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	SUBJECT

Update on California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Activities, Including, but not limited to, the Smarter Balanced Digital Library, Spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test, National Center and State Collaborative Activities, and Planning of the Science Assessment Stakeholder Meetings.
	
	Action

	
	
	Information

	
	
	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This item reflects the collaboration of the Assessment Development and Administration Division (ADAD), the Special Education Division, and the Education Data Management Division of the California Department of Education (CDE).
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 
California’s new student assessment system is the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP), which replaces the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program. For the 2013–14 school year, the required CAASPP assessments include the Smarter Balanced Field Tests for mathematics and English–language arts in grades three through eight and grade eleven; the California Standards Tests for Science in grades five, eight, and ten; the California Modified Assessment for Science in grades five, eight, and ten; and the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) for Science in grades five, eight, and ten and for mathematics and English–language arts in grades two through eleven. Two optional tests also are included in this year’s CAASPP: the Early Assessment Program in grade eleven for English–language arts and mathematics; and Standards-based Test in Spanish for reading/language arts in grades two through eleven for recently arrived English learner students. Among the other mandates set forth in Assembly Bill (AB) 484 is the requirement that the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) consult with stakeholders to make a recommendation on science assessment after the State Board of Education (SBE) has adopted the new science content standards. 
This item provides an update on CAASPP assessment development activities, including the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) Pilot Test, the Smarter Balanced Digital Library, and planning for future science assessments. In addition, this item includes an update on the Smarter Balanced Field Test, technology outreach to local 
educational agencies (LEAs), the California Smarter Balanced Joint Work Group, the California K–12 High Speed Network, and the broadband map of California (see Attachment 1).
National Center and State Collaborative

Prior to the upcoming Phase I NCSC Pilot Test, the CDE participated in the English–language arts and mathematics item development and subsequent reviews, evaluated items for accessibility, and actively worked with the consortium toward a valid and technically defensible alternate assessment for students with significant cognitive disabilities. 

Current recruitment efforts for the NCSC Phase I Pilot Test in California have included the ADAD and the Special Education Division’s communication to the field, weekly monitoring of LEAs registration efforts, and calling the 100 largest districts to encourage participation in the pilot test. As of February 13, 2014, 177 LEAs, 466 schools, and approximately 7,100 students have volunteered to participate in the spring pilot test in grades three through eight and grade eleven in California.

Schools registered have identified classes and all students within the class who will participate in the pilot in order to maximize the sample size. The goal is to examine how students will interact with test items, and how test items and the test administration system function. No scores will be provided either on an individual or aggregate level. Additionally, students with significant cognitive disabilities will be required to take the CAPA as specified in AB 484.

It is anticipated that the operational assessment will be available to states beginning in the 2014–15 school year. California’s participation in future NCSC assessments has yet to be determined.
Smarter Balanced Digital Library

The Smarter Balanced Digital Library is the formative tool and process component of the Smarter Balanced assessment system. The Digital Library will provide formative resources, tools, and professional learning opportunities for educators to tailor instruction based on students’ needs. It is a Web portal that hosts resources submitted, reviewed, and approved by educators from member states who are part of a State Network of Educators (SNE). The Digital Library is an interactive social networking site that allows users to rate materials and to share their expertise with other educators across the state or across the country. Consortium-wide SNE membership consists of approximately 2,000 K–12 educators and higher education faculty, approximately 150 of whom are from California. SNE members have been receiving training for resource submission and review since last fall. They have been contributing and vetting resources against quality criteria developed by the Smarter Balanced Formative 
Assessment Advisory Panel since December 2013. Smarter Balanced is scheduled to make the Digital Library available in April 2014. Approximately 400 resources are expected to be available when the library is launched, and more will be added over time.

Planning for Future Science Assessments
On September 4, 2013, the SBE adopted the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). AB 484 requires the SSPI to make recommendations to the SBE, as soon as is feasible after the adoption of the standards, regarding science assessments aligned with the NGSS. The recommendations must include cost estimates and an implementation plan of at least one assessment in each of the following grade spans: (1) grades three through five; (2) grades six through nine; and (3) grades ten through twelve. In order to develop these recommendations, the SSPI is required to consult with stakeholder groups, including, but not necessarily limited to, California science teachers, individuals with expertise in assessing English learners and students with disabilities, parents, and measurement experts, regarding the grade level and the type of assessment. The CDE is working with ETS to develop a plan for consulting with stakeholders to meet these legislative requirements. 
RECOMMENDATION
This item is for information only. No specific action is recommended.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 
Established by AB 484 and subsequently renamed, the CAASPP succeeded the STAR Program on January 1, 2014. The new statewide assessment system supports the full implementation of CCSS.

The full text of AB 484, as chaptered into law, can be accessed online at the California Legislative Information Web page at http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billSearchClient.xhtml. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

In January 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on statewide assessment transition activities, including the establishment of the CAASPP assessment system, the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test preparation activities, information about the 
Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines, the CDE and ETS training modules for California LEAs, and a CAASPP technology update.
In November 2013, the CDE provided the SBE with highlights of AB 484, information on the availability of the Smarter Balanced Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines, an update on the Technology Readiness Tool, an update on changes to the new registration system with the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System, and an update on collaboration activities of the CDE and the K–12 High Speed Network. 
In September 2013, the CDE presented information to the SBE on Smarter Balanced assessment development activities, including legislative developments, findings from the CDE Technology Preparedness Survey, a report on research regarding the costs of statewide student testing, research regarding computer-based versus paper-based testing, an update on the draft Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines, development activities for the spring 2014 Field Test, and a comparison of costs for the development and administration of the English–language arts and mathematics portions of the STAR Program and the Smarter Balanced assessment system.

In July 2013, the SBE received an update from the CDE on Smarter Balanced assessment development activities, including the release of Practice Tests, feedback from CDE staff observations of the spring 2013 Pilot Test, California educator involvement in item development activities and Digital Library development activities, available resources to help gauge the technology readiness of LEAs, and initial cost estimates for implementing the Smarter Balanced system of assessments. 

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
Education Code (EC) Section 60640(f)(2) requires that, for the 2013–14 school year, the STAR contract be amended to administer CAASPP and that cost savings from the suspension of certain STAR assessments be used to fund the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test. The total costs for this 2013–14 test administration is $51,206,814, including $8,346,000 in costs to be incurred in 2014–15 and included in the Governor’s proposed 2014–15 budget to complete the scoring and reporting of paper-pencil tests, the analyses of test results, special studies, and annual technical reports for the assessments administered as part of the CAASPP in the 2013–14 school year.
Funding for the CAASPP system is included in the Governor’s proposed budget act. The final budget for the contract is negotiated and approved by CDE, SBE, and the Department of Finance.
ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1: CAASPP Assessment Development Activities (3 Pages).

Smarter Balanced Field Test Preparation Activities

The California Department of Education (CDE) is supporting local educational agencies (LEAs) in their preparation for the transition to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP), including the administration of the assessment developed through the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (Smarter Balanced) and implementation of computer-based and adaptive testing.

Outreach Efforts to Prepare Local Educational Agencies for the Smarter Balanced Field Test

CDE staff, in collaboration with Senior Assessment Fellows, West Ed, San Joaquin County Office of Education (SJCOE), and Educational Testing Service (ETS), continues its outreach to prepare LEAs for the Smarter Balanced Field Test. These efforts have included activities such as the following:

1. California Online Field Test Administration Manual

The California Online Field Test Administration Manual (TAM) was made available to LEAs on February 7, 2014 on the Smarter Balanced California portal at: http://sbac.portal.airast.org/ca/field-test-ca/resources/. The TAM provides the information on policies and procedures for California test administrators and teachers with screenshots and step-by-step instructions on how to administer the Field Test. 

2. Videos and Training Modules

As part of the effort to provide support to LEAs and help educators and students become familiar with key features of the Smarter Balanced Field Test, Assessment Development and Administration Division (ADAD) staff, in collaboration with Senior Assessment Fellows, West Ed, SJCOE, and ETS are developing videos and training modules. A series of training videos for LEA staff are available on the California Smarter Balanced portal at http://sbac.portal.airast.org/ca/field-test-ca/. In addition, two videos targeted for high school and middle school students were launched in February 2014. These videos have been released publicly, and are available for districts, schools, teachers, students and their families to become familiar with the purpose of the Smarter Balanced Field Test.

3. Field Test Flash E-mails

On February 7, 2014, ADAD sent the first issue of the Field Test Flash email to educators and public who subscribed to the CAASPP mailing list (caaspp@mlist.cde.ca.gov). The Field Test Flash is a new, frequent, short e-mail designed to disseminate information about the Smarter Balanced Field Test for up-to-the-minute information.

4. Smarter Balanced Field Test Training Workshops

Throughout February 2014, ETS on behalf of the CDE, conducted 30 in-person regional workshops for LEA CAASPP Coordinators and Technology Coordinators for the Smarter Balanced Field Test. ETS also hosted a live Webcast of the training with over 1,000 viewers. The archived video is available online at: http://californiatac.org/rsc/videos/archived-webcast_021114.html.  

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Technology Update

1. California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System Integration with the Smarter Balanced Field Test

On February 5, 2014, Cindy Kazanis, Director of Educational Data Management Division and Diane Hernandez, Director of ADAD, sent a letter to the field regarding the important role the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) will have in providing student enrollment, demographic, and program data to the Smarter Balanced test registration system, known as the Test Information Distribution Engine (TIDE) system. 

Specifically, the integration of the CALPADS and TIDE systems requires LEAs to update specific student-level data elements in CALPADS on a frequent and consistent basis, especially before and during the testing windows. Students who are not in CALPADS will not be able to access the field test. The letter further encouraged LEAs to keep student enrollment, demographics, and program information in CALPADS up-to-date. 

The letter is available on the CDE CALPADS Communications Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/communications.asp. 

On February 7, CDE successfully uploaded demographic information into the TIDE system for over 3.29 million students who will participate in the Field Test. Beginning the week of February 10, 2014 LEAs were able to access TIDE to upload student accommodation and designated support information.

2. California K–12 High Speed Network

The CDE and K–12 High Speed Network (K12HSN) are jointly working to assist LEAs understand the role and benefit of connecting to the K12HSN to prepare for the Smarter Balanced Field Test. The K12HSN is conducting regional meetings with counties to understand the issues and barriers around connectivity to school districts. Through these regional meetings, the K12HSN is documenting areas with challenges to accessing high speed connections and examples of success stories for districts that have overcome access barriers. The K12HSN plans to release its Annual Report, which highlights select case studies in March 2014, on the K12HSN Web site at http://www.k12hsn.org/.
The K12HSN is also working on developing a peering agreement for the Smarter Balanced Field Test to optimize the internet connectivity for local educational agencies connected through the K12HSN.

K12HSN also continues to update the DataLINK program to report connectivity data and related information for California’s K-12 schools and districts. This data can be viewed through any one of the standard reports, or custom reports can be generated using the report generator feature. This information is accessible on the K12HSN DataLINK Web page at http://www.k12hsn.org/data/reporting/.

3. California Smarter Balanced Technology Joint Work Group

There will be a follow up meeting of the Smarter Balanced Technology Joint Work Group on February 24, 2014. The Joint Work Group will hear an update by the CDE on activities discussed at the group’s December meeting. The update will facilitate further discussions regarding how to help LEAs prepare for the Smarter Balanced Field Test. A verbal update on the Joint Work Group’s activities will be provided at the State Board of Education meeting.
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