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	SUBJECT

Transitioning to California’s Future Assessment System: Recommendations and Transition Plan.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

California Education Code (EC) Section 60604.5 requires the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to consult with specific stakeholders to develop recommendations and a transition plan for the reauthorization of the statewide pupil assessment system and report those recommendations to the Legislature. 
On January 8, 2013, the California Department of Education (CDE) will provide the final report to the Legislature. The final report will be posted on the CDE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/ab250.asp on January 9, 2013.
RECOMMENDATION

This is an information item only. The CDE recommends no specific action at this time. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

Authorization for the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program ends July 1, 2014. In preparation for the transition to a new testing program, the SSPI began consulting with stakeholders in early 2012. Over the past several months, the CDE, the State Board of Education (SBE), educational stakeholders, technical experts, and members of the public have been engaged in various discussions about the future of the assessment system in California. To facilitate the collaboration of these groups, the CDE created multiple opportunities to provide feedback and suggestions. These opportunities included the Statewide Assessment Reauthorization Work Group meetings, regional public meetings, an online survey, focus groups, and a special e-mail account for receiving comments on reauthorization from the public. The information gathered will be reported to the legislature with the SSPI’s recommendations for the future statewide assessment system.

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

In November 2012, the SBE previewed and engaged in discussion with the CDE regarding the SSPI’s intended purposes and guiding principles for the development of the California’s future assessment system.
In September, July, May, and March 2012, the SBE received updates regarding the statewide assessment reauthorization activities, including summaries of stakeholder feedback. 
In January 2012, the SBE was provided the requirements pursuant to EC Section 60604.5 and proposed activities to develop the SSPI’s recommendations, including a plan for transition, for the reauthorization of the statewide pupil assessment system.

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

The activities to inform the SSPI’s recommendations adhere to budgetary guidelines. Activities included stakeholder work group meetings, regional public meetings, focus group meetings, survey data collection from an e-mail account established for public input, and data analysis. 

ATTACHMENT(S)

None
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