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	SUBJECT

Update on the Activities of the California Department of Education and State Board of Education Regarding Implementation of Common Core State Standards Systems.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This agenda item is the sixteenth in a series of regular updates to inform the State Board of Education (SBE) and public regarding Common Core State Standards (CCSS) systems implementation activities.

RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate but recommends no specific action at this time.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

When the SBE adopted the CCSS with additions in 2010, these standards became the current subject-matter standards in English language arts and mathematics. The full implementation of these standards will occur over several years as a new system of CCSS-aligned curriculum, instruction, and assessment is developed. 
The CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California, available on the CDE CCSS Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/, was jointly presented by the SBE and State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to the Governor and the California State Legislature in March 2012. A Web-based interactive timeline that provides detailed information regarding the statewide implementation projects included in the plan is available on the CDE CCSS Systems Implementation—Significant Milestones Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/tl/index.asp.

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

July 2011-November 2013: The CDE presented to the SBE a series of regular updates on the implementation of the CCSS.
March 2012: The SBE unanimously voted to present, in partnership with the SSPI, the CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California to the Governor and the California State Legislature thereby fulfilling the requirements of California Education Code Section 60605.8 (h). 
June 2011: Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., SSPI Tom Torlakson, and SBE President Michael Kirst signed the memorandum of understanding for California’s participation as 

a governing state in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (Smarter Balanced). California was previously a participating state in the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). 
November 2010: The CDE presented to the SBE an update on the implementation of the CCSS. This update was provided at the joint meeting between the SBE and the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (See agenda at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/pn/ctcsbeagenda08nov2010.asp). 

August 2010: Pursuant to Senate Bill X5 1, the SBE adopted the academic content standards in English language arts and mathematics as proposed by the California Academic Content Standards Commission (ACSC); the standards include the CCSS and specific additional standards that the ACSC had deemed necessary to maintain the integrity and rigor of California’s already high standards. 

May 2009: The SSPI, the Governor of California, and the SBE President agreed to participate in the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices initiative to develop the CCSS as part of California’s application to the federal Race to the Top grant.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

The cost of implementing the CCSS is significant, but will be offset by the improved efficiencies, benefits of shared costs with other states, and the shifting of current costs to CCSS activities. Currently, the CDE is providing free professional learning support via webinars and presentations and is providing ongoing guidance to the field for transitioning to the CCSS. In terms of instructional materials, costs will span multiple years but will be offset by access to a national market of materials and greater price competition in so long as California does not add state-specific evaluation criteria. Nonetheless, the implementation of new CCSS-aligned assessments, professional learning supports, and instructional materials will require a shifting and infusion of new resources. Assembly Bill 86 (Chapter 48, Statutes of 2013), Section 85, appropriates $1.25 billion to support the integration of academic content standards in instruction adopted pursuant to sections 60605.8, 60605.85, 60605.10, 60605.11, and 60811.3 of the California Education Code.
ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: November—December 2013 (4 pages)
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Common Core State Standards Implementation Outreach: California State Board of Education and California Department of Education Activities (6 pages)
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Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: November-December 2013 

1. Facilitate high quality professional learning opportunities for educators to ensure that every student has access to teachers who are prepared to teach to the levels of rigor and depth required by the CCSS.
· The California Department of Education (CDE) has released three new additions to the collection of Common Core State Standards (CCSS) professional learning modules (PLMs) for educators:
· Content Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grade Six through Grade Twelve: This module provides secondary educators with information to better understand the CCSS for Literacy in History/Social Studies. Using an inquiry-based approach while implementing the CCSS in the history/social studies classroom will deepen student understanding of historical content, improve critical thinking, and develop academic literacy. The module features teacher discussions and reflection, classroom videos, and student work samples to model methods for using the CCSS to promote students’ close reading of historical documents, student discussions, and argumentative writing.
· Getting Started with the California English Language Development Standards: This module is Part 1 of a two-part English Language Development (ELD) module series, which is designed to ensure English learner students have access to the CCSS for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (ELA/Literacy). This module provides an overview of the components of the ELD standards and how they are aligned to the CCSS.

· Multi-tiered System of Supports: A Comprehensive Framework for Implementing the California Common Core State Standards: The Multi-tiered System of Supports (MTSS) module provides an introduction to the MTSS as a comprehensive framework for system-wide supports and structures to address barriers to access and opportunity for ALL students to meet the CCSS for ELA/Literacy. The module will present a description of each of the tiers of support beginning with a focus on “high-quality first-time instruction” within Tier 1 utilizing the concepts of Universal Design for Learning (UDL), evidence-based instructional and engagement strategies, collaboration, accommodations, and data analysis for instructional planning and design.
Twelve online PLMs are currently available for teachers to access independently or for schools or districts to use as facilitated professional learning. The PLMs were designed to deepen educators' understanding of the CCSS; instructional strategies to support the learning of all pupils, including English learners, pupils with disabilities, and underperforming pupils; and instructional strategies that promote creativity, innovation, critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, and communication skills in all academic content areas.

The modules are located on the Brokers of Expertise (BoE) Web site located at http://ccssplm.myboe.org/. The BoE Web site also offers resources and a platform for questions about the CCSS.  More information is available on the CDE Professional Learning Modules for Educators Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssplm.asp.
A summary of the CDE CCSS Professional Learning Modules for Educators project is provided in Attachment 3.

· CDE staff participated in a joint meeting of the Council of Chief State School Officers Implementing Common Core State Standards and State Consortium on Educator Effectiveness multi-state groups in Florida on December 3 and 4. The California team had the opportunity to collaborate with other states in learning more regarding the role of school leaders in supporting the transition to the CCSS.
2. Provide CCSS-aligned instructional resources designed to meet the diverse needs of all students.

· The English language arts/English language development (ELA/ELD) Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee completed its work on September 26 and 27 and forwarded the draft ELA/ELD curriculum framework to the Instructional Quality Commission. At its November meeting, the Commission reviewed the document and made modifications, most notably in Chapter 12: Instructional Materials. After receiving written and oral comments from educators and legislators, the Commission removed a criterion for publishers of instructional materials that had suggested levels of content and curriculum by instructional minutes and program types to address the adequacy and depth of content in instructional programs. The draft framework includes a number of new features, including an organizational design around key themes, the use of snapshots and vignettes to demonstrate integration of ELA and ELD, and links to resources and instructional support. The draft framework was approved for field review and will be available on the CDE website from mid-December through mid-February for public comment. 

· The Instructional Quality Commission recommendations for the 2014 Mathematics adoption of instructional materials will be presented in Item 3. 
3.
Develop and transition to CCSS-aligned assessment systems to inform instruction, establish priorities for professional learning, and provide tools for accountability.

· An update regarding statewide assessment transition activities; including assessment, accountability, technology, and data management; will be provided in Item 4.
5.
Collaborate with the postsecondary and business communities to ensure that all students are prepared for success in career and college.

· Representatives from the Intersegmental Coordinating Committee, the Association of California Independent Colleges and Universities, the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office, the University of California Office of the President, the California State University System, the State Board of Education (SBE), and the CDE participated in the first Improving Student Learning at Scale meeting in Los Angeles on November 18 and 19. The meeting was convened to support the six states that received National Governors Association grants to steer higher education policy and practice in support of the CCSS transition. The California team had the opportunity to learn more regarding effective CCSS communications, discuss and analyze the State’s implementation of the CCSS, and identify areas for further collaboration and alignment. 
· In December, CDE staff—in collaboration with the California Community College Chancellor's Office, the California Workforce Investment Board, and the Pathways to Prosperity Network—hosted three Pathways to Prosperity Institutes in Sacramento, Clovis, and Los Angeles. Education, business, industry, and other agency representatives attended these events. Held December 17-19, the Institutes were designed to facilitate collaboration between educational agencies and businesses to create regional career pathways aligned to local labor market needs; integrate academic and career-based learning aligned to high-need, high-growth, and emerging regional economic sectors; and establish effective work-based learning programs between educational agencies and businesses. More information regarding these events is available in the CDE Pathways to Prosperity Institutes News Release at http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr13/yr13rel121.asp. 
7.
Design and establish systems of effective communication among stakeholders to continuously identify areas of need and disseminate information.
·  The CDE promotes new CCSS-related resources via the CDE CCSS Web page and listserv.
Summary of Web-based Outreach Data: 

	
	September
	October
	November

	Listserv Subscribers
	8,234
	8,693
	8,846

	Total Web Page Hits
	431,337
	436,155
	364,674


· A summary of select outreach and communications activities of the CDE and SBE is provided in Attachment 2 of this item. 
Common Core State Standards Implementation Outreach

California State Board of Education and California Department of Education Activities

Engage partners in facilitating two-way communication and leverage local and state implementation activities.
	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Description

	October 31, 2013

Present to California Legislative Staff
	35 Legislative staff members
California Department of Education (CDE)/State Board of Education (SBE) Team: 

Tom Adams, Barbara Murchison, Russ Weikle, Diane Hernandez
	Presentation on various elements of the Common Core Standards (CCSS) system, including curriculum frameworks, instructional resources, communications, Career Technical Education standards, and transitioning to the new assessment system. 


	November 6, 2013

Present to Migrant Education Regional Directors
	Approximately 30 Migrant Education Regional Directors
California Department of Education (CDE)/State Board of Education (SBE) Team: 

Cynthia Gunderson, Lillian Perez
	Update on the development of the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework, including the upcoming 60-day public review period from mid-December 2013 to mid-February 2014.

	November 15, 2013

Present to Curriculum Instruction Steering Committee (CISC) of the County Superintendents
	75 county office administrators
CDE/SBE Team:

Karen Stapf-Walters, Nancy Brownell, Tom Adams, Kristin Cruz Allen 
	Provide an update on math framework, Local Control Funding, National Governors Association (NGA) Higher Education Grant. 


	November 18-19 2013
Attend National Governor’s Association (NGA) “Improving Student Learning at Scale Cross State Workshop”
	State leaders from 6 states who received NGA Grants
CDE/SBE Team:
Nancy Brownell, Barbara Murchison
 
	Participate in two-day conference for grantees related to the role of higher education in implementing common core standards.


	November 18, 2013

Present to Corona-Norco Superintendent, Teachers’ Council and District Administrators
	50 district leaders

CDE/SBE Team:
Deb Sigman
	Provide an update on assessment and accountability issues and respond to participants’ questions.

	November 20, 2013

Present to teachers from Mother Lode Union School District
	60 school and district staff

CDE/SBE Team: Nancy Brownell
	Provide an overview of Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for Literacy and Smarter Balanced sample items and practice test resources. 

	November 21, 2013
Provide update to Region VII's Third Annual Common Core Conference
	200 district administrators and teachers
CDE/SBE Team: 
Nancy Brownell
	Present an update State Board Meeting items related to Common Core implementation, framework development and Smarter Balanced Assessment development activities.  

	December 3-4, 2013

Attend ICCS/SCEE meeting with state teams
	200 participating state administrators and other educators
CDE/SBE Team:

Nancy Brownell, Barbara Murchison, Linda Nichols
	Participate with other state teams for a meeting on Implementing the Common Core Standards (ICCS) and State Consortium on Educator Effectiveness (SCEE) Supporting Principal Effectiveness in Leading Teacher Evaluation and Supports and Common Core Implementation.


	December 4-6, 2013

Attend California Educational Research Association (CERA) annual conference
	400 educators and researchers 
CDE/SBE Team: Deb Sigman, Keric Ashley, Diane Hernandez, Eric Zilbert, Lily Roberts, Jenny Sing, Nancy Brownell
	Provide various sessions on updates related to CCSS implementation, Smarter Balanced assessment timelines, progress to date on accountability conversations, and communication strategies. 

	December 5-7, 2013

Present to Annual CA School Boards Association (CSBA) conference
	800 school board members and Superintendents
CDE/SBE Team: Deb Sigman, Nancy Brownell, Barbara Murchison, Tom Adams, Carrie Roberts
	Provide an update from CDE on current work in progress related to Smarter Balanced assessment system, development of curricular frameworks and instructional materials and communication and planning strategies for implementing CCSS. 

	December 9-10, 2013

Present Accountability Leadership Institute for English Learners and Migrant Students Annual Conference

	800 conference participants
CDE/SBE Team:

Lupita Cortez Alcala, Karen Cadiero-Kaplan, Nancy Brownell, Tom Adams, and staff from the Instruction and Learning Support and District School and Innovation Branches

	Convene the annual Leadership Conference for updates on CCSS implementation, Smarter Balanced assessment resources, instructional resources and framework development timelines, and other sessions for increasing success of English Learners and migrant students. This event offers the opportunity to exchange ideas and expand partnerships with colleagues and organizations as we strive to reach our goal of ensuring that ELs and immigrant students achieve English proficiency and meet or exceed state academic standards.

	December 10, 2013

Attend and present to the National Association of State Boards of Education Regional College and Career Readiness Policy Institute
	20 conference participants
CDE/SBE Team:

Sue Burr, Patricia de Cos, Nancy Brownell
	Share strategies on common core implementation and professional learning resources with State Board members from Utah, Colorado, Washington, Guam and other policy organizations.

	December 12, 2013

Sponsor California Smarter Balanced Joint Work Group meeting
	30 invited participants
CDE/SBE Team:

Deb Sigman and 13 staff from the District Schools and Innovation Branch.
	Identify critical local implementation issues for the Smarter Balanced Field test, generate suggestions for problem solving related to policies and delegation of authority, technology procurement and deployment, professional development, communication, student access and accommodations, and project management. Goal is to produce a guidance document for field test implementation.

	December 12, 2013

Present to Mother Lode Union School District
	30 teachers and parents
CDE/SBE Team:

Nancy Brownell
	Provide an update on common core implementation including key instructional shifts, considerations for literacy instruction, Smarter Balanced sample items, and strategies for parents to support their children’s success.

	December 21, 2013

Present to CSUS Doctorate in Educational Leadership students
	30 Doctoral candidates

California Department of Education (CDE)/State Board of Education (SBE) Team: 

Barbara Murchison
	Presentation on California’s implementation of the Common Core State Standards system.


California Department of Education Common Core State Standards 
Professional Learning Modules for Educators
As specified by Assembly Bill 250 (Statutes of 2011), in order to assist educators across the state in the implementation of the California Common Core State Standards (CCSS), the California Department of Education (CDE) facilitated a Statewide Task Force meeting of experts from relevant fields and representing all levels of education to select goals, topics, and strategies for the CCSS Professional Learning Modules (PLMs) in February 2012. The Task Force members based professional learning criteria for the PLMs on The California Standards for the Teaching Profession (CDE, 2009), The Standards for Professional Learning (Learning Forward, 2011), and what they knew educators needed from their work in the field. The goals of the PLMs as stated in the legislation were to deepen educators’ understanding of the following:

· The CCSS

· Instructional strategies to support the learning of all students, including English learners, students with disabilities, and underperforming students

· Instructional strategies that promote creativity, innovation, critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, and communication skills in all academic content areas

· The integration of subject content knowledge

· Instructional leadership and coaching

The PLMs were developed in collaboration with the following organizations, which were selected based on documented expertise in the relevant content areas:

· K-12 Alliance at WestEd

· The California Arts Project at California State University, San Bernardino

· The California Mathematics Project at the University of California, Los Angeles

· The California Science Project, Statewide Office

· The California Writing Project at the University of California, Berkeley

· Los Angeles County Office of Education

· Orange County Office of Education

· Sacramento County office of Education

· San Joaquin County Office of Education

· San Mateo County Office of Education

· Ventura County Office of Education

· WestEd
Since September 2012, 12 PLMs have been published on the Brokers of Expertise (BoE) Web site, located at www.myboe.org, as they were completed and approved. Educators may access the PLMs individually, with partners or small groups, or in facilitated settings. The links to each module are provided below:
1. Overview of the Common Core State Standards for California Educators 
http://myboe.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&scId=306588 

2. Mathematics: Kindergarten through Grade Eight Learning Progressions 
http://myboe.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&scId=306589 

3. Mathematics: Kindergarten through Grade Twelve Standards for Mathematical Practice
http://myboe.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&scId=306591 

4. English Language Arts: Informational Text—Reading 
http://myboe.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&scId=306592 

5. English Language Arts: Writing to Inform, Argue, and Analyze 
http://www.myboe.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&scId=504695 

6. Content Literacy for Technical Subjects 
http://www.myboe.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&scId=505198&sciId=13660 

7. Assessment Literacy 
http://www.myboe.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&scId=505706 

8. Content Literacy in History/Social Studies, Kindergarten through Grade Five 
http://www.myboe.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&scId=507082 

9. Content Literacy for Science 
http://myboe.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&scId=506599 

10. Content Literacy for History/Social Studies, Grade Six through Twelve  
http://myboe.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&scId=508656 

11. Getting Started with the California English Language Development Standards
http://myboe.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/Content?action=2&scId=509334 
12. MTSS: A Framework for Implementation of the CA CCSS*

13. A Deeper Dive into the California English Language Development Standards* (available February 2014)
*Links to these modules were not available at time of posting. Links will be provided on the CDE Professional Learning Modules for Educators Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssplm.asp when the modules become available.
Feedback from the field has been favorable regarding the PLMs. The following table provides data from September 1, 2012 through November 12, 2013, on how often the PLMs are being accessed by educators. The PLMs are listed in order of being uploaded to the Brokers of Expertise Web site which explains the declining number of “hits” in the table. The last six modules have been available for six months or less.

	PLM 
	# Hits

	Overview of the Common Core State Standards for California Educators  
	16,701

	Mathematics: Kindergarten through Grade Eight Learning Progressions  
	11,682

	Mathematics: Kindergarten through Grade Twelve Standards for Mathematical Practice  
	13,441

	English Language Arts: Informational Text—Reading  
	12,609

	English Language Arts: Writing to Inform, Argue, and Analyze  
	6,701

	Content Literacy for Technical Subjects  
	1,661

	Assessment Literacy  
	2,251

	Content Literacy in History/Social Studies, Kindergarten through Grade Five  
	1,224

	Content Literacy for Science   
	2,554

	Content Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grade Six through Grade Twelve
	186


Comments collected from the optional surveys available at the end of each PLM also provide insights as to what online participants felt was helpful and how they plan to use the PLMs in the future. Approximately 250 participants responded (some participants may have completed two or more surveys on different PLMs). The following summaries highlight findings from the survey comments to date:

One survey prompt asked participants to share what they found to be most valuable about the PLMs. Overwhelmingly, the most valuable aspects indicated across all PLM topics were the following:

1. Excellent video examples of teachers implementing CCSS concepts and strategies in classroom contexts
2. Valuable strategies, resources, and ideas that they will take back to their classrooms and colleagues
3. Useful and appropriate content knowledge about the targeted CCSS topic
The following are sample comments that exemplify these top three aspects:

· “I will do my best to incorporate the strategies into my instruction either emulating them or having them as a resource and reflection piece.” (Writing PLM)

· “Excellent videos—most of them with the script, which I found more helpful than a talking head....Excellent summaries of tools, resources, and methods…” (Informational Text PLM)

· “The most valuable part of this module was seeing how the CCSS standards were developed to increase mathematical thinking through the grade levels. Looking at what comes before and after my grade level is very important to understand what students should know when they come in, and what they need to know before they move on.” (Mathematics Learning Progressions PLM)

· “I will incorporate many more lessons utilizing open-ended problem-based math activities followed by classroom discussions to draw out the math.” (Standards for Mathematical Practice PLM)

Additional survey prompts asked participants to evaluate the quality of the PLMs on a four point scale. The overwhelming majority, 95 percent, of participants agreed or strongly agreed that the PLM they just completed increased their understanding of the targeted CCSS topic. 

A strong majority, 92 percent, also felt that the PLMs increased their understanding of how to integrate 21st Century skills and concepts in their work to support the learning of all students and to increase the understanding of instructional strategies to support the learning of English Learners, (90 percent), and students with disabilities, (88 percent). 

The survey also asked for suggestions for improvements to the PLMs. The following comments summarize what the respondents stated as needing improvement:

· More information/strategies for teachers who work with students with disabilities and English learners including assessment
· Less information, shorter units
· Fix technical problems
· Better pacing (some stated the pacing was too slow, others said it was too fast)
In response to the first concern above, two additional modules have been developed. Two modules that focus on English learners were just recently published and the recently published Multi-tiered System of Support Module also addresses differentiation of instruction. The program office has worked with Brokers of Expertise staff to fix technical issues associated with accessing the PLMs. Links to video and additional information are updated as needed and the modules are reviewed at least once each month to verify that all the links are working. 
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