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	SUBJECT

Update on the Activities of the California Department of Education and State Board of Education Regarding Implementation of Common Core State Standards Systems.
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	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This agenda item is the eighteenth in a series of regular updates to inform the State Board of Education (SBE) and public regarding Common Core State Standards (CCSS) systems implementation activities.

RECOMMENDATION

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate but recommends no specific action at this time.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

When the SBE adopted the CCSS with additions in 2010, these standards became the current subject-matter standards in English language arts and mathematics. The full implementation of these standards will occur over several years as a new system of CCSS-aligned curriculum, instruction, and assessment is developed. 
The CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California, available on the CDE CCSS Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/, was jointly presented by the SBE and State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to the Governor and the California State Legislature in March 2012. A Web-based interactive timeline that provides detailed information regarding the statewide implementation projects included in the plan is available on the CDE CCSS Systems Implementation—Significant Milestones Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/tl/index.asp.

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

July 2011-March 2014: The CDE presented to the SBE a series of regular updates on the implementation of the CCSS.
March 2012: The SBE unanimously voted to present, in partnership with the SSPI, the CCSS Systems Implementation Plan for California to the Governor and the California State Legislature thereby fulfilling the requirements of California Education Code Section 60605.8 (h). 
June 2011: Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., SSPI Tom Torlakson, and SBE President Michael Kirst signed the memorandum of understanding for California’s participation as 

a governing state in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (Smarter Balanced). California was previously a participating state in the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). 
November 2010: The CDE presented to the SBE an update on the implementation of the CCSS. This update was provided at the joint meeting between the SBE and the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (See agenda at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/pn/ctcsbeagenda08nov2010.asp). 

August 2010: Pursuant to Senate Bill X5 1, the SBE adopted the academic content standards in English language arts and mathematics as proposed by the California Academic Content Standards Commission (ACSC); the standards include the CCSS and specific additional standards that the ACSC had deemed necessary to maintain the integrity and rigor of California’s already high standards. 

May 2009: The SSPI, the Governor of California, and the SBE President agreed to participate in the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices initiative to develop the CCSS as part of California’s application to the federal Race to the Top grant.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

The cost of implementing the CCSS is significant, but will be offset by the improved efficiencies, benefits of shared costs with other states, and the shifting of current costs to CCSS activities. Currently, the CDE is providing free professional learning support via webinars and presentations and is providing ongoing guidance to the field for transitioning to the CCSS. In terms of instructional materials, costs will span multiple years but will be offset by access to a national market of materials and greater price competition in so long as California does not add state-specific evaluation criteria. Nonetheless, the implementation of new CCSS-aligned assessments, professional learning supports, and instructional materials will require a shifting and infusion of new resources. Assembly Bill 86 (Chapter 48, Statutes of 2013), Section 85, appropriates $1.25 billion to support the integration of academic content standards in instruction adopted pursuant to sections 60605.8, 60605.85, 60605.10, 60605.11, and 60811.3 of the California Education Code.
ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: March–April 2014 (4 Pages)
Attachment 2:
Common Core State Standards Implementation Outreach: California State Board of Education and California Department of Education Activities (12 Pages)
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Common Core State Standards Systems Implementation Plan Highlights: March–April 2014 
1. Facilitate high quality professional learning opportunities for educators to ensure that every student has access to teachers who are prepared to teach to the levels of rigor and depth required by the CCSS.
· California Department of Education (CDE) staff participated in the 39th Annual Conference of the California Association for Bilingual Education (CABE) in Anaheim, California on April 2–5, 2014. Approximately 600 teachers, administrators, para-educators, and parents of English learners participated in presentations and workshops designed to share the most current information for English learners through the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), the new California English Language Development (CA ELD) standards, and technology and the arts. During the conference, the CDE offered a one-day Institute to share information regarding the following topics: ELD Standards in the era of CCSS, implementing state assessments with a focus on English Learners, the English Language Arts/English Language Development (ELA/ELD) curriculum framework, resources for implementing the CA ELD Standards, and ELD implementation planning. In addition, the Institute included multiple opportunities for participants to engage in facilitated discussions to share information regarding their local implementation efforts. 
· The CDE Special Education Division (SED) sponsored the second in-person meeting and live broadcast CCSS Symposium for Special Educators on March 21, 2014. Approximately 2,000 special education and general education administrators, teachers, and parents in California and across 26 states who are part of the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) participated in the training. The interactive symposium, Diving Deeper into Aligning the Individualized Education Program (IEP) to the CCSS, was presented by Kevin Schaefer, Assistant Director of Special Programs, WestEd. To view archived materials from both CDE CCSS Symposiums for Special Educators, please visit the CDE CCSS SED Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/cc/. 
2. Provide CCSS-aligned instructional resources designed to meet the diverse needs of all students.

· An update regarding the 2014 revision of the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework for California Public Schools: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve will be presented in Item 2.
3.
Develop and transition to CCSS-aligned assessment systems to inform instruction, establish priorities for professional learning, and provide tools for accountability.

· An update regarding California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Program activities including, but not limited to, the spring 2014 Smarter Balanced Field Test and National Center and State Collaborative Phase I pilot testing will be provided in Item 3.
4. Collaborate with parents, guardians and the early childhood and extended learning communities to integrate the CCSS into programs and activities beyond the K–12 school setting.

· CDE staff participated in the Best of Out of School Time (BOOST) conference in Palm Springs April 30–May 2, 2014. The BOOST conference is the largest, most recognized national conference for after school facilitators. The conference focused on how to effectively use out-of-school time to advance youth education through resource development and promising practices. Several workshops were directly related to the CCSS: Exploring Curriculum Activities, Elementary Math Games For Teaching the Common Core – Engaging Your After School Students, Mastering the Literacy Habits of Mind & LIAS Principles, Common Core Comes to Life, Common Core LA Style, Social Justice Education: Using Common Core and Project Based Learning to Create a Better World, and many others that provide instruction in bringing classroom standards to after school programs in a creative environment.

During the conference, State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) Tom Torlakson received an award for his long standing support of expanded learning programs and his leadership as chair of the Summer Matters Campaign. CDE staff also presented the State of Expanded Learning in California as part of the BOOST Nation Town Hall series.   

· On March 8 and March 22, 2014, CDE staff presented information regarding the CCSS and the Smarter Balanced assessment system to more than 300 parents whose children are engaged with College Bound. College Bound is a program in Southern California, established in 1990, that provides comprehensive programs and services that prepare students for admission into and graduation from accredited four-year institutions of higher education. The program provides Saturday School, career awareness resources, academic and college advising, and summer enrichment classes. 

5.
Collaborate with the postsecondary and business communities to ensure that all students are prepared for success in career and college.

· As directed by Assembly Bill 86 of 2013, the CDE in February 2014 published a Request for Applications for the California Career Pathways Trust, nearly $250 million in 
one-time funding intended to establish and strengthen sustainable career pathways in grades nine through fourteen. These pathways are expected to deliver integrated curriculum aligned with both the CCSS and the Career Technical Education (CTE) Model Curriculum Standards, and work-based learning opportunities for all students. The competitively awarded grants will be available to partnerships of schools, community colleges, and business organizations for the 2014–15 fiscal year through the 2017–18 fiscal year to improve the readiness of California students for high need, high growth, and high wage employment in local or regional economies. Applicants can seek grant funding in three categories: up to $15 million per grant for a regional consortium, up to $6 million per grant for a regional or local consortium, and up to $600,000 per grant for a local consortium. During April and May 2014, the CDE is conducting eligibility reviews and content reading and scoring for 126 submitted grant applications that are requesting total grant funding of over $709 million. Grant awards will be announced on May 23, 2014, the project term will commence on July 1, 2014, and first-year grant payments equal to 50 percent of the total grant awards will be distributed by the end of September 2014.

· The California Standards for Career Ready Practice describe the fundamental knowledge and skills that students need to prepare for transition to postsecondary education, career training, or the workforce.  These standards, approved by the California State Board of Education (SBE) as part of the CTE Model Curriculum Standards in January 2013, are aligned to the College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards of the CCSS.  California’s Standards for Career Ready Practice are also aligned to the National Career Technical Core developed with the assistance of the National State Directors for CTE and are supported by numerous national organizations and businesses.  On March 3, 2014, SSPI Torlakson announced that “the Standards for Career Ready Practice are general and broad in nature, but are intended to serve as the foundation for teaching and career preparedness from kindergarten through grade twelve.” He also stated that “these standards are designed to guide California’s teachers as they help students achieve college and career readiness.” Additional information regarding the standards and links to information regarding career and college readiness are available on the March 3, 2014 CDE News Release Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr14/yr14rel22.asp. 

7.
Design and establish systems of effective communication among stakeholders to continuously identify areas of need and disseminate information.
· The CDE promotes new CCSS-related resources via the CDE CCSS Web page and listserv.
Summary of Web-based Outreach Data: 

	
	January
	February
	March

	Listserv Subscribers
	9,051
	9,286
	9,378

	Total Web Page Hits
	374,016
	331,881
	314,460


· A summary of select outreach and communications activities of the CDE and SBE is provided in Attachment 2 of this item. 
Common Core State Standards Implementation Outreach

California State Board of Education and California Department of Education Activities

Engage partners in facilitating two-way communication and leverage local and state implementation activities.
	Dates/Events
	Participants
	Description

	January 31, 2014

Present to California Consortium for Independent Study, Sacramento, CA 
	25 workshop participants

California Department of Education (CDE)/State Board of Education (SBE) Team: 

Elena Fajardo
	Present on the perfect marriage of Common Core Standards with English Language Development Standards (ELD).

	February 12-15, 2014

Present to National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE), San Diego, CA
	800 conference participants

CDE/SBE Team: 

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan, Elena Fajardo
	Participate in four-day national conference for administrators, teachers, and parents of English Learners. Present as a feature speaker and provide overview of current initiatives in California that include: State Seal of Biliteracy, ELD standards, English Language Arts/ ELD Curriculum Framework and Professional Learning Modules (PLMs) for Common Core and ELD Standards. 

	February 19-21, 2014

Present to Curriculum Instruction Steering Committee (CISC) of the County Superintendents

Monterey, CA
	700 Educators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Tom Adams, Bryan Boyd, Karen Cadiero-Kaplan, Lupita Cortez Alcala, Kristen Cruz Allen, Elena Fajardo, Deborah Franklin, Diane Hernandez, Phil Lafontaine, Jane Liang,  Carrie Roberts, Lily Roberts, Deb Sigman, Laura Watson 
	Participate in three-day conference for County Superintendents. Provide various session presentations on updates to the Smarter Balanced Field Tests, Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Implementation, English Language Arts/ ELD Curriculum Framework and Professional Learning Modules (PLMs) for Common Core and ELD Standards, and Common Core Mathematics. 

	February 24 and March 3, 2014

Present to Latrobe School District Community Meeting
	25 parents and teachers

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Provide an overview of CCSS implementation goals and resources and Smarter Balanced Assessment expectations.

	February 25, 2014

Present to California Collaborative on District Reform Symposium  Irvine, CA
	35 District and County education participants

CDE/SBE Team: 

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan, Kristen Cruz Allen, Elena Fajardo, Carrie Roberts 
	Provide various session presentations on updates on English Language Arts/ ELD Curriculum Framework and Professional Learning Modules (PLMs) for Common Core and ELD Standards. Focus was to understand the implementation of Common Core State Standards with English Learners. 

	February 26, 2014

Present to California Collaborative on District Reform Symposium  Oakland, CA
	35 District and County education participants

CDE/SBE Team: 

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan, Kristen Cruz Allen, Elena Fajardo, Carrie Roberts
	Provide various session presentations on updates on English Language Arts/ ELD Curriculum Framework and Professional Learning Modules (PLMs) for Common Core and ELD Standards. Focus was to understand the implementation of Common Core State Standards with English Learners.

	February 27, 2014

Present to Community Forum on CCSS in Santa Rosa, CA
	100 community members and educators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Serve on a panel with local educators to answer questions about CCSS implementation goals and expectations.

	March 1, 2014

Present to Annual California Subject Matter Project (CSMP) English Learner Institute, San Diego, CA
	250 Administrators, teachers, and staff who work with K-12 English Learners
CDE/SBE Team: Karen Cadiero-Kaplan

	Provided update on California ELD Standards and present strategies to make the Common Core and ELD Standards attainable for English Learner students, K-12. 

	March 2-4, 2014

Present to Educating for Careers conference 
	320 teachers and administrators
CDE/SBE Team: 

David Militzer, Carolyn Zachry 
	Presentation on career readiness for the 21st century including the Standards for Career Ready Practice and the College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards. Additional sessions on seeking input on the next steps for professional development related to the Career Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards which include deliberate and incidental alignment to the CCSS, and connections of CCSS Anchor Standards and Career Ready Practices.

	March 4-5, 2014

Present to Annual California Charter Schools Conference
	600 charter school educators

CCDE/SBE Team: Keric Ashley, Nancy Brownell, Diane Hernandez, Julie Russell
	Provide an update on CCSS implementation resources, Smarter Balanced update and resources, and Charter School and Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP).

	March 6, 2014

Present to Special Education Advisory Commission
	Special Education Advisory Commission members

CCDE/SBE Team: Deborah Baumgartner, Kristin Brown, Nancy Brownell, Jennifer Moreno, Sheila Self, Christine Swenson
	Provide on update on CCSS implementation resources and the National Center State Collaborative (NCSC) on assessment, update on current legislation, Smarter Balanced Assessment Field Test, and Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF).

	March 7, 2014

Present to Mendocino County Annual Counselors and Advisors Conference
	40 high school and community college advisors

CCDE/SBE Team: Nancy Brownell
	Provide an overview of CCSS resources, timelines and implementation goals and the role of counselors in communicating with parents and students on college and career readiness.

	March 8, and 22 2014

Present to College Bound program parents in Claremont, CA
	300 parents of students in the program 

CCDE/SBE Team: Nancy Brownell, Gina Koency
	Provide an overview of CCSS implementation goals, expectations for college and career readiness by students, and goals and overview of the Smarter Balanced Assessment system.

	March 10, 2014

Present to Career Readiness Speakers Series
	30 Participants including CDE staff and others on-line

CDE/SBE Team: 

Joe Radding, Carolyn Zachry
	Presentation on the Standards for Career Ready Practice and the College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards and the Pathways Trust Grant.



	March 14, 2014

Present to Joint Higher Education Symposium Fresno State
	60 symposium participants

CDE/SBE Team:

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan

	Present an introduction to the Common Core Standards and 2012 California ELD Standards.

	March 14, 2014

Present to Santa Barbara COE Curriculum Council Meeting
	60 participants

CDE/SBE Team:

Kathy Caric, Senior Assessment   Fellow
	Provide an overview of Field Test preparation expectations and priorities, and accessibility tools for English Learners.

	March 14, 2014

Present at Common Core and Beyond:  A Practicum on Literacy in the Content Areas, Mathematics, Instructional Strategies and Assessments
	700 educators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Deborah Baumgartner Kristen Cruz-Allen, Deborah Franklin, Stacey Greer,  Jane Liang, Barbara Murchison
	Provide workshops on various elements of the CCSS system, including using the new mathematics curriculum framework, instructional resources, assessments, the professional learning modules, and resources available from the CDE in partnership with California Teachers Association, the California Comprehensive Center at West Ed and the Secondary Literacy Partnership.

	March 15, 2014

Present to Annual Cesar Chavez Dual Language Conference at Fresno State
	200 teachers from Fresno and Madera Counties

CDE/SBE Team:

Karen Cadiero-Kaplan

	Keynote speaker for conference. Present on transitioning to the 2012 California ELD Standards.

	March 17, 2014

Present to PACE/CCSESA Implementation of CCSS in San Bernardino, CA
	80 teachers and administrators from the county

CDE/SBE Team: Nancy Brownell
	Provide an update on CCSS implementation communication strategies and tools.

	March 17, 2014

Present to Special Education Task Force Meeting
	50 participants

CDE/SBE Team: 

Keric Ashley, Diane Hernandez
	Provide an overview of Changing Assessment and Accountability Systems.

	March 18, 2014

Present to 4th District PTA Leadership
	80 parent leaders

CDE/SBE Team: Deborah Baumgartner, Nancy Brownell, Tom Herman, Elisa Wynne, Carolyn Zachry
	Provide an update on CCSS implementation, Smarter Balanced Assessment System, School Climate considerations, LCAP Overview, and Career Technical Standards.

	March 20, 2014
Present to CISC General Membership


	80 ELA and ELD Curriculum Leaders from County Offices of Education 

CDE/SBE Team: Nancy Brownell, Karen Cadiero-Kaplan
	Present via video conference. Provide session presentation on Common Core and the ELD framework, ELD and Biliteracy framework, shifts of ELA and ELD, implementation resources, and the role of assessment in ELA/ELD. 

	March 20, 2014

Present to ACSA Secondary Leadership Council
	40 secondary administrators 

CDE/SBE Team: Keric Ashley, Deborah Baumgartner, Nancy Brownell, Jenny Sing
	Provide an update on CCSS implementation and Smarter Balanced Assessment System, and Accountability System changes.

	March 21, 2014

Present to Special Education Symposium on CCSS Implementation
	500 special educators from across the state

CDE/SBE Team: Fred Balcom, Nancy Brownell
	Provide an update on CCSS implementation and resources for special education educators.

	March 21, 2014

Present to CA Federation of Teachers Council Meeting
	40 educators

CDE/SBE Team: Gina Koency, Senior Assessment Fellow
	Provide an overview of Field Test expectations and resources.

	March 21, 2014

Present to CA Federation of Teachers Convention
	200 educators

CDE/SBE Team: Diane Hernandez, Cindy Kazanis
	Provide an overview of Smarter Balanced Field Test preparation, resources and updates.

	March 22, 2014

Present to Alameda/Contra Costa Math Council
	80 educators

CDE/SBE Team: Jane Liang
	Provide an overview of Smarter Balanced mathematics assessment resources.

	March 24-26, 2014

Present to Annual Title I Conference
	600 conference participants

CDE/SBE Team:

Tom Adams, Keric Ashley, Elena Fajardo, Deborah Franklin, Diane Hernandez, John Merris-Coots, Barbara Murchison, Deb Sigman, Carolyn Zachry
	Present at three day conference. Provide various session presentations on updates on CCSS and the ELD Standards, Career Technical Education, Smarter Balanced Assessments, and accountability.

	March 25, 2014

Present to PACE/CCSESA Implementation of CCSS in Los Angeles, CA
	80 teachers and administrators from the county

CDE/SBE Team: Gina Koency
	Provide an update on CCSS implementation communication strategies and tools.

	March 27- 28, 2014

Present to Bilingual Coordinators Network (BCN), Sacramento, CA
	90 County coordinators, LEA Administrators, and Technical Assistance providers

CDE/SBE Team:

Aileen Alisson-Zarea, Nancy Brownell, Karen Cadiero-Kaplan, Kristen Cruz Allen, Elena Fajardo, Barbara Murchison, Shobhana Rishi, Carrie Roberts, Lily Roberts
	Participate in two day network meeting. Provide various session presentations on updates on English Language Arts/ ELD Curriculum Framework, Professional Learning Modules (PLMs) for Common Core and ELD Standards, Common Core and ELD Standards, and updates on the ELD test.

	March 27, 2014

Present to Community College Committee on College & Career Readiness and the Common Core
	15 Community College Faculty and Chancellor’s staff

CDE/SBE Team:

Nancy Brownell, Deb Sigman
	Provide overview of Smarter Balanced Field Test and higher education messaging strategies related to support for CCSS.

	March 27, 2014

Present to Solano County District Curriculum Directors
	30 district administrators

CDE/SBE Team:

Mary Tribbey, Senior Assessment Fellow
	Provide an overview of district preparation priorities for Field Test.

	April 3, 2014

Present at ACSA Middle School Council
	35 educators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Shobhana Rishi
	Provide an update on Smarter Balanced Field Test accommodations and modifications resources.

	April 5, 2014

Present at California Association of Bilingual Educators (CABE) conference
	200 educators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Tom Adams, Karen Cadiero-Kaplan, Sandra Covarrubias, Kristen Cruz Allen, Elena Fajardo, Barbara Murchison, Lillian Perez, Carrie Roberts, Lily Roberts
	Provide an overview of resources related to CCSS implementation, ELD standards, and ELA/ELD Framework development.

	April 5, 2014

Present at California Transcribers and Educators of the Blind/Visually Impaired Conference
	40 educators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Barbara Murchison, Jonn Paris-Salb
	Presentation on the content and structure of the CCSS and California’s implementation of the CCSS system.

	April 5, 2014

Present at Common Core and Beyond:  A Practicum on Literacy in the Content Areas, Mathematics, Instructional Strategies and Assessments
	500 educators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Tom Adams, Deborah Franklin, Jane Liang, Barbara Murchison, Shobhana Rishi, Carrie Roberts
	Provide workshops on various elements of the CCSS system, including using the new mathematics curriculum framework, instructional resources, assessments, the professional learning modules, and resources available from the CDE in partnership with California Teachers Association, the California Comprehensive Center at West Ed and the Secondary Literacy Partnership.

	April 8, 2014

Present to Kern County Alternative Education staff
	700 educators

CDE/SBE Team: 

Kathy Caric, Senior Assessment Fellow
	Provide an overview of Smarter Balanced Field Test preparation and resources.

	April 8, 2014

Present to Parlier Unified staff
	15 disrict staff

CDE/SBE Team: 

Kathy Caric, Senior Assessment Fellow
	Provide an overview of Smarter Balanced Field Test preparation and resources.

	April 12, 2014

Present to 4th Annual Community Forum on Public Education, Glendale PTA
	100 PTA  and community representatives

CDE/SBE Team: 

Nancy Brownell
	Present an overview of CCSS and Smarter Balanced Field Test.

	April 14, 2014

Present at the CDE Special Education Division’s State Performance Plan Division Day, Focus for Improvement: California CCSS breakout session
	30 Participants

CDE/SBE Team: Renzo Bernales, Jessica Gray, 
Joy Kessel, 
Carolyn Zachry
	Presentations to CDE staff in the Special Education Division and SELPA and parent representatives regarding statewide CCSS implementation activities. 

	April 15, 2014

Present to Public School Accountability Advisory Council
	40 Participants

CDE/SBE Team: 

Joe Radding, Carolyn Zachry
	Presentation on the Standards for Career Ready Practice and indicators of performance to be included in the API.
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