tests—This fall, SBAC will be conducting small- scale trials of new assessment items in a sample of schools across member states. The small-scale trials will inform automated and human scoring for SBAC assessments and will help SBAC prepare for pilot testing early next year. Approximately 225 schools in California have been randomly selected by SBAC to participate in these trials, and the superintendents or charter administrators of districts with selected schools were notified last week. Each selected school will be asked to have one classroom of students participate from grade four, seven, or eleven. Selected districts and schools are encouraged to participate in this important research, which provides California educators and students the opportunity to be directly involved in SBAC assessment development activities. While the small scale trials will be conducted in a limited number of schools, all interested schools will have the opportunity to participate in the spring pilot test. The pilot test will include 10,000 test items and performance tasks.
· Sample Item Release—SBAC sample items and performance tasks will be released to the public on Tuesday, October 9, 2012. A live demonstration will be provided at the November 2012 SBE meeting. To view the sample items and performance tasks, visit the SBAC Web site at http://www.smarterbalanced.org. 
· California Technology Readiness Tool (TRT) Summary Report—The first administration of the TRT was completed on June 30, and data were extracted on July 15, 2012. This survey was the first of six administrations that will be conducted to assist schools in measuring their progress and determining their readiness to administer online assessments. The survey was voluntary, and participation rates ranged broadly among states of the national assessment consortia. Forty-two percent of California's school districts fully participated in the first administration of the survey, which is comparable to the participation rate of many other states. In addition, the submission of computing devices by Los Angeles Unified School District brought California's device submission rate to 54 percent. The complete California summary and additional information about the TRT is available at the CDE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/sbac-itr-index.asp. The national TRT Summary Report is scheduled to be released after SBAC analyzes the results of the first iteration of the TRT. It is important to note that this first data collection was intended to gather base-level information about schools and districts in the SBAC states and is not to be used for determining the local readiness to conduct online assessments. An analysis of the specific results of the survey for California will be more valuable to measure progress and determine readiness once we have multiple administrations of the survey. The next TRT survey data extraction is scheduled to be completed on December 14, 2012.
· Governing States Advance Development of Common Core Assessment System—On September 12, 2012, SBAC held its second Collaboration Conference in St. Louis, Missouri. The conference allowed SBAC work groups and service providers to kick off major projects such as test delivery, test administration, and reporting. The conference also brought together state leads and higher education leads to discuss the SBAC progress and the work ahead. In addition, chief state school officers met in a public session and considered several issues related to design and implementation. Consistent with the SBAC state-led governance model, each Governing State had one vote, and states reached consensus on the following issues:

· Governing States approved the process for developing preliminary achievement level descriptors (ALDs), the text statements that articulate levels of progress toward mastery of the CCSS and provide clear explanations of performance for parents, educators, and policymakers. On October 1–5, 2012, a panel of experts attended a drafting ALD workshop. SBAC has developed an inclusive, collaborative process for drafting initial ALDs in collaboration with K-12 teachers and higher education faculty nominated by member states, as well as content experts. Draft ALDs will be available for public feedback during a comment period later this year. Preliminary ALDs are expected to be finalized by March 2013.  

· Governing States voted to move forward to create an organizational plan in partnership with the Council of Chief State Schools Officers, subject to the acquisition of funding. The goal of this project is to provide a road map for SBAC after grant funding from the Race to the Top Assessment Program ends in September 2014.

· Chief state school officers approved a sampling plan for the pilot test in early 2013. The pilot test will include more than 10,000 items and performance tasks currently under development and will provide information about how these items and tasks perform in a real-world setting. Participation in the pilot test will be open to all schools in the Consortium. To ensure that all student populations are represented, results from a statistical sample of approximately two million students will be analyzed. The chiefs and their representatives approved a plan to sample 22 percent of students from all Governing States.
 Current California Participation in SBAC work— 
· Sustainability Task Force: Sue Burr, Executive Director of the SBE
· State Lead: Deborah V.H. Sigman, Deputy Superintendent, District School and Innovation Branch
· Executive Committee: Dr. Beverly L. Young, Assistant Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs for the California State University System, and Deborah V.H. Sigman, Deputy Superintendent, District School and Innovation Branch
· Higher Education Leads: Dr. Monica Lin, Associate Director, Undergraduate Admissions at University of California, Office of the President; Dr. Linda Michalowski, Vice Chancellor for Student Services and Special Programs for the California Community Colleges Chancellor's Office; and Dr. Beverly Young, Assistant Vice Chancellor, California State University
· Technical Advisory Committee: Dr. Jamal Abedi, Professor at the University of California at Davis; Dr. Linda Darling-Hammond, Professor of Education at the Stanford University School of Education; Dr. Edward Haertel, Professor of Education at the Stanford University School of Education; and Dr. W. James Popham, Professor at the University of California at Los Angeles
· English Language Learners Advisory Committee: Dr. Jamal Abedi, Professor at the University of California at Davis; Dr. Richard Durán, Professor at the University of California at Santa Barbara, Dr. Kenji Hakuta, Professor of education at Stanford University; Robert Linquanti, Project Director and Senior researcher at WestEd; Maria Santos, Deputy Superintendent of Instruction, Leadership, and Equity-in-action for the Oakland Unified School District; and Dr. Guadalupe Valdes, Professor at Stanford University
· SBAC CDE Work Groups: Rodney Okamoto/Technology, Dr. Linda Hooper/Performance Tasks; Jessica Valdez/Item Development; Jamie Contreras/Test Design; Laura Watson/Formative Processes, Tools and Professional Development Support; and Noelia Ramirez/Accessibility and Accommodations/English Learners
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
June 2011: Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., SSPI Tom Torlakson, and SBE President Michael Kirst signed the MOU for California’s participation as a governing state in the SBAC. California was previously a participating state in the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). 

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
The cost of implementing the SBAC assessments has yet to be determined, but will be offset by the improved efficiencies, benefits of shared costs with other states, and the shifting of current costs to SBAC and CCSS activities. Nonetheless, the implementation of new CCSS-aligned assessments will require a shifting and infusion of new resources.

ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1: Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium Implementation Timeline 
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