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	SUBJECT

Update on the Activities of the California Department of Education and State Board of Education Regarding Implementation of Common Core State Standards Systems.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This agenda item is the seventeenth in a series of regular updates to inform the State Board of Education (SBE) and public regarding Common Core State Standards (CCSS) systems implementation activities.

RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate but recommends no specific action at this time.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

When the SBE adopted the CCSS with additions in 2010, these standards became the current subject-matter standards in English language arts and mathematics. The full implementation of these standards will occur over several years as a new system of CCSS-aligned curriculum, instruction, and assessment is developed. 
The CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California, available on the CDE CCSS Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/, was jointly presented by the SBE and State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to the Governor and the California State Legislature in March 2012. A Web-based interactive timeline that provides detailed information regarding the statewide implementation projects included in the plan is available on the CDE CCSS Systems Implementation—Significant Milestones Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/tl/index.asp.

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

July 2011-January 2014: The CDE presented to the SBE a series of regular updates on the implementation of the CCSS.
March 2012: The SBE unanimously voted to present, in partnership with the SSPI, the CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California to the Governor and the California State Legislature thereby fulfilling the requirements of California Education Code Section 60605.8 (h). 
June 2011: Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., SSPI Tom Torlakson, and SBE President Michael Kirst signed the memorandum of understanding for California’s participation as 

a governing state in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (Smarter Balanced). California was previously a participating state in the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). 
November 2010: The CDE presented to the SBE an update on the implementation of the CCSS. This update was provided at the joint meeting between the SBE and the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (See agenda at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/pn/ctcsbeagenda08nov2010.asp). 

August 2010: Pursuant to Senate Bill X5 1, the SBE adopted the academic content standards in English language arts and mathematics as proposed by the California Academic Content Standards Commission (ACSC); the standards include the CCSS and specific additional standards that the ACSC had deemed necessary to maintain the integrity and rigor of California’s already high standards. 

May 2009: The SSPI, the Governor of California, and the SBE President agreed to participate in the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices initiative to develop the CCSS as part of California’s application to the federal Race to the Top grant.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

The cost of implementing the CCSS is significant, but will be offset by the improved efficiencies, benefits of shared costs with other states, and the shifting of current costs to CCSS activities. Currently, the CDE is providing free professional learning support via webinars and presentations and is providing ongoing guidance to the field for transitioning to the CCSS. In terms of instructional materials, costs will span multiple years but will be offset by access to a national market of materials and greater price competition in so long as California does not add state-specific evaluation criteria. Nonetheless, the implementation of new CCSS-aligned assessments, professional learning supports, and instructional materials will require a shifting and infusion of new resources. Assembly Bill 86 (Chapter 48, Statutes of 2013), Section 85, appropriates $1.25 billion to support the integration of academic content standards in instruction adopted pursuant to sections 60605.8, 60605.85, 60605.10, 60605.11, and 60811.3 of the California Education Code.
ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: January—February 2014 (4 pages)
Attachment 2:
Common Core State Standards Implementation Outreach: California State Board of Education and California Department of Education Activities (5 pages)
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Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: January–February 2014 

1. Facilitate high quality professional learning opportunities for educators to ensure that every student has access to teachers who are prepared to teach to the levels of rigor and depth required by the CCSS.
· The California Department of Education (CDE) has released a new addition to the collection of Common Core State Standards (CCSS) professional learning modules (PLMs) for educators:
· A Deeper Dive into the California English Language Development (ELD) Standards: This module is Part 2 of the two-part ELD module series. It provides a structure and focus for ELD standards-based instruction in mainstream classrooms and designated ELD instruction and/or classrooms that describes how to use the ELD standards in tandem with the CCSS for English language arts (ELA)/Literacy. Examples in various contexts and grade spans model how suggested instructional strategies can be successfully implemented.
Thirteen online PLMs are currently available for teachers to access independently or for schools or districts to use as facilitated professional learning. The PLMs were designed to deepen educators' understanding of the CCSS; instructional strategies to support the learning of all pupils, including English learners, pupils with disabilities, and underperforming pupils; and instructional strategies that promote creativity, innovation, critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, and communication skills in all academic content areas.

The modules are located on the Brokers of Expertise (BoE) Web site located at http://ccssplm.myboe.org/. The BoE Web site also offers resources and a platform for questions about the CCSS.  More information is available on the CDE Professional Learning Modules for Educators Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssplm.asp.
· With support from a grant from the National Education Association, the CDE, the California Teachers Association (CTA), the Comprehensive Center at WestEd, and the Secondary Literacy Partnership are working collaboratively to provide California educators across the state with five day-long seminars to support implementation of the CCSS system. This seminar series is designed to offer more extensive practice with the CCSS in the areas of curriculum, literacy strategies across the content areas, technology, assessments, and performance tasks.  Seminars were held in San Jose on January 10, 2014, and Pasadena on February 7, 2014. Additional seminars will be held on March 14, 2014, in Anaheim; April 5, 2014, in Stockton; and May 3, 2014, in San Luis Obispo. More information regarding the seminars, including links to registration information, is available on the CTA Professional Development Web page at http://www.cta.org/conferences. 
· CDE staff participated in the 2014 Curriculum and Instruction Steering Committee (CISC) Leadership Symposium in Monterey, California, on February 19–21, 2014. Staff presentations provided information regarding the following topics: the CCSS and their implementation, the transition to the new assessment system, the CDE professional learning modules for educators, career technical education, and the curriculum frameworks—including the adopted mathematics framework, the draft English language arts/English language development framework, and the work to develop a revised science framework aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards. Approximately 500 California educators attended this statewide conference which was sponsored by the CISC of the California County Superintendents Educational Services Association.
2. Provide CCSS-aligned instructional resources designed to meet the diverse needs of all students.

· The first 60-day public comment period on the 2014 ELA/ELD Framework draft ended on February 13. Survey comments were forwarded to the ELA/ELD Subject Matter Committee (SMC) of the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) for consideration during its March 7, 2014 meeting. The committee reviewed the comments and considered recommendations from the writers and CDE staff for edits to the draft. The SMC has forwarded its recommended edits to the full IQC for its March 28 meeting for analysis and approval of the edits and to initiate the second 60-day public comment period. Once staff incorporates the IQC’s changes into the revised draft in April, it will be posted for comment from May to June, 2014. At the end of this second public comment period, the draft will be forwarded to the SBE for action at its July meeting.

· Information regarding the approval of the draft schedule of significant events and the draft Instructional Materials Reviewer and Content Review Expert online application for the 2015 English language arts/English language development instructional materials adoption will be presented in Item 18.
· Information regarding the approval of recommended supplemental instructional materials for English language development will be presented in Item 19.

3.
Develop and transition to CCSS-aligned assessment systems to inform instruction, establish priorities for professional learning, and provide tools for accountability.

· An update regarding California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Program activities including, but not limited to, the Smarter Balanced Digital Library and spring 2014 Field Test, National Center and State Collaborative activities, and planning for science assessment stakeholder meetings will be provided in Item 13.
5.
Collaborate with the postsecondary and business communities to ensure that all students are prepared for success in career and college.
· On March 2-4, 2014, the CDE sponsored the California Partnership Academies/Educating for Careers Conference in Sacramento. For the fifth straight year, these two premier conferences were joined to provide extensive instruction in all aspects of career-technical education and career and college readiness. Over 3,000 educators attended this conference for a menu of over 200 workshops to benefit career academy teams, districts implementing Linked Learning programs, and others seeking the benefits of integrating rigorous academics with career specific instruction. Included in the schedule were multiple workshops and intensive seminars on: the CCSS, education technology, STEM, University of California a-g offerings, career counseling, partnerships with industry and post-secondary, CTE Model Curriculum Standards, and the California Partnership Academies model and components.

7.
Design and establish systems of effective communication among stakeholders to continuously identify areas of need and disseminate information.
· The CDE is pleased to announce the availability of a new, voluntary communications tool to support CCSS implementation across California. The online CCSS Implementation Survey was designed to provide a platform for California’s local educational agencies (LEAs) to share the status of local implementation work with their community members, the CDE, and other educational agencies. 

The survey consists of 25 questions regarding general implementation, professional learning, instructional materials, assessment, and communications and outreach. The survey questions may be viewed on the CDE CCSS Implementation Survey Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/survey.asp.  Each LEA has been provided with a unique Web address linked to its own survey. Each question is voluntary and each LEA is free to update its survey at any time. 

Survey responses for each California LEA are available on the CDE CCSS Implementation Survey Search Web page at http://www2.cde.ca.gov/ccs/searchsurvey.aspx. Responses will not be evaluated or used for state accountability purposes; they will be used to inform state CCSS implementation priorities. 
· The CDE promotes new CCSS-related resources via the CDE CCSS Web page and listserv.
Summary of Web-based Outreach Data: 

	
	November
	December
	January

	Listserv Subscribers
	8,846
	8,952
	9,051

	Total Web Page Hits
	364,674
	263,680
	374,016


· A summary of select outreach and communications activities of the CDE and SBE is provided in Attachment 2 of this item. 
Common Core State Standards Implementation Outreach

California State Board of Education and California Department of Education Activities

Engage partners in facilitating two-way communication and leverage local and state implementation activities.
	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Description

	January 10, 2014

Present at Common Core and Beyond: A Practicum on Literacy in the Content Areas, Mathematics, Instructional Strategies and Assessments
	250 educators

California Department of Education (CDE)/State Board of Education (SBE) Team: 

Tom Adams, Deborah Franklin, Stacey Greer, Jane Liang, Barbara Murchison, Jessica Valdez 
	Present workshops on statewide Common Core 

System implementation, including using the new mathematics curriculum framework, instructional resources, assessments, the professional learning modules, and resources available from CDE.

	January 11-13, 2014

Present to Region 1 math leadership team
	50 teachers and administrators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell, Marcia Trott
	Present on communication strategies for mathematics instructional shifts and review of progress on Improving Teacher Quality grant evidence of learning and leadership.   



	January 17, 2014

Present to Biola University students
	15 graduate degree candidates

CDE/SBE Team: Tom Adams, Joy Kessel, Barbara Murchison 
	Present update on curriculum frameworks, instructional materials, and resources available from the CDE

	January 23, 2014

Present to ACSA Secondary Council
	40 administrators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell, Deborah Baumgartner
	Provide update on planning strategies for implementing common and overview of Smarter Balanced Field Test expectations.

	January 23 - 24, 2014

Present to Curriculum and Instruction Steering Committee (CISC) of CA County Superintendents
	60 county Assistant Superintendents and other staff
CDE/SBE Team: 

Lupita Cortez-Alcala, Diane Hernandez, Cindy Kazanis 
	Update on the Professional Learning modules, Smarter Balanced Field Test, technology readiness and other common core implementation topics.

	January 29, 2014
Attend Committee on College & Career Readiness and the Common Core meeting
	20 Community College faculty and system leadership
CDE/SBE Team:
Deb Sigman, Nancy Brownell, Barbara Murchison
	Participate in meeting related to SBE National Governor’s Association (NGA) grant for higher education, and discuss implications for community colleges.


	February 5 – 27, 2014 

California Smarter Balanced Field Test Workshops


	2,200 district assessment and technology coordinators

350 educators

Educational Testing Service (ETS) on behalf of CDE
	Provide information on the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test preparation and administration, including technology needs, administration procedures and security issues. Events were held in 15 different county offices across the state.

	February 7, 2014

Present at Common Core and Beyond:  A Practicum on Literacy in the Content Areas, Mathematics, Instructional Strategies and Assessments
	350 teachers and other educators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Tom Adams, Deborah Franklin, Jane Liang, Barbara Murchison, Carrie Roberts, Jessica Valdez
	Provide workshops on various elements of the Common Core Standards (CCSS) system, including using the new mathematics curriculum framework, instructional resources, assessments, the professional learning modules, and resources available from the CDE

	February 7, 2014

Present to CTA Common Core Seminar
	75 teachers

CDE/SBE Team: 

Deborah Baumgartner, Jane Liang
	Present overview of Smarter Balanced assessments with a focus on Mathematics Practice Standards.

	February 8, 2014

Present to Assessment Conference for Mathematics Teachers
	75 teachers

CDE/SBE Team: 

Jane Liang
	Present overview of Smarter Balanced assessments with a focus on Mathematics Practice Standards.

	February 11, 2014

Present to Association of California School Administrators (ACSA)
	20 district and school administrators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Linda Hooper
	Present an overview of the Smarter Balanced Assessment System.

	February 12, 2014

Present to CSU Advocates
	100 CSU advocates, alumni and faculty leadership

CDE/SBE Team: Nancy Brownell
	Provide an update on Common Core State Standards implementation and communications tools for use with higher education, in support of goals of NGA grant. 



	February 19-21, 2014
Provide updates at annual CISC Leadership Symposium
	800 educators from around the state
CDE/SBE Team: 
Tom Adams, Lupita Cortez-Alcala, Kristen Cruz Allen, Brian Boyd, Deborah Franklin, Diane Hernandez, Karen Cordero Kaplan, Phil Lafontaine,

Jane Liang, Carrie Roberts, Lily Roberts, Deb Sigman, Laura Watson
	Present an update Common Core implementation, framework development and Smarter Balanced Assessment development activities.  

	February 21, 2014

Provide update to State and Federal Program Directors
	50 educators from across the state

CDE/SBE Team: Jessica Valdez
	Provide an update on Smarter Balanced Assessment development activities

	February 24, 2014

Present to Latrobe Community meeting
	40 parent and community members

CDE/SBE Team:

Nancy Brownell 
	Provide an update on Common Core implementation and Smarter Balanced Field Test expectations.



	February 26, 2014

Present to Education Coalition (EDCO)
	EDCO Liaisons

CDE/SBE Team: Jessica Valdez
	Provide an update on the Smarter Balanced Assessment development activities. 

	February 27, 2014

Present at Association of California Community College Administrators Conference
	70 California Community College Administrators

CDE/SBE Team:

Barbara Murchison
	Present on the CCSS, California’s implementation plan, and the role of community colleges in transforming the educational system in California. 
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