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	SUBJECT

Update on Issues Related to California’s Implementation of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and Other Federal Programs, Including but Not Limited to, the School Improvement Grant Cohort 3 Fiscal Year 2013 Grant Award Notification.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This standing item allows the California Department of Education (CDE) to brief the State Board of Education (SBE) on timely topics related to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and other federal programs.
On April 9, 2014, the CDE received the fiscal year (FY) 2013 Grant Award Notification (GAN) for the School Improvement Grant (SIG), authorized by Section 1003(g) of the ESEA. The FY 2013 SIG funds will be used to provide a full three years of funding for qualifying Cohort 3 local educational agencies (LEAs) and schools for the 2014–15, 2015–16, and 2016–17 school years. 
RECOMMENDATION
The CDE recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. There is no specific action recommended at this time.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
At its January 2014 meeting, the SBE authorized SBE President Michael W. Kirst, in consultation with State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) Tom Torlakson, to approve and submit California’s FY 2013 SIG Application, under Section 1003(g) of the ESEA, to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) as well as the release of the California FY 2013 SIG Cohort 3 Request for Applications (RFA). 

The FY 2013 SIG RFA was announced to eligible LEAs and charter schools on 
January 22, 2014, with applications due to the CDE by March 14, 2014. Applications were received from seven LEAs on behalf of 21 schools for a total request of over $132 million for all three years of grant funding. The CDE conducted a readers’ conference on April 1–4, 2014, to review and rate the applications. The CDE award recommendations are contained in May 2014 SBE Item 13.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
At its January 2014 meeting, the SBE authorized SBE President Michael W. Kirst, in consultation with SSPI Tom Torlakson, to approve and submit California’s FY 2013 SIG Application, under Section 1003(g) of the ESEA, to the ED as well as the release of the California FY 2013 SIG Cohort 3 RFA. 

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
Per ED’s guidance, FY 2013 SIG funds will be used to provide a full three years of funding for the 2014–15, 2015–16, and 2016–17 school years. The SIG funds provide LEAs with grants ranging from $50,000 to $2 million per school each year through the 2016–17 school year. California’s allocation is approximately $57 million for FY 2013. California intends to supplement this amount with remaining FY 2009 SIG funds recaptured through end-of-grant billing for Cohort 1.
ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1:
April 9, 2014, letter from Deborah S. Delisle, Assistant Secretary, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, U.S. Department of Education, regarding the fiscal year 2013 School Improvement Grants program 
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