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Elementary and Secondary Education Act: Proposed Amendment to the Accountability Workbook for 2012.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

Since 2004, the State Board of Education (SBE) has annually approved proposed amendments to California’s Consolidated State Application Accountability Workbook (hereafter referred to as the Accountability Workbook) and submitted them to the U.S. Department of Education (ED). In January, the SBE approved three amendments to the 2012 Accountability Workbook and submitted them to the ED in February. The California Department of Education (CDE) is requesting approval of one additional technical amendment to the 2012 Accountability Workbook that creates consistency in definitions between the state and federal accountability systems. 
RECOMMENDATION
The CDE recommends that the SBE approve one additional amendment to California’s Accountability Workbook. This new amendment would impact the 2012 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) determinations. 
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
In January 2012, the SBE adopted amendments to the California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR), Section 1039.2 that define which students are considered “continuously enrolled” for the Academic Performance Index (API). The regulation was approved by the California Office of Administrative Law (OAL) in April 2012. To align the definition of continuous enrollment between the state and federal accountability systems, the CDE is requesting that the SBE approve one additional amendment to the 2012 Accountability Workbook. The new amendment would incorporate the definition of continuous enrollment established in the 5 CCR, Section 1039.2 into the Accountability Workbook. 
Proposed Amendment to the Accountability Workbook
Definition of Full Academic Year (Critical Element 2.2, page 20)
In April 2012, California adopted regulations that define which students are considered to be enrolled for a full academic year (also referred to as “continuously enrolled” for the calculation of the API). The 5 CCR, Section 1039.2 defines a student as continuously enrolled if the student was enrolled from Fall Census Day (first Wednesday in October) to the first day of testing without a gap in enrollment of more than 30 consecutive calendar days. This technical amendment will align the definition of continuous enrollment in the Accountability Workbook with the definition established in California regulations. 

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
The SBE has submitted amendments to California’s Accountability Workbook each year since the initial submission in January 2003. Most amendments have been in response to changes in California’s assessment system or to changes in federal requirements. Following are the 2012 changes submitted in February: 
· A technical amendment indicating that the CDE will produce and post all local educational agency (LEA) accountability report cards on the CDE Web site.
· A technical amendment to align the Accountability Workbook definition of socioeconomically disadvantaged students to the definition provided on the student answer document.

· A request to use an extended-year cohort graduation rate (i.e., five-year cohort rate) as an alternative method to meeting the graduation rate criteria for LEAs, schools, and student groups beginning with the 2013 AYP determination. 
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
Fiscal impact will be minimal, as the AYP reports are generated by CDE staff and posted on the CDE AYP Web page. All expenses are included in the Analysis, Measurement, and Accountability Reporting Division budget. 
ATTACHMENT(S)
None
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