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	Date:
	March 6, 2014


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	Item 12 – Alternative High School Equivalency Test Request for Information: List of Respondent-Vendors for Consideration and Approval.


Summary of Key Issues

In response to the High School Equivalency Test Request for Information (RFI), the California Department of Education (CDE) received submittals from CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC (CTB), Educational Testing Service (ETS), and GED Testing Service (GEDTS) on February 18, 2014. The CDE reviewed the responses and contacted the respondents to obtain any clarification needed regarding the submissions. The follow-up period ended close of business March 5, 2014.  
The CDE’s primary goal was to review how well each proposed assessment met the criteria in the RFI. The primary criteria for evaluation included the degree to which the submission demonstrated alignment of the assessment to the California content standards, and the ability to produce scores that can reliably be used to assess whether or not an examinee demonstrates a level of performance expected of a high school graduate (Education Code Section 51420 [b]). 
The following summaries provide an overview of the major characteristics of each of the proposed assessments.  
CTB/McGraw-Hill LLC (CTB) 
Test Assessing Secondary Completion™ (TASC) (139 Pages)
CTB presented the TASC as being offered in computer-based and paper-based formats. However, a computer adaptive version is not planned for full implementation until 2016, therefore, not much is known about what the computer-adaptive format will offer. 
CTB indicated in their response that the test complies with applicable standards for test construction, is aligned with the Common Core State Standards, the Next Generation Science Standards, and the California State Social Studies framework, and provides a plan for test-taker customer service which includes the provision of transcripts and certificates. 
However, a careful review of the submittal suggests that the social studies content area is really based on standards established by various national groups, rather than the California Content Standards. Nonetheless, the social studies standards appear to be substantively similar to at least one of other submissions.  In addition, it is unclear whether the TASC is currently accepted by the military.
Educational Testing Service (ETS)
High School Equivalency Test (HiSET™), 2014 edition (471 Pages)
ETS presents the HiSET™ as being offered on computer-based and paper-based formats. ETS demonstrated in its response that the test complies with all applicable standards for test construction, is fully aligned with all current California content standards, and provides a plan for test-taker customer service which includes the provision of transcripts and certificates. Descriptions of customer service protocols including the provision of transcripts and certificates are described in detail. ETS states the HiSET™ gained acceptance from public and private universities and colleges, employers and the military in January 2014. 

ETS states that the HiSET™ is available as of January 1, 2014. However, ETS also presents plans to conduct a formal standard-setting process to support the HiSET™ assessments. 
GED® Testing Service (GEDTS)
General Educational Development Tests - GED® (687 Pages)
The 2014 GED® test is only offered in a computer-based format, although paper-based versions of the 2002 version are currently available for test-takers requiring special accommodations and inmates at correctional facilities through a special waiver program. GEDTS did not indicate that they would be developing any new paper-based tests. GEDTS provided evidence the test was developed in accordance with applicable standards for test construction and that the test aligns with all current California content standards. A detailed description of customer service procedures including the provision of transcripts and certificates was provided. GEDTS provided a detailed description of how the GED meets the requirements for national acceptance by post-secondary institutions and employers. 

Recommendation

The CDE believes that the SBE has viable options to address the need in California for High School Equivalency Tests. Based on CDE's review of the submitted responses to the RFI, GEDTS is currently able to offer the GED test in a computer-based format and a limited paper-based format. ETS can offer computer-based and paper-based testing. CTB can offer computer-based and paper-based testing, but CTB is still promoting acceptance and awareness of the TASC with groups such as the military.
Based on the factors presented in the submissions, it is recommended that the SBE approve the GED, Hi-SET and the non-computer-adaptive version of TASC as High School Equivalency Tests offered in California.  
The CDE staff believes the limitations identified for the TASC are an insufficient basis to deny approval to the existing version of TASC.  The CDE staff believes the computer-adaptive format of the TASC could be a viable alternative in the future, but there is insufficient information to approve it at this time. The CDE staff recommends that the SBE reconsider the computer-adaptive version of the TASC when it becomes available and revisit this entire process in three years to weigh the options of all High School Equivalency Tests on the market at that time. 
Attachment(s)

None.
