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November 13, 2014  

TO:
Members, State Board of Education

FROM:
Sue Burr, Chair, and Members of Screening Committee of the State Board of Education

Re:
Recommended Finalists for the 2015-16 Student Member of the Board for the Governor’s Consideration and Appointment

The Ad-Hoc Screening Committee met on Wednesday, October 29, 2014, to review the applications that were submitted for consideration of the 2015-16 Student Member of the Board, and selected 12 semi-finalists. The semi-finalists attended the 2014 Student Advisory Board on Education (SABE) conference on November 11, where student delegates listened to presentations made by the semi-finalists and voted to select six candidates.

On Wednesday, November 12, 2014, the Screening Committee interviewed the six candidates, and identified three finalists for consideration by the Board. If approved, the names of these individuals will be submitted to the Governor’s Office for his review and consideration. The Governor will appoint one of the three finalists as the 2015-16 Student Member of the Board.

We wish to thank all the students who made the effort to apply, and would like to encourage them to continue offering their impressive abilities to local, regional, or other state activities.

Students who are being recommended as finalists to the State Board of Education by the Screening Committee of the State Board of Education are provided in alphabetical order below:  

· Shawn Ahdout, Beverly Hills High School, Beverly Hills Unified School District, Los Angeles County

· Michael McFarland, Palos Verdes Peninsula High School, Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District, Los Angeles County

· Alishia Nagarkar, Capistrano Valley High School, Capistrano Unified School District, Orange County

In addition to the finalists named above, the following students were identified as candidates for the 2015-16 Student Member of the Board:

· Jacobzen Chang, Troy High School, Fullerton Joint Union High School District, Orange County

· Nidhi Kahulawaram, Cypress High School, Anaheim Union High School District, Orange County

· Christopher Paludi, Redondo Union High School, Redondo Beach Unified School District, Los Angeles County

The following students were also identified as semi-finalists for the 2015-16 Student Member of the Board:
· Savannah Edwards, Kearny High School SIB, San Diego Unified School District, San Diego County

· Ariana Garrotto, Los Angeles Center for Enriched Studies, Los Angeles Unified School District, Los Angeles County

· Rachel Groberman, Los Angeles Center for Enriched Studies, Los Angeles Unified School District, Los Angeles County

· Candace Matsumura, Calabasas High School, Las Virgenes Unified School District, Los Angeles County
· Jzov Stith-Gambles Jr., Inderkum High School, Natomas Unified School District, Sacramento County

· Victoria Yuan, American High School, Fremont Unified School District, Alameda County

