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	SUBJECT

Update on the Activities of the California Department of Education and State Board of Education Regarding Implementation of Common Core State Standards Systems.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This agenda item is the twelfth in a series of regular updates to inform the State Board of Education (SBE) and public regarding Common Core State Standards (CCSS) systems implementation activities.

RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate but recommends no specific action at this time.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

When the SBE adopted the CCSS with additions in 2010, these standards became the current subject-matter standards in English language arts and mathematics. The full implementation of these standards will occur over several years as a new system of CCSS-aligned curriculum, instruction, and assessment is developed. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

July 2011-March 2013: The CDE presented to the SBE a series of regular updates on the implementation of the CCSS.
March 2012: The SBE unanimously voted to present, in partnership with the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI), the CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California to the Governor and the California State Legislature thereby fulfilling the 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS (Cont.)
requirements of California Education Code Section 60605.8 (h). 
June 2011: Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., SSPI Tom Torlakson, and SBE President Michael Kirst signed the memorandum of understanding for California’s participation as 

a governing state in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC). 

California was previously a participating state in the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). 
November 2010: The CDE presented to the SBE an update on the implementation of the CCSS. This update was provided at the joint meeting between the SBE and the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (See agenda at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/pn/ctcsbeagenda08nov2010.asp). 

August 2010: Pursuant to Senate Bill X5 1, the SBE adopted the academic content standards in English language arts and mathematics as proposed by the California Academic Content Standards Commission (ACSC); the standards include the CCSS and specific additional standards that the ACSC had deemed necessary to maintain the integrity and rigor of California’s already high standards. 

May 2009: The SSPI, the Governor of California, and the SBE President agreed to participate in the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices initiative to develop the CCSS as part of California’s application to the federal Race to the Top grant.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

The cost of implementing the CCSS is significant, but will be offset by the improved efficiencies, benefits of shared costs with other states, and the shifting of current costs to CCSS activities. Currently, the CDE is providing free professional learning support via webinars and presentations and is providing ongoing guidance to the field for transitioning to the CCSS. In terms of instructional materials, costs will span multiple years but will be offset by access to a national market of materials and greater price competition in so long as California does not add state-specific evaluation criteria. Nonetheless, the implementation of new CCSS-aligned assessments, professional learning supports, and instructional materials will require a shifting and infusion of new resources.

ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: March–April 2013 (3 pages)
Attachment 2:
CCSS Implementation Outreach: State Board and Department of Education Activities (10 pages)
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Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: March–April 2013 
1. Facilitate high quality professional learning opportunities for educators to ensure that every student has access to teachers who are prepared to teach to the levels of rigor and depth required by the CCSS.
· The California Department of Education (CDE) has released a new addition to the collection of Common Core State Standards (CCSS) professional learning modules (PLMs) for educators. The new module, English Language Arts: Writing to Inform, Argue, and Analyze, embeds lessons that reflect key shifts in teaching writing as emphasized by the CCSS. 
Five online PLMs are currently available for teachers to access independently or for schools or districts to use as facilitated professional learning. The PLMs were designed to deepen educators' understanding of the CCSS; instructional strategies to support the learning of all pupils, including English learners, pupils with disabilities, and underperforming pupils; and instructional strategies that promote creativity, innovation, critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, and communication skills in all academic content areas.

The modules are located on the Brokers of Expertise Web site located at http://www.myboe.org. The Brokers of Expertise Web site also offers resources and a platform for questions about the CCSS. Additional modules are being developed and will be available before September 2013. More information is available on the CDE Professional Learning Modules for Educators Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssplm.asp.
· On Wednesday, April 3, 2013, the CDE hosted a showcase of work in the field preparing teachers for transitioning to the CCSS for mathematics and English language arts and literacy in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects. Five Improving Teacher Quality (ITQ) grant recipients presented professional learning models, best practices, and lessons learned from their work on CCSS implementation. 
The work resulted from proposals originally selected in 2011 as part of Federal Title II, Part A ITQ (formerly the California Postsecondary Education Commission) competitive state grants program for institutions of higher education. The grants are intended to develop lasting connections between institutions of higher education and kindergarten through grade twelve (K–12) schools to improve teacher professional learning. This round of grants focused on strengthening teacher content knowledge and abilities as related to the CCSS. Each project delivers intensive, year-round sustained, evidence-based, content-rich professional learning that is grounded in the needs of teachers, students, and schools in alignment with state standards and overall student achievement. The projects presented at the showcase were selected because their professional learning model has been adopted district-wide or is being emulated throughout the county or region. More information about the showcase and ITQ grant recipients is available on the Brokers of Expertise Improving Teacher Quality Web page at http://myboe.org/portal/default/Group/Viewer/GroupView?action=2&gid=3181. 
2. Provide CCSS-aligned instructional resources designed to meet the diverse needs of all students.

· The Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) convened at the CDE on March 21–22, 2013. Commissioners reviewed and approved the draft revised Mathematics Framework for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve and were presented updates on a number of CCSS systems implementation activities. The meeting also featured a presentation regarding the Basal Alignment Project from Student Achievement Partners representatives Meredith and David Liben. More information regarding the IQC and the agenda for its March 2013 meeting is available on the SBE IQC Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cd/index.asp. 
· Facilitated by Achieve, Inc., Educators Evaluating Quality Instructional Products (EQuIP) is a collaborative of states that are focused on increasing the supply of quality instructional materials that are aligned to the CCSS. EQuIP teams are learning how to use tools and processes to review the quality of materials and will ultimately take the tools, training, and processes back to their states to increase the capacity of their teachers and districts to identify quality instructional materials, including online educational resources. In April, CDE staff participated in an EQuIP meeting to practice using and provide feedback on a proposed framework for using student work to inform the evaluations on the alignment and quality of instructional materials. 
· Information regarding the appointment of Instructional Materials Reviewers, Content Review Experts, and Non-Instructional Quality Commissioner Facilitators; approval of reviewer training materials; approval of revision to the schedule of significant events; and approval of publisher fee reduction requests for the 2014 mathematics primary adoption of instructional materials is provided in Item 8.
· Information regarding the approval of reviewers for the English Language Development supplemental instructional materials review is provided in Item 9. 
3.
Develop and transition to CCSS-aligned assessment systems to inform instruction, establish priorities for professional learning, and provide tools for accountability.
· An update on regarding statewide assessment transition and Smarter Balanced assessment resources and development activities is provided in Item 3.
5.
Collaborate with the postsecondary and business communities to ensure that all students are prepared for success in career and college.

· The Educating for Careers conference; held March 10, 2013 through March 12, 2013 in Sacramento; hosted many presentations related to the CCSS. CDE staff conducted numerous presentations related to the newly revised Career Technical Education (CTE) Model Curriculum Standards as well as the integration of the CCSS and the CTE standards.  
7.
Design and establish systems of effective communication among stakeholders to continuously identify areas of need and disseminate information.
· The CDE promotes new CCSS-related resources via the CDE CCSS Web page and listserv.
Summary of Web-based Outreach Data: 

	
	February
	March
	April

	Listserv Subscribers
	6,233
	6,801
	Available May 1

	Total Web Page Hits
	248,480
	253,159
	Available May 1


· A summary of select outreach and communications activities of the CDE and SBE is provided in Attachment 2 of this item.
Common Core State Standards Implementation Outreach

State Board and Department of Education Activities

Engage partners in facilitating two-way communication and leverage local and state implementation activities.
	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Reflections and Insights

	February 11, 2013

Present to CDE staff and webinar of varied participants
	5 teachers and administrators
California Department of Education (CDE)/State Board of Education (SBE) Team: 

Carolyn Zachry
	Presentation on the Career Technical Education (CTE) Model Curriculum standards including alignment to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in conjunction with CTE month.

	February 23, 2013

Present National Association of School Administrators (ACSA) national conference
	50 administrators
CDE/SBE Team: Carolyn Zachry
	Presentation on the CTE Model Curriculum standards including alignment to the CCSS.



	March 1, 2013

Present to California League of Middle Schools
	60 educators
CDE/SBE Team: Barbara Murchison

Joy Kessel
	Present an update on CCSS implementation, timelines and resources.

	March 8, 2013

Present annual Common Core Convening
	150 teacher/administrator teams from across the state + 50 CDE Staff

CDE/SBE Team: 

Multiple staff from CDE
	Presentation on updates on the CCSS Implementation work in progress and a focus on Communications Tools, Resource development, Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) item development, pilot assessments, and technology readiness goals.  Four district teams, Mark West (Sonoma), Corona Norco Unified, Elk Grove Unified, and Santa Ana Unified, also shared implementation strategies in progress.

Insight: it is so important for districts to be sharing their promising practices, accomplishments and challenges with other districts to help build statewide momentum for CCSS implementation. 



	March 10-12, 2013

Present to annual Educating for Careers Conference
	50 teachers and administrators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Carolyn Zachry
	Presentation on CTE Model Curriculum standards including alignment to the CCSS.



	March 12 and 14, 2013

Present Annual California Charter Schools Conference,
	500 California Charter School educators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Jessica Barr, Jessica Valdez, Nancy Brownell
	Presentation on State Superintendent for Public Instruction (SSPI) recommendations for transitioning to a new assessment system, Smarter Balanced resources and development activities, and CCSS implementation resources and planning strategies.

	March 18, 2013

Present to ACSA Legislative Action Committee
	60 administrators

CDE/SBE Team: Nancy Brownell, Erin Gabel
	Presentation on CCSS implementation updates and legislative priorities of the SSPI.

	March 20, 2013

Regional Assessment Network Meeting
	15 County Office Assessment Leads

CDE/SBE Team: Jamie Contreras
	Provide updates on the California Common Core Convening feedback, Smarter Balanced initial achievement level descriptors, and the Smarter Balanced Digital Library timeline and activities.

	March 20, 2013

Region 3 Administrator Breakfast
	55 district and county staff

CDE/SBE Team: Jose Ortega
	Provide updates on SBAC technology readiness findings, pilot test timelines, and other topics related to technology expectations for SBAC implementation in California.

	March 21/22, 2013

Update to IQC
	Instructional Quality Commission (IQC)

CDE/SBE Team:   

Barbara Murchison, Jessica Barr
	Presentation on CCSS and Smarter Balanced implementation activities of CDE and SBE.

	March 21, 2013

Present to Bilingual Coordinators Network
	15  Coordinators and others

CDE/SBE Team:   

Jessica Barr 
	Presentation on SSPI’s recommendations for transitioning to a new assessment system, and Smarter Balanced resources and development activities.



	March 22, 2013

Present CTA Good Teaching Conference
	200 teachers

CDE/SBE Team: 

Barbara Murchison, Jane Liang
	Presentation on CCSS Mathematics standards, instructional shifts, resources for teachers and implications for instruction, and overview of Smarter Balanced math performance tasks.



	March 22, 2013

Present update on Smarter Balanced
	CDE Staff

CDE/SBE Team: 

Jessica Barr
	Presentation on Smarter Balanced resources and development activities.



	March 22, 2013

Videoconference presentation to the 11 regions of the County Superintendents Curriculum and Instruction Steering Committee (CISC) leadership
	60 administrators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell, Keric Ashley
	Presentation on the CCSS and SBAC Updates, specifically related to actions taken at the March SBE meeting. 



	April 2, 2013

Debrief Higher Education February 22 Convening
	4 higher education SBAC Leads

CDE/SBE Team: 

Deb Sigman, Nancy Brownell, Barbara Murchison
	Review feedback from February 22 Convening of higher education faculty and leadership from community colleges, California State University (CSU), and University of California (UC) and plan next steps.

	April 4, 2013

Meet with San Mateo County Office of Education
	20 San Mateo COE staff

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Discuss CCSS implementation priorities and share strategies for developing promising practices and on line community sharing.

	April 6, 2013

Present to CTA State Council
	20 San Mateo COE staff

CDE/SBE Team: 

Deb Sigman
	Discuss SBAC and SSPI’s assessment recommendations.

	April 8, 2013

Meet with Michael Fullan, worldwide authority on educational reform
	CDE staff

CDE/SBE Team: 

Executive Staff and SBE staff
	Learn and share strategies to increase staff leadership,  understanding and collective capacity to support educators at all levels of the system to learn from and with one another with a focus and coherent strategies for supporting improved learning for students through CCSS implementation.

	April 9, 2013

Present to CTA State Council
	20 San Mateo COE staff

CDE/SBE Team: 

Linda Hooper
	Presentation on SBAC Initial Achievement Level Descriptors, College Content Readiness Policy, Pilot Test and Practice Test guidelines, and SBAC Digital Library.

	April 11, 2013

Planning meeting with Shasta COE staff on summer professional development goals
	8 Shasta COE staff

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Meet with and plan activities for June CCSS implementation Summer Institute for all district teams in the county.

	April 11, 2013

Present to Families in Schools
	60 parents

CDE/SBE Team: 

Barbara Murchison
	Present an update on CCSS implementation, timelines and resources.

	April 11, 2013

Videoconference with CISC Regional Leads on developing criteria for CCSS implementation promising practices
	11 Regional Leads across the state

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Discuss and review responses from each of the 11 regions on brainstorming sessions responding to the following questions:

1. What criteria and/or foundational framework would be useful to the field in identifying emerging and promising practices to be shared?

2. What validity and/or success indicators need to be included so that the practices are having a positive impact on student success and implementation goals that also keep the options open for innovations and work in progress?

3. Should this be connected to Brokers of Expertise? Another specific website?  Is it a set of resources or an online community? Both? What medium would be most useful to educators?

4. Other thoughts?

	April 11, 2013 

     Yolo COE

April 17, 2013 

     Fresno COE

April 22, 2013

     Santa Clara COE

May 2, 2013

     LACOE

May 3, 2013

     Contra Costa COE 

May 6, 2013

     San Diego COE

May 14, 2013

San Bernardino COE


	200 teachers and administrators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Carolyn Zachry


	Present CTE standards professional development, trainer of trainer delivery  workshops. This is a collaborative effort by county office and department staff to develop in depth professional learning opportunities for linking CTE and CCSS instruction within the context of real world and applied learning. CISC Leadership for CTE from across the state are partnering with CDE for this project and roll out.

 

	April 12, 2013

Update to CDE staff on SBAC
	CDE/SBE Team: 

Jessica Valdez
	Provide update and discuss SBAC resources and development activities.

	April 15,  2013

Present to California Teacher Corp program leadership
	100 educators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Provide update on CCSS and SBAC implementation timelines, resources and communication strategies to increase alternative certification leaders’ knowledge and understanding of CCSS Systems Implementation.



	April 16,  2013

WebEx presentation for interested educators
	100 participants

CDE/SBE Team: 

Carrie Roberts, SMCOE staff
	Presentation responds to requests from educators for CDE to provide a more in depth opportunity to view and interact with the online CCSS Mathematics Learning Progressions Professional Learning Module, developed by the San Mateo COE (SMCOE) in collaboration with CDE. The webinar explores the module in more detail and provides information on how to access it as a group facilitator or as an independent user.  



	April 16,  2013

Presentation to Solano County educators at their “Transitioning to Smarter Balanced Assessment Conference”
	100 teachers and administrators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Deb Sigman, Nancy Brownell, Barbara Murchison, Jose Ortega, Jessica Valdez
	Provide an update and resources on CCSS and SBAC implementation priorities including transitions to new assessment system, SBAC 101, exploration of SBAC sample items and performance tasks, Depth of Knowledge (DOK) expectations and development of local planning priorities for implementation.



	April 25,  2013

WebEx presentation for interested educators
	100 participants

CDE/SBE Team: 

Carrie Roberts, SMP staff
	Presentation responds to requests from educators for CDE to provide a more in depth opportunity to view and interact with the online CCSS Mathematics Progressions Professional Learning Module, developed by the California Math Subject Matter Project (SMP) in collaboration with CDE. The webinar explores the module in more detail and provides information on how to access it as a group facilitator or as an independent user.  



	April 26, 2013

Meet with CA State Foster Parent Association
	30 members

CDE/SBE Team: 

Barbara Murchison
	Present an update on CCSS implementation, timelines and resources.

	April 27 & 28, 2013

Present to ACSA North and South State Spring Conferences

 
	100 educators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Carolyn Zachry
	Presentation on the CTE Model Curriculum Standards and their alignment to the CCSS.

  

	May 3,  2013

Present to California Federation of Teachers conference participants
	100 participants

CDE/SBE Team: 

Carrie Roberts, Emily Oliva 
	Presentations for participating teachers on SBAC items and resources, strategies for implementing Mathematics and ELA CCSS, and leadership strategies.
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